Minutes of the Committee of the Whole

Monday, June 25, 2007
5:00 P.M.

The Committee of the Whole of the Macomb City Council met on Monday, June 25, 2007 at 5:00 p.m. in the City Council Chambers of City Hall at 232 East Jackson Street, Macomb, IL.

Mayor Wisslead called the meeting to order.

Members present: Richard Vick, Ed Lavin, Louis Gilbert, Mike Inman, Dave Dorsett, Ken Zahnle, Tim Lobdell, Chris Senn, and Dennis Moon.       

Others present:  Deputy City Clerk Gloria Barr, Legal Counsel Liz Wilhelm, and CDC Ed Basch.
First item was a presentation from Jeff Jones regarding the June 6th fire at his business at 1200 W. Jackson Street.  Jeff Jones, 1301 W. Grant Street, and his mother Corinne Jones, thanked the Emmet-Chalmers, Colchester, Good Hope and Macomb Fire Departments for their support with the June 6th fire; he stated he had only praise for the firemen.  He wanted to address the Committee to thank the firemen and to share four concerns that, through this experience, had come to his attention.  1) there were no ambulances available when three firemen were injured early in the firefighting; this left the firemen in need of help.  This is of great concern as the safety of the firemen is everyone’s number one priority; 2) It is currently the procedure for fire rescue squads to go on ambulance calls; this removed the rescue squad from helping with the fire or the three injured firemen.  This actually resulted in a total of five firemen( 3 injured, 2 rescue squad) removed from the firefighting; 3) A person at the fire timed the wait and stated It took 16 minutes for help to arrive;  4) When attaching the fire hoses, it was discovered there was not enough water pressure.  Jeff suggested having the City “all in or all out” which would mean revisiting the policy of fire rescue squads going on ambulance calls for MDH.  Firemen and the rescue squad are needed at fires.  Again, he stated these were not complaints, but concerns that he had witnessed with the fire.  Jeff plans on rebuilding and the businesses are planning to return.

Mayor Wisslead stated Fire Chief, Andy Taylor, and he had discussed this and agreed a review of policy is needed.  There is an agreement with the hospital that requires the fire rescue squad to go on ambulance calls with the hospital.  The Mayor and Fire Chief will meet with the Hospital Administrator to discuss responsibility.  If the City is to be in the “rescue business” an increase in staff will be necessary.  The Mayor has had discussions on this with the Institute of Rural Affairs.     
Second item of discussion was an ordinance to prohibit off street parking of certain vehicles and containers in specified districts.  Alderman Inman shared feedback he had received and stated one business owner thought the 30 day amortization was too short and Inman suggested changing it to 90 days. 

 Alderman Dorsett would agree to 45 or 60 days, but felt 90 days was too long.  He also questioned the $75.00 fine.  Legal Counsel Wilhelm explained this was not a one time fine, but an every day fine per occurrence past the amortization time.

Jim Entwistle, 1413 Stacy Lane, requested clarification of the vehicles and containers addressed in the ordinance.  Legal Counsel Wilhelm read the section of the ordinance explaining the vehicles covered by the ordinance.  

There being no further questions, Mayor Wisslead referred this item to the July 2nd, 2007 City Council meeting.

Third item of discussion was a MACCDDC loan application from Anthony Calhoun dba The Bootleggers. 
Noelle Flynn, MACCDDC Vice President, recommended approval of the MACCDDC loan application from Anthony Calhoun dba The Bootleggers.  This loan is in the amount of $20,000 for a 5 year period at 3% 
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interest.  The collateral will be one third of a business property at 215 North Randolph Street, Macomb, Illinois.  

There being no further questions, Mayor Wisslead referred this item to the July 2nd, 2007 City Council meeting.
Fourth item of discussion was the revisions made to the Macomb Area Chamber of Commerce Downtown Development Corporation revolving loan application.  CDC Ed Basch explained the changes in the application form would bring the form in line with the CDAP form and make the submittal process more efficient giving the MACCDDC, Loan Committee, and borrower more information concerning the loan.  He explained each change within the application.

Alderman Lobdell stated concern with the 5% interest rate and stated he would prefer to keep it at only 3% and not have the 3% to 5% range.

