Minutes of the Committee of the Whole

Monday, April 23, 2007
5:00 P.M.

The Committee of the Whole of the Macomb City Council met on Monday, April 23, 2007 at 5:00 p.m. in the City Council Chambers of City Hall at 232 East Jackson Street, Macomb, IL.

Mayor Mick Wisslead called the meeting to order.

Members present:  Charles Gilbert, Kenneth Zahnle, Louis Gilbert, John Maguire, Tim Lobdell, Chris Senn, Dennis Moon being all members present.  

Others present:  Mayor Mick Wisslead, City Clerk Melanie Falk, Legal Counsel Liz Wilhelm.
First item was awarding the bid for Adams Street Improvements.  POWER TO ACT.
Mayor Wisslead stated four (4) bids were received and opened last Thursday.  All four bids received were over the engineer’s estimate with the lowest bid being $142,277.97 over the engineer’s estimate.  It is the recommendation to reject all the bids received and advertise the project for the water main replacement only.
Alderman Lobdell moved, seconded by Alderman Moon to reject all the bids, on question being put, Aldermen C. Gilbert, Zahnle, L. Gilbert, Maguire, Lobdell, Senn, Moon being all Aldermen voting “Aye” on roll call and no “Nay” votes, Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried.

Second was an update on the Water Treatment Plant turbidity violations.

 Public Utilities Manager Jim Bessler stated in March the City received two violation notices from the EPA regarding are turbidity levels.  The high levels were caused from the heavy rainfall which ran directly into the Lake.  Turbidity in the water has no health effects.  The EPA does require the City to public a notice of these violations in the newspaper.  The water system is currently operating with the required EPA standards.  The public notice will be in the Macomb Eagle.
Third was discussion on a request from Western Illinois University to consider vacating Murray Street from the west right of way line of Stadium Drive to the east right of way line of Western Avenue.  The University will be starting construction for its new multi-cultural center across from the Union and would like a temporary street closure during construction.
Mayor Wisslead stated he will agree to the temporary closure during the construction but has some concerns regarding a permanent closure.  

Alderman Maguire stated his concerns were 911 and the addresses if the street was closed; the City spent a lot of time and money for the dedication of C.T. Vivian Way and he felt the Union is more like a community building with all the events it holds not only for the University but for the Community as well.  How will this affect the parking for those attending events at the Union.

It was the consensus of the Council to concur with the temporary closing for Murray Street during construction but they have real concerns with the permanent closure.
Fourth was discussion on allowing downtown restaurants to place café tables on the public sidewalk.

The Chamber of Commerce has indicated there is an interest from the restaurants wishing to do this.  Mayor Wisslead stated the restaurants with a liquor license will not be allowed to do this unless they are willing to serve food only outside.
Legal Counsel Wilhelm stated we would do this as a special event process.
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Alderman Moon encouraged all restaurants to participate.

Fifth was discussion on the contract between AV & DE and the City of Macomb.

Mayor Wisslead stated that their contract expired as of November 30, 2006.

It was the consensus of the Committee to seek “request for qualifications”.
Sixth was discussion on the Public Works radio communication system.

Currently the Public Works Department is using the Nextel phone system as their communication system.  When the Public Works Department switched to this system, it was to save money.  However, the Nextel contract expired on March 31, 2007, and Public Works Director Burnett would like to change back to the VHF radio system.  He has looked into the VHF radio system and has found a low cost VHF radio that would suit the department’s needs from the Illinois Joint Purchasing Program.  These radios are compatible with the existing city radio system and are reprogrammable to meet any future system improvements.  A cost savings of $17,224 will be achieved over the next three years by purchasing thirty (3) new portable radios with accessories and reducing the cell phone services to ten (10) phone.    The total cost for the radios and accessories under the state contract is $8,426.00.  The funds are available in the Public Works FY 06-07 budget.
It was the consensus of the Committee for Public Works Director Burnett to proceed with this purchase of new radios and accessories.
Last, CD Coordinator Basch distributed a draft copy of the cost sharing agreement between the City and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers for GIS mapping of the sanitary and storm sewers and water mains in the City.  The total cost of the agreement is $50,000 with the City’s share being $25,000.
However, CD Coordinator Basch stated that if the City Council is interested, the agreement could be increased to $95,000 with the City’s share being $47,500.  This would enable the entire City to be mapped.

It was the consensus of the Committee to place this on the agenda for the April 30th Committee meeting.

Alderman Lobdell moved, seconded by Alderman Moon to adjourn into Executive Session for a)Appointment, employment, compensation discipline, performance or dismissal of an employee of the public body or legal counsel for the public body, pursuant to Sec. 2(c)(1) of the Open Meetings Act, b)Collective Bargaining matters between the public body and it’s employees or representatives, or deliberations concerning salary schedules for one or more classes of employees, pursuant to Sec. 2(c)(2) of the Open Meetings Act,  c) Pending or probably litigation, pursuant to Sec. 2(c)(11) of the Open Meetings Act and d)The setting of a price for sale or lease of property owned by the public body, pursuant to Sec. 2(c)(6) of the Open Meetings Act, on question being put, Aldermen C. Gilbert, Zahnle, L. Gilbert, Maguire, Lobdell, Senn, Moon being all Aldermen voting “Aye” on roll call and no “Nay” votes, Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried and they adjourned into executive session at 5:42 p.m.

Alderman Maguire moved, seconded by Alderman Lobdell to adjourn back into Open Session, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried and they adjourned back into open session at 6:32 p.m.

There being no further business, Alderman C. Gilbert moved, seconded by Alderman Senn to adjourn, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried and they adjourned at 6:32 p.m.
Melanie Falk, City Clerk

