Minutes of the Committee of the Whole

Monday, October 08, 2007
5:00 P.M.

The Committee of the Whole of the Macomb City Council met on Monday, October 08, 2007 at 5:00 p.m. in the City Council Chambers of City Hall at 232 East Jackson Street, Macomb, IL.

Mayor Wisslead called the meeting to order.

Members present: Richard Vick, Ed Lavin, Louis Gilbert, Mike Inman, Dave Dorsett, Tim Lobdell, Ken Zahnle, Chris Senn and Dennis Moon.         

Others present:  Deputy City Clerk Gloria Barr, Legal Counsel Liz Wilhelm, and PWD Walter Burnett.  

First item was an information hearing on an ordinance to create a special event liquor license for the McDonough District Hospital Second Annual Festival of Trees Gala.  Legal Counsel Wilhelm explained the ordinance.

Vicky Wallen, McDonough District Hospital, Macomb, explained the Gala was scheduled for Friday, November 30th, from 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. at the Museum.  They will be serving champagne and non-alcoholic champagne.  This is an adult only event.  The proceeds will be used for the renovation of the surgery department.             
Lisa Patterson, 1207 E. Thomas, Macomb, told the Committee that last year’s event raised $25,000.00.
Mayor Wisslead stated the final ordinance would be ready for the October 15th City Council meeting.
Second item was discussion on a resolution authorizing an application for and execution of a public transportation capital assistance grant from the Illinois Department of Transportation.  MCPT Director, Gary Ziegler, explained this grant would allow for the replacement of aging and high mileage vehicles.  They would be applying for two mini-vans and two medium sized vans for the cost of $180,000.  The timeframe for approval and delivery of vehicles would be approximately one year.  Aldermen concurred that the resolution should be placed on the October 15th City Council meeting agenda. 
Third item was consideration to authorize the purchase of a ¾ ton truck for the Macomb Fire Department with the Power to Act.  Macomb Fire Chief, Andy Taylor, explained the department wanted to replace car 15 with a multi purpose pick up truck.  Two bids have been submitted; a State bid from Landmark of $28,500 which had a six month delivery date and Woodrum’s of Macomb, with a bid of $28,075 which had a four to six week delivery date.  He stated they returned to Woodrum’s to price a vehicle with extras needed for the Fire Department and received a bid of $30,620.  He stated that Landmark could not supply the extras needed for the Fire Department.  The budget includes $28,000 for a new vehicle and with monies from the 2% Fund they would be able to afford the $30,620.00 required for the new vehicle.

Alderman Lobdell asked if the mirrors and tow bars needed were part of the $30,620.00 and was told that it was not, that would be an additional $2,000.00 that would be taken from the 2% Fund.  He asked how much was in the 2% Fund and Fire Chief Taylor responded that the fund had approximately $15,000. He also explained the funds were used only for the betterment of the Fire Department.

Alderman Vick stated he supported buying locally.

Alderman Gilbert agreed with staying with local companies.

Mayor Wisslead explained that Woodrum’s had a shorter delivery time and the extras needed by the Fire Department.
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Alderman Lobdell moved, seconded by Alderman Senn to accept Woodrum’s bid of $30,620.00, on question being put, Aldermen Lavin, Gilbert, Inman, Dorsett, Lobdell, Zahnle, Senn, Moon, and Vick being all Aldermen voting “Aye” on roll call and no “Nay” votes, Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried.

Fourth item was consideration to authorize the advertising for bonds/loans to pay for the IMRF Early Retirement Program with the Power to Act.  

Alderman Dorsett moved,, seconded by Alderman Lobdell to advertise for bonds/loans to pay for the IMRF Early Retirement Program, on question being put, Aldermen Gilbert, Inman, Dorsett, Lobdell, Zahnle, Senn, Moon, Vick and Lavin, being all Aldermen voting “Aye” on roll call and no “Nay” votes, Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried.    
Fifth item was discussion on the closure of Murray Street for the construction of the Multicultural Center.  Jackie Thompson, WIU Vice President of Administrative Services, explained the need for the closure of Murray Street during the construction of the Multicultural Center. 
Alderman Senn asked when and how long would the street need to be closed.

