Minutes of the Committee of the Whole

Monday, June 11, 2007
5:00 P.M.

The Committee of the Whole of the Macomb City Council met on Monday, June 11, 2007 at 5:00 p.m. in the City Council Chambers of City Hall at 232 East Jackson Street, Macomb, IL.

Mayor Pro tem Lobdell called the meeting to order.

Members present: Ed Lavin, Louis Gilbert, Mike Inman, Dave Dorsett, Ken Zahnle, Tim Lobdell, Chris Senn, Dennis Moon.  Richard Vick being absent.     

Others present:  Deputy City Clerk Gloria Barr, Legal Counsel Liz Wilhelm, Public Works Director Walter Burnett, CDC Coordinator Ed Basch.
First item of discussion was on Public Transportation Program contracts FY08 for Bridgeway, Go West, Barry’s Taxi Service, McDonough County Red Cross, Route Match Software and the Western Illinois Regional Council.  FY08 begins July 1, 2007 and ends on June 30, 2008.  All contracts are contingent on available state and federal funding.  Public Transportation Director Gary Ziegler discussed the breakdown of the $1,280,095 FY08 operating assistance grand funds from the Illinois Department of Transportation and explained how the funds would be allotted to each area.  He was asking permission to contract with the businesses working within the McDonough County Public Transportation Program.
There was no further discussion, Mayor Pro tem Lobdell forwarded the request to the June 18th City Council meeting.

Second item of discussion was on the drug and alcohol testing policy change for the Public Transportation Program.  The proposed change, as approved by the Federal Transit Administration, reduces the required random drug testing rate from 50 percent to 25 percent.  PTD Gary Ziegler explained that due to a positive rate lower than 1.0 percent for random drug testing, the FTA has determined that the random drug testing rate shall be reduced from 50 to 25 percent.  As owner of the McDonough County Public Transportation System, the City of Macomb must approve the FTA required change. 
There was no further discussion, Mayor Pro tem Lobdell forwarded the request to the June 18th City Council meeting.

Third item of discussion was on an ordinance to prohibit off street parking of certain vehicles and containers in specified districts.  Alderman Dorsett explained the ordinance would prohibit the parking of semi trailers, buses, and other certain vehicles in backyards or parking lots.  He sited examples in the Macomb area.  His recommendation is based on an ordinance in Keokuk, Iowa which has had good compliance and has not placed a burden on the public.  There was no further discussion.
Alderman Dorsett moved, seconded by Alderman Lavin to forward the ordinance to prohibit off street parking of certain vehicles and containers in specified districts to the June 18th City Council meeting for first reading, on question being put, all Alderman voted “Aye” and Mayor Pro tem Lobdell declared the motion carried.
Fourth item of discussion was a MACCDDC Revolving Loan application from Cynthia Dunsworth d/b/a The Magic Dragon in the amount of $20,000.  Chamber of Commerce Director Penny Lawyer stated after review of the application, business plan, and financial information the Chamber was recommending approval of the loan.
Alderman Moon stated he questioned the approval of high percentage loans and felt this loan was a high percentage of the total cost.  He would not delay this loan, but requested a review of the loan process.
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There being no further discussion, Mayor Pro tem Lobdell forwarded the request to the June 18th City Council meeting.
Fifth item of discussion was on the MACCDDC Revolving Loan application from Jeff and Lisa Kugler d/b/a SportZone in the amount of $20,000.  Chamber of Commerce Director Penny Lawyer stated after review of the application, business plan and financial information, the Chamber recommends approval of the loan to Jeff and Lisa Kugler. 
There being no further discussion, Mayor Pro tem Lobdell forwarded the request to the June 18th City Council meeting.
Sixth item of discussion was on amending the City fees schedule to set cemetery burial fees for the columbarium niches and crypt opening by amending section 24-4 of the municipal code.  There was no discussion and Mayor Pro tem Lobdell forwarded the request to the June 18th City Council meeting.
Seventh item of discussion was an ordinance pertaining to pavement requirements (dustless surfaces) in the City of Macomb.  Mayor Pro tem Lobdell asked for discussion.
Alderman Dorsett stated he felt the ordinance should be sent back to the Zoning Commission.  Alderman Lavin concurred.
Alderman Senn stated he could not support the ordinance at this time as it would place a burden on citizens and storm sewers.  He would consider discussion on modifying the code to include new construction.
Alderman Gilbert stated the City would be in violation of the ordinance with the City alleys.  He also questioned what should be done with the Fire Training area in the northeast part of town.  It is two acres of unpaved City property.
Alderman Lavin questioned why it was passed ten years ago.

