Minutes of the Committee of the Whole

Monday, October 22, 2007
5:00 P.M.

The Committee of the Whole of the Macomb City Council met on Monday, October 22, 2007 at 5:00 p.m. in the City Council Chambers of City Hall at 232 East Jackson Street, Macomb, IL.

Mayor Wisslead called the meeting to order.

Members present: Richard Vick, Ed Lavin, Louis Gilbert, Mike Inman, Dave Dorsett, Tim Lobdell, Ken Zahnle, and Chris Senn.  Dennis Moon was absent.         

Others present:  Deputy City Clerk Gloria Barr and Legal Counsel Liz Wilhelm.  

First item was a Public hearing to consider a liquor license application submitted by Jeffrey Newton and Steven Collins on behalf of IL Spazio Javaco, LLC dba IL Spazio for a Class R & SS liquor license at 2 West Square.  Mayor Wisslead asked for discussion from the audience, having none, he asked if anyone from Spazio Javaco, LLC would like to speak.

Jeff Newton, 903 E. Orchard, Kirksville, Missouri, explained the operation of Spazio as one of quality and preparation. Specialties will be the fresh baked pastries and the wood fired pizza.  They are asking for the beer and wine license as it goes well with the fine dining they will offer in their restaurant.  They stated that they work with the Arts community in Kirksville and look forward to working with that community here.  
Alderman Inman asked for the capacity of the restaurant and the approximate time of opening and was told seating will be approximately 150 persons and the opening has been scheduled for around Thanksgiving, hopefully the 19th of November.    

Mayor Wisslead stated they had a resident manager which meets the liquor license requirement.  He stated they may ask for a waiver of the second reading to allow them to stay on schedule.  The Public hearing opened at 5:01 p.m. and closed at 5:07 p.m.
Second item was a Public hearing on proposed annexation agreement for P.R. Lumber Co., Inc. for property located in Chalmers Township. The public hearing opened at 5:07 p.m. and with no discussion closed at 5:08 p.m.
Third item was discussion on a petition from Krystal Williams, Alpha Kappa Alpha, to name a city street after “Coretta Scott King”.  Krystal Williams, 116 N. Ward Street, Macomb, presented the petition for naming a street after Coretta Scott King.  The sorority did not have a street designated for the naming.  

Ms. Williams stated she would like to have the street named on, or the week of, January 29th, 2008 as it is the 100th anniversary of Alpha Kappa Alpha.
Mayor Wisslead explained a street would need to be designated before the Committee could consider the petition.  He requested a letter stating the street be submitted to him and he would have PWD Burnett review it before coming to the Committee again.  He told Ms. Williams there is another Committee meeting on October 29, 2007.  
Fourth item was discussion on an ordinance to amend Section 17-892, 17-893, 17-894, and 17-895 of the Unified Development Signs concerning sign regulations.  Mayor Wisslead asked the Aldermen to review the information submitted by CDC Basch and it will be revisited at the October 29th, 2007, Committee meeting.  

Fifth item was discussion on an ordinance to amend the Unified Development Code creating a new zoning district O/I Office/Institutional.  Mayor Wisslead asked the Aldermen to review the information submitted by CDC Basch and it will be revisited at the October 29th, 2007 Committee meeting. 
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Sixth item was discussion on having a Christmas party for City of Macomb employees.  Alderman Lobdell stated each year the City gives the city employees a Chamber of Commerce gift certificate for Christmas.  However, in the past, they were given a Christmas party which allowed the employees to meet and interact with the City officials and their families. Alderman Moon previously pointed out that with the early retirement program, there are many new employees and this would allow the new employees to meet the elected officials and commissioners.  Alderman Lobdell realizes there have been budget cuts, but felt this needed to be reviewed and a discussed.
Mayor Wisslead gave a quick history of the Christmas party, stating this party was also used to hand out the year awards.  In the past, before gift certificates, turkeys were given to all of the employees.

Alderman Dorsett stated the budget has more constraints than in the past and there are sidewalk issues that will be addressed tonight that cannot be fully resolved with the current budget.  While it was a commendable idea, he felt it was better to have a small informal gathering at City Hall.
Alderman Inman asked for the history of cost and was told they did not have costs available at this time.

