Minutes of the Committee of the Whole

Monday, August 13, 2007
5:00 P.M.

The Committee of the Whole of the Macomb City Council met on Monday, August 13, 2007 at 5:00 p.m. in the City Council Chambers of City Hall at 232 East Jackson Street, Macomb, IL.

Mayor Wisslead called the meeting to order.

Members present: Richard Vick, Ed Lavin, Louis Gilbert, Dave Dorsett, Tim Lobdell, Chris Senn.  Mike Inman, Ken Zahnle, and Dennis Moon were absent.       

Others present:  Deputy City Clerk Gloria Barr, Legal Counsel Liz Wilhelm, CDC Ed Basch, and PWD Walter Burnett.
First item of discussion was an ordinance to create a Class R plus SS liquor license for Tobias Delgado dba Mexico Lindo Mexican Restaurant, Inc. at 1319 East Jackson.  Legal Counsel Wilhelm stated Marshall Jordon had left a voice mail message of support for this ordinance.
Alderman Vick voiced his support for the liquor license.

Alderman Gilbert stated he was pleased with the appearance of the business.

Second item was discussion on the ordinance approving a special use permit to allow the placement of a manufactured home at 915 North Pearl Street.  Alderman Dorsett asked CDC Basch to explain the change of policy.
CDC Basch stated the ordinance was amended in 2006 and allows manufactured homes to be placed anywhere in the City.  They must be on a permanent foundation, standard roof slope, situated like a stick home to the street, cannot be manufactured before 2002, and other specifications associated with a permanent structure.

Alderman Lavin asked if the home would be on the tax rolls and was told, by Mayor Wisslead, it would be on the real estate tax roll.

Alderman Gilbert asked if there had been any negative feedback and CDC Basch stated there had been some at the beginning, but that had been resolved.  The owner of the home will be living next to the property.
Third item of discussion was on the proposed final plat and special use permit for a Planned Unit Development (East Jackson Commercial Park) at 1631 East Jackson Street.  CDC Basch updated the Committee on the new plat for the East Jackson Commercial Park and the cost estimate submitted.  He stated the cost estimate would be used to establish the bond which would be 120% of the $67,000.00 estimated cost.  He has talked with the Jacksonville office and they may make some of the improvements requested before selling the properties.  The final plat will not be recorded until all improvements are made.

Alderman Lobdell asked for clarification on the drives and was told all drives would be paved.

Alderman Lavin asked if waterlines and fire hydrants would be the responsibility of the City and CDC Basch answered if the streets are considered private, the maintenance would normally fall with the owner, but felt the final answer should come from Fire Chief Taylor since Cities handle this differently.
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Fourth item was discussion on an ordinance to amend Section 15-234 of the Municipal Code to designate additional snow routes and clarify snow emergency procedures.  There was no discussion on this item.
Fifth item was discussion on the Fraternal Order of Police Lodge #189 collective bargaining agreement.

Legal Counsel Wilhelm gave a brief description of the agreement:  This is a three year contract with raises of 2.75%, 3%, and 3.25%.  The major change is the policemen will no longer need to live in an eight mile radius of Macomb, but must reside in McDonough County.  The work schedules will include 10 hour shifts to comprise a 40 hour week.
Alderman Lobdell stated the main focus was the retention of officers.  Money is available for this year but he would ask the Committee to consider a 2% increase in the telecommunications tax.  Raising the tax from 4% to 6% would raise the funds needed to support the contract.

Legal Counsel Wilhelm stated to meet the next P.T.I. training date, there will be a need to authorize hiring new officers later this month. Mayor Wisslead asked Police Chief Galloway to explain the process for P.T.I.  He stated the next P.T.I. training is October 28th, 2007.  It takes approximately 2 months to complete the hiring and testing, 2.5 months for the Academy and upon successful completion, it takes another 3 months for training before the officer can become a solo patrolman.   

There was no other business, 

Alderman Dorsett moved, seconded by Alderman Lobdell to adjourn into executive session to consider information relative to: a) Appointment, employment, compensation, discipline,, performance or dismissal of an employee of the public body or legal counsel for the public body, pursuant to Sec. 2(c)(1) of the Open Meetings Act, on question being put Aldermen Vick, Lavin, Gilbert, Dorsett, Lobdell,Senn, being all Aldermen present voting “Aye” on roll call with no “Nay” votes, Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried and they adjourned into Executive Session at 5:18 p.m.

 Alderman Lobdell moved, seconded by Alderman Lavin to adjourn back into Open Session, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried and they adjourned back into Open Session at 5:32 p.m.
There being no further business Alderman Lobdell moved, seconded by Alderman Gilbert to adjourn, all   Aldermen voted “Aye” and Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried and they adjourned at 5:32 p.m.
Gloria Barr, Deputy City Clerk