Alderman Dorsett stated there were two main reasons; no guidelines resulted in gravel parking in yards and health issues concerning dust.  The ordinance was passed with one dissenting vote.

Alderman Moon added it was also for a community standard.  Paving gives the City a more desirable appearance.
Mayor Pro tem Lobdell expressed concern that the City had not identified properties or notified property owners concerning the paving of their driveways.  He suggested giving direction to the Planning Commission, extending the grandfather period, and reviewing the surface materials to be used.  

Alderman Moon expressed support for extending the timeframe to accomplish the paving

Mayor pro tem Lobdell asked for input from the audience:

Jin Entwistle, 1313 Stacy, told the Committee that in 1997 when it was first proposed the opposition to the ordinance pertained to the fact that people felt the City was targeting certain areas of the community.  Everyone agreed that paved driveways would look better than gravel driveways.

Cari Smith, 703 N. Campbell, spoke as a student and tenant, in opposition of the ordinance.  She felt this would be unethical and unnecessary.
Committee of the Whole
June 11, 2007

Page 3

Marlene Morrison, owner of 1212 W. Adams, stated she was asking the ordinance be dropped for the following reasons: implementing this would result in a financial burden on both, owner and tenant,   Monies would be diverted from other property improvements, and natural driveways would  be more environmentally friendly that pavement.
Scott Collins, 1318 Thomas Street, told the Committee that as an owner of rental properties, paving driveways would take away from other improvements and would raise rent for his tenants.  He stated private owners can not afford this expense and he could not raise rents on some tenants as they cannot afford more rent.  He would agree with new construction meeting this requirement as they would be aware of the ordinance when starting their project, but he did not feel existing properties should be held to this ordinance.  He also commented on the City alleys making more dust than private driveways.

Clay Hinderliter, 521 N. Albert, agreed single family homes or 100 year old homes should be exempt.  He stated people buying houses now need to be informed of this ordinance so they are aware there are additional costs involved with the property.
Mayor Pro tem Lobdell closed discussion on this item and stated it would be returned to the Planning Commission for the July 11th, 2007 meeting.  

In other business, Mayor Pro tem Lobdell asked for help with the Flags of Love for June 13th.  Rotary Club members are in charge of the June 13th Flags of Love and would be grateful for any help received from other citizens.  
Alderman Inman moved, seconded by Alderman Dorsett to adjourn into Executive Session for a) Collective Bargaining matters between the public body and it’s employees or representatives, or deliberations concerning salary schedules for one or more classes of employees, pursuant to Sec. 2(c)(2) of the Open Meetings Act, on question being put, all Aldermen voted “Aye”  and Mayor Pro tem Lobdell declared the motion carried and they adjourned into executive session at 5:36p.m.

Alderman Moon moved, seconded by Alderman Gilbert to adjourn back into Open Session, all Aldermen voting “Aye” and Mayor Pro tem Lobdell declared the motion carried and they adjourned back into open session at 5:58p.m.

There being no further business, Alderman Dorsett moved, seconded by Alderman Senn to adjourn, all Aldermen voting “Aye” and Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried and they adjourned at 5:58 p.m.
Gloria Barr, Deputy City Clerk