Alderman Senn stated he would like to have information concerning number of employees, location, and cost before making a decision.
Alderman Dorsett stated it did not hurt to have the information available and discuss it at the next Committee meeting.

Mayor Wisslead stated last year the city employees were given a Chamber of Commerce gift certificate and was served snacks and a light lunch in the City Building by the Aldermen.

Seventh item was discussion on a petition from David Weaver of Diversity Group concerning sidewalk improvements for persons with disabilities, children, elderly, people with limited means of transportation, and Macomb residents in general. Mayor Wisslead asked if anyone from the group would like to speak.
Laura Booth, 402 Higgins Hall, stated, even for someone who could not see it, Macomb was a beautiful city that had much to offer.  She added it would be more accessible with improved sidewalks.  She stated some areas have no sidewalks.  General maintenance was also a concern.  They understand major improvements would take time and money, but minor changes and general upkeep would make a big improvement.  Snow and ice removal was also a concern.  She stated the main concern of the group is safety and accessibility for all residents.

Mayor Wisslead read part of Diversity Group letter which stated: “we ask that provisions be made to initiate a public awareness campaign so that property owners better keep sidewalks free of obstacles such as overgrown shrubbery, cracked concrete joints, and excessive snow and ice.  These small steps will dramatically improve conditions related to sidewalk utilization.”
Ms. Booth stated private property was a concern as hedges were often over the sidewalk and low hanging branches had hit her in the face.

Alderman Senn said he felt everyone was sympathetic and wanted to get something done.  He would like to investigate grant sources.

Alderman Lavin stated he had increased his awareness by seeing Ms. Booth on campus and the problems she encounters on campus.  While working in Wagner, he saw her several times and had to 
learn her schedule so he could get hoses they were using out of her way for when she passed through
the area.  He and PWD Burnett would be willing to meet with the group representatives to prioritize the 
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problem sidewalks.

Alderman Vick said the one thing wrong with Macomb is the deplorable state or lack of sidewalks.  He stated the sidewalks need to be prioritized and in the comprehensive plan.

Mayor Wisslead stated that could be done and PWD Burnett will work on that.  He added the City has, in the past, worked with private property owners in sharing the cost of repairing sidewalks.  Additionally, TIF monies helped with the downtown sidewalks.  The City now needs to identify the worst sidewalks and prioritize their repair.  

Alderman Lavin asked if the City could do a public awareness message to businesses on keeping their business sidewalks free of snow and ice.  

Alderman Lobdell stated this has been a long standing concern and at one time the City went around to businesses with a snow blower.

Alderman Dorsett asked Legal Counsel Wilhelm where the liability would fall if someone was injured on private property due to the homeowner not removing snow and was told the liability lies with both the homeowner and the municipality.
Alderman Lavin stated another concern was grass clipping in the summer.

Alderman Dorsett reminded the Committee this was not just for businesses, but for homeowners.  They are responsible for the sidewalk in front of their house.

Alderman Inman agreed with Alderman Dorsett.

Ms. Booth reiterated the main concern was safety and accessibility for all Macomb residents. 

In other business, Mayor Wisslead congratulated the Macomb High School Boy’s Soccer team, for their record of 10-7-1, winning the most games of any season.  Their game this evening, if won, will allow them to advance to the state finals.  The finals will be in Naperville on Friday and Saturday, October 26th and 27th, 2007.

Alderman Gilbert asked the Mayor to talk about the grant received and Mayor Wisslead stated the City had received a $350,000.00 water line grant for the Northeast quadrant.  He thanked WIRC for working with the City on this grant.  He also thanked City Staff, Benton & Associates, Public Works Department, Senator Sullivan and Representative Meyers for all their help and support.  This grant corresponds with the City’s comprehensive plan for the Water Department and follows the long range plan for water distribution.     
There was no executive session.
There being no further business Alderman Lobdell moved, seconded by Alderman Lavin to adjourn, all   Aldermen voted “Aye” and Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried and they adjourned at 5:35 p.m.
Gloria Barr, Deputy City Clerk