VP Thompson stated construction would start October 18th, 2007 and it would take over one year.  She explained the street closure was for both safety and the protection of the area.  She stated there would always be access for emergency vehicles.  It would also be ADA accessible.
Alderman Lavin stated he supported the closure for the safety of students, workers, and area.

Alderman Inman asked if there was a plan to reroute traffic and VP Thompson stated no plan was in place, the university planned on people using a different route, however the road south of Sherman Hall and north of the Union would remain open to be available for any events scheduled in the University Union. 

Mayor Wisslead stated a detour could be done if necessary.

VP Thompson stated there would be no change in bus routes as they did not use Murray Street at this time.
Alderman Moon expressed concern with more traffic on Adams and requested consideration of temporarily removing parking from Adams. He mentioned removal from Sherman Circle to Sherman Street or from Charles Street to Sherman Street and asked for Public Works input.

PW Burnett stated he had talked with Ted Renner of the WIU Physical Plant and they had looked at the need for a detour, but at this time, did not feel the numbers required a detour.  He felt removing traffic from Adams would not be a problem as it was not a problem in the summer during the water main project.  It would remove some parking places for the WIU employees using Adams Street for parking.

Alderman Moon stated his question was would there be a need to remove the parking do to increased traffic.  .

PW Burnett stated he did not know, but his numbers from summer did not indicate there would be a problem.

Alderman Moon asked the Council to keep the option open to restricting parking on Adams if the City found that traffic was becoming a problem 
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Alderman Dorsett asked that the City keep a record of types of traffic problems in the area with this closure as there is now a full traffic count.  He does not want this temporary street closure to become a permanent closure.

Mayor Wisslead stated this was consideration of a temporary construction closure only, and any change would need to come before the City Council.

Alderman Lobdell moved, seconded by Alderman Moon to place the item on the consent agenda for the October 15th City Council meeting, all Aldermen voted “Aye’ and Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried.    

Sixth item was the presentation/discussion of water facility plan options.  PWD Burnett stated the City’s agreement with Benton and Associates covered two areas of study: 1) Water source/Water supply and 2) Water Distribution.  This presentation would cover the water source and water supply.  He introduced John Calise and Greg Hillis of Benton and Associates to discuss City options.

John Calise and Greg Hillis of Benton and Associates stated they had worked with the City Staff and IEPA in finding alternatives that would fit the water needs of Macomb and allow the City to gain and maintain IEPA compliance. All alternatives included changes and upgrades in facilities and equipment and would allow for the maximum daily capacity of three to five million gallons of water.    

The alternatives included; A) maintaining the conventional surface water operation at an improvement cost of $10,485,000.00.  This would be a short term fix and would not be acceptable in the long range plan; B) Replace surface water treatment with low pressure membrane treatment and use of reverse osmosis for a cost of $10,870,000.00.  This would be a long term fix and would be able to be phased in so the cost could be spread over a larger span of time; and C) Abandon surface water lake supply with 100% reverse osmosis.  This would require a new building at the existing site for $10,755,000.00 or use of existing site and new facility on the south side of the current facility for the cost of $11,880.00.  Costs do not include upgrades to the Waste Water Plant which would be needed to keep up with the water production.  Any of the alternatives would mean an increase in water rates.
Alderman Senn asked for verification of his understanding of the alternatives: all alternatives would supply the 3.5 to 5 million gallons daily, but there would be an immediate payout for some of the alternatives.  Additionally the issue of silt in Spring Lake would make surface water a less reliable source of water in the future.  He stated the more urgent issue was getting the turbidity cleared up, but the Council needed to address the community’s needs for the future. 

