Minutes of the Committee of the Whole

Monday, July 09, 2007
5:00 P.M.

The Committee of the Whole of the Macomb City Council met on Monday, July 09, 2007 at 5:00 p.m. in the City Council Chambers of City Hall at 232 East Jackson Street, Macomb, IL.

Mayor Wisslead called the meeting to order.

Members present: Richard Vick, Ed Lavin, Louis Gilbert, Mike Inman, Dave Dorsett, Ken Zahnle, Tim Lobdell, Chris Senn, and Dennis Moon.       

Others present:  Deputy City Clerk Gloria Barr, Legal Counsel Liz Wilhelm, CDC Ed Basch, and PWD Walter Burnett.
First item was discussion on an ordinance to authorize the issuance of a special use permit for the establishment and operation of a medical office in an R-4 Multi Family District at approximately 401 East Grant Street in Macomb, McDonough County, IL.  There were no comments from the Committee.  Mayor Wisslead asked for input from the audience and the following person spoke:

Steve Hopper, Director of McDonough District Hospital, 112 Totem Trail, Macomb, spoke in support of the new medical office citing the need for local cancer treatment.

Second item was discussion on the specifications for the City of Macomb’s solid waste contract.  PWD Walter Burnett summarized the new specifications and stated the main changes would be inclusion of semi-automatic waste carts supplied by the company and a 7 year contract.  The containers would include 96 gallon and 64 gallon waste carts, and a 35 gallon recycle cart with lid.  Aldermen Lobdell and Moon requested looking at contracts with and without carts to compare price. Alderman Dorsett questioned the 7 year contract.  Alderman Lavin asked if they would pick up bags and containers and if now would be a good time for mandatory citywide recycling program.  Alderman Vick questioned the ability for all residents to store the containers.  Alderman Inman expressed concern on the size of the containers and the ability of all residents to handle the containers, he also questioned the statement that the 96 gallon cart would hold 6 trash bags of refuse.  Alderman Lobdell asked if all citizens would pay the same fee.  Alderman Zahnle asked if the carts could be displayed for the public.
PWD Walter Burnett responded to the questions by stating the 7 year contract was suggested by the subcommittee and is a fair timeframe for the investment of the company, additional bags could be picked up but would include a fee, mandatory recycling would depend on the market and the cost of getting the recyclables to that market, the concern of townhouses and storage may be handled as a commercial account,  the containers are very easy to handle however a resident could request the smaller size if needed,  they could also request another cart if the 96 gallon cart is too small, the fee and container size will need to be reviewed,  carts will be displayed in City Hall for the public to view.

Mayor Wisslead stated there is two weeks for input and all questions and comments should be directed to the subcommittee comprised of Aldermen Lobdell and Moon.  This item will be discussed again at the July 30th Committee meeting.       
Third item was a status report from the Glenwood Pool committee.  Alderman Senn stated “Aquatic Facility Committee” is a more accurate description of the committee and introduced Chairperson Chuck Wrenn, 524 E. Pierce, who gave the history of Glenwood Pool and a report on the findings of the Committee.  The Benton & Associates study consensus is the pool cannot be renovated and could last from three to seven years.  Wrenn stated the committee has conducted visits to other facilities, sent surveys to all public pools within a 60 mile radius, discussed revenue sources, reviewed the long term plan of Macomb Park District, sent out current pool survey to community and investigated cost of demolition of current pool site. 
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The committee will compile a list of pool visits, and community survey results, have one public meeting and one meeting with Illinois Department of Parks and Recreation and compile a final report to the Park District and City Council detailing the conclusions of the committee.
Alderman Inman asked if the committee had considered using this as a regional economic development.  Mr. Wrenn replied they had discussed this; however there is no guarantee for success.  Alderman Dorsett inquired about a Lake Storey option and was told Spring Lake had been discussed and could be an option.  Alderman Senn concluded the report by stating there were two things that would need to be stressed in the future 1) management strategies, and 2) amenities and program offerings.  Community involvement is extremely important when making this decision.  