Alderman Senn asked if MACCDDC loans could be given to businesses outside of the area boundaries of Jefferson, Dudley, Johnson and Adams Streets.  CDC Basch stated his understanding of the loan would have him answer no and explained that CDAP loans could be given outside that area as it included federal monies, but MACCDDC loans could only be given within the designated area as it was local monies.
Alderman Vick questioned the Leverage Requirement that stated a 25% and 75% division of loan monies and was told by CDC Basch that it was an arbitrary division and could be changed with the approval of City Council.  Vick would suggest a change of 35% and 65%.  

Alderman Moon suggested that “working capital” be removed from the Leverage Requirement section.          
There being no further discussion, Mayor Wisslead forwarded the request to the July 9th Committee of the Whole meeting.
Fifth item of discussion was the changes for the definition of “Family” recommended from the Macomb Planning Commission.  Mayor Wisslead stated plans for this meeting is Aldermanic discussion.  Open discussion will be at a later date.  He did request that interested persons put their comments in writing so the Alderman could have time to look over the information before discussion.  As this is an important subject to all concerned, the Mayor would see this being discussed for at least three weeks and wants everyone to have a chance to express their opinions and suggestions.
Alderman Lobdell sees this as only a clarification of the existing ordinance and will eliminate some of the misconceptions that have existed. 
Alderman Vick questioned #3;”Two unrelated persons and his or her children by means of blood, adoption or guardianship”, he felt it could be interpreted as strictly “or” which could keep one parents children from living in the home.  Legal Wilhelm stated the “or” indicated both sets of children, however   and/or could be put into the definition.

Mayor Wisslead again requested all points for discussion be submitted in writing to the Committee.
Sally Egler, 321 N. Johnson Street, stated she wanted to inform the Committee and audience that the newspaper had misprinted the new definition and the information received by the public was incorrect.  She felt this clarification could eliminate some discussion based on incorrect information.

Alderman Zahnle explained this definition covers R1 and R2 single family residential areas only.

Committee of the Whole Minutes

June 25, 2007

Page 3

There being no further discussion, Mayor Wisslead explained the agendas and information are ready for the Aldermen early on Thursday afternoon so any comments concerning this topic should be submitted to the City Clerk’s office before that time, preferably before noon.
Jim Entwistle, 1413 Stacy Lane, stated they have objections to certain items.
Mayor Wisslead stated there were people who had left the meeting after being told it would be only aldermanic discussion and it would be unfair to them to allow Jim to discuss his concerns at this time.  The Mayor requested he put his concerns in writing and submit them to the City Clerk’s Office.  

Sixth item of discussion was the City Administrator’s position.  Mayor Wisslead stated he had asked Chris Senn and Mike Inman to be on the Committee for the City Administrator.  The current ordinance with the job duties has been distributed for review.  The first step will be to define the position and decide if the current description is still relevant.  There are two ordinances concerning this position # 2335 and #2888.

Alderman Lobdell stated there were two priorities for him; 1) financial oversight responsibilities of budget operations and 2) performance evaluation done in a timely manner and correspond with the ordinance.

Alderman Lobdell stated he had talked with Alderman Moon and they agreed it would be important to   

have the ability to re-advertise the position if the Aldermen were not satisfied with the pool of candidates.

Alderman Senn stated the current ordinance has grant writing skills included and this needs to be stressed as an important part of the position.  Any applicant should be actively involved in writing grants at the state and federal level.  Also quarterly and semi annual reports from the City Administrator are very important. 
In other business, Mayor Wisslead stated he had received a resignation of a Zoning Board of Appeals member and a gentleman has agreed to serve in that capacity.  If the Council agrees, it will be put on the agenda for the July 2 meeting.  
Mayor Wisslead will be sending a letter and a survey to all board and commission members.  The survey will ask their opinions on the position they are holding and ask for suggestions as to how the City could help them do a better job.  
Mayor Wisslead will be sending a letter to Waste Management requesting an extension of the contract ending July 31, 2007.  Mayor Wisslead has spoken with Waste Management and they have assured a 30 day or possibly longer extension at no additional cost.  Alderman Moon and Lobdell will be working with Waste Management on the contract.  Aldermen have received a copy of what is needed in the area of waste management and Mayor Wisslead requested everyone get back to Dennis or Tim with their comments and suggestions.

Mayor Wisslead congratulated Alderman Inman on his promotion to Master Sergeant with the Illinois State Police.        
There being no further business, Alderman Dorsett moved, seconded by Alderman Senn to adjourn, all Aldermen voting “Aye” and Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried and they adjourned at 5:46 p.m.
Gloria Barr, Deputy City Clerk