 John Calise stated that was correct and added that the immediate problem was not just turbidity, but also disinfection byproducts.  Ground water was not a long term answer and the Council needed to address long term water needs of the community.

Alderman Vick said he could not support using only ground water as he worried about the depletion of the aquifer.  He would support alternative B. 
Alderman Lavin agreed with Alderman Vick.

Alderman Gilbert stated Spring Lake covers 270 acres and feels if the lake was dredged and the materials removed and recycled there would be no need for a different plan.  

John Calise replied that dredging is very expensive with no grants available.  Additionally any material removed from the lake would need to be tested for mineral content before it could be recycled. 
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Alderman Lobdell stated the lake would fill in and the problems would return so he could not support dredging as an option.  It was noted the lake had been dredged in 1973.  He stated he did not see big growth in this area hence he was concerned about a major investment.
PWD Burnett stated in the short term Spring Lake would have enough water for the next twenty years, but for the long term he prefers alternative B.  He stated alterative B is much more forgiving of the variations of water quality and allows for the use of ground water reverse osmosis if needed.
Alderman Lobdell asked if he was aware of any Illinois regulations or restrictions on swimming in a community water supply.

Mayor Wisslead stated research showed it was allowable.  There will be a Pool meeting on November 12th, 2007.

PWD Burnett stated he favored Alterative B for the following three reasons:  1)For the next twenty years, it takes advantage of the low cost of treating surface water with a better technology; 2) it can phase in at a relatively low cost and 3) it does not prohibit future options or going all RO in the future.  Capital costs seems to be close, however when you look at operational costs you see the definite difference.  

 Alderman Dorsett has concerns with the aquifer and asked how many are drawing from it; PWD Burnett stated he did not have that information at this time.

John Calise stated test results have shown the existing well could supply more water than currently being used.  The question would be concerning the water quality.

Alderman Dorsett stated long term water was an issue but he understood there was an immediate concern.

PWD Burnett stated EPA Compliance required an answer on November 16th, 2007 stating which alternative we were using.
John Calise stated EPA will review and must concur with the City’s decision and then the City would need to submit a timetable to EPA.
Alderman Inman stated that alternative B appears to meet the immediate need, is good on capital output, and is flexible for future development.

Alderman Lobdell agreed that alternative B met the City’s needs.

John Calise told the Committee this alternative can be phased in and is financially friendly.  He stated all cities are being reviewed and will need to make decisions concerning their water systems as there will be new regulations as of 2012.
Alderman Moon stated he supported alternative B.

Alderman Zahnle asked what was next.

Mayor Wisslead told the Committee to get informed and be ready to make a decision at the October 15th, 2007 Council meeting.
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In other business, Mayor Wisslead showed the Committee pictures of damage to property at 120 West Adams Street and stated this was a continuation of vandalism at this address.  Last year, college students helped repair the fence due to damage last year.  The property owners have installed a surveillance camera and have video of the crime. The City is concerned and Mayor Wisslead asked that anyone able to help identify the participants to contact the Macomb Police.
Alderman Lobdell moved, seconded by Alderman Moon to adjourn into executive session  for the purpose of a)appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance, or dismissal of an employee of the public body or legal counsel for the public body, pursuant to Sec. 2(c)(1) of the Open Meetings Act, on question being put, Aldermen Vick, Lavin, Gilbert, Inman, Dorsett, Lobdell, Zahnle, Senn, Moon being all Aldermen voting “Aye” on roll call and no “Nay” votes, Mayor Wisslead declared the motion passed and they adjourned into executive session at 6:42 p.m.
Alderman Lobdell moved, seconded by Alderman Senn to adjourned back into Open Session, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried and they adjourned into Open Session at 6:55 p.m.

There being no further business Alderman Moon moved, seconded by Alderman Dorsett to adjourn, all   Aldermen voted “Aye” and Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried and they adjourned at 6:55 p.m.
Gloria Barr, Deputy City Clerk