Fourth item was discussion on the School Resource Officer.  Mayor Wisslead stated he is working with the new Superintendent of Schools on the wants and needs of this position.  The School Resource Officer position will be revisited after the July 18th meeting with the F.O.P. as the position will depend on the money and manpower available at that time.
Fifth item was discussion on Mayoral appointments to the Enterprise Zone Board.  Mayor Wisslead stated he would propose to appoint Dennis Moon for the Enterprise Zone Board for a term of three years if there were no objections from the Committee.  There were no objections and this item will be placed on the July 16th council meeting agenda.
Sixth item was discussion on City Council, Committee of the Whole, and special Committee meeting structures and compensation.  Alderman Lobdell stated he would like the structure to stay with the Committee of the Whole structure but have reports given at the city Council meetings.  Alderman Moon stated he would like to have committees comprised of three Aldermen and have a Committee of the Whole meeting only once a month.  Alderman Inman agreed with Alderman Moon.  Alderman Dorsett stated the public would need to attend more meetings if they wanted to be informed of the items before council and he did not feel having all the work done within committees was preferable.

Alderman Dorsett requested a clarification of duties and compensation.  Legal Counsel Wilhelm stated she was working with City Clerk Falk on an explanation of the Freedom of Information Act and compensation for Committee appointments.  She did state that Aldermen will receive compensation for Committee appointments only.  Attending meetings for information only, does not qualify an Alderman for compensation.     
Seventh item was discussion on the revisions to the Macomb Area Chamber of Commerce Downtown Development Corporation revolving loan application.  CDC Ed Basch stated the changes in the MACCDDC revolving loan application included the addition of a business plan and the change of financing to include 35% of City money and 65% of other financing.  Mayor Wisslead stated the business plan was important and suggested having the plan from one organization, SPDC.  Aldermen Dorsett and Lobdell agreed the business plan was necessary but did not feel it should be restricted to only one organization. 
Eighth item was discussion on the changes for the definition of “Family” recommended from the Macomb Planning Commission.  Mayor Wisslead asked for comments from the audience and the following people addressed the committee:
Marlene Morrison, 1212 W. Adams, read a letter of opposition, she had submitted to the committee.  A copy of that letter is with the original minutes.
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Jim Entwistle, 1413 Stacy, asked for clarification of the areas affected by the family definition. 

Legal Counsel Wilhelm stated only the definition for R1 and R2 changed and this will not affect other areas.

Mary Warnock, 804 W. Carroll, spoke in support of the new family definition.  

In other business, Mayor Wisslead reminded the audience of the Planning Committee Public Hearing,   Wednesday, July 11, 2007 at the VFW.  He also asked the Committee to consider a “Hate Free” statement for the City of Macomb. He announced the Band Concert on Wednesday, July 11, 2007on the City Hall patio and reminded everyone that Ward Street is  
Alderman Dorsett moved, seconded by Alderman Moon to adjourn into executive session to consider information relative to: a) Appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance or dismissal of an employee of the public body or legal counsel for the public body, pursuant to Sec. 2 (c) (1) of the Open Meetings Act, and b) The setting of a price for sale or lease of property owned by the public body, pursuant to Sec. 2 (c) (6) of the Open Meetings Act, on question being put Aldermen Vick, Lavin, Gilbert, Inman, Dorsett, Lobdell, Zahnle, Senn, Moon, being all Aldermen voting “Aye” on roll call with no “Nay” votes, Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried and they adjourned into Executive Session at 6:23   p.m.

 Alderman Lobdell moved, seconded by Alderman Moon to adjourn back into Open Session, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried and they adjourned back into Open Session at 6:49 p.m.
There being no further business Alderman Dorsett moved, seconded by Alderman Lavin to adjourn, all   Aldermen voted “Aye” and Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried and they adjourned at 6:49 p.m.
Gloria Barr, Deputy City Clerk

