Minutes of the Committee of the Whole

Monday, October 29, 2007
5:00 P.M.

The Committee of the Whole of the Macomb City Council met on Monday, October 29, 2007 at 5:00 p.m. in the City Council Chambers of City Hall at 232 East Jackson Street, Macomb, IL.

Mayor Wisslead called the meeting to order.

Members present: Richard Vick, Ed Lavin, Mike Inman, Dave Dorsett, Tim Lobdell, Ken Zahnle, Chris Senn and Dennis Moon. Louis Gilbert was absent.         

Others present:  Deputy City Clerk Gloria Barr and Legal Counsel Liz Wilhelm.  

First item was discussion on the draft 2007 Comprehensive Plan prepared by Teska & Associates.  Mr. Michael Hoffman gave a summary of the Comprehensive Plan and what methods were used to come to the final plan.
Mr. Hoffman stated, after the public hearing with the Planning Committee last week, there were three changes that would be made. First, there would be changes to the water system plan to keep with the updating of the water facility system.  Second, the northwest neighborhood plan map would be updated highlighting parks and trails.  Third, there would be some changes in the traffic coning which could include the potential for roundabouts or rotaries.  This long range plan, which would cover the next 10 to 20 years, was based on surveys, marketing analysis, population analysis, future growth speculations, special area plans and culminates with an action plan for implementation.

Legal Counsel Wilhelm asked about some of the mapping adjustments discussed and was told that Mr. Hoffman would supply the City with the zoning updates. He will send the Zoning Office a memo with changes.

Alderman Dorsett stated he felt the changes were needed and supported the zoning changes. 
Alderman Lobdell discussed the concern of high density population in the R-4 housing and asked if they could breakout of this situation.  Mr. Hoffman stated part of the problem was individual or absentee owners and felt that more housing complexes would help alleviate the problem.

Mayor Wisslead stressed the importance of revisiting the comprehensive plan and using it as a tool for future projects.  He stated with the Committee’s approval he would forward this to next week’s City Council meeting.    

Second item was discussion on videotaping proposals for the City of Macomb’s public meetings.  Legal Counsel Wilhelm stated, she, along with Mayor Wisslead and City Clerk Melanie Falk, had gone through the proposals.  The two proposals received were from AV DE at $24.00 an hour for the period of three years and Mediacall, Inc. at $19.15 and hour and $39.00 an hour if outside of City Hall.  She stated with proposals, the decision was not based on the lowest bid, but on quality of work, type of services requesting, and type of equipment (City or privately owned).  After consideration of both proposals, their recommendation would be to stay with AV DE.

Alderman Dorsett asked how many events had been outside the building in the last year and a half and was told the information was divided by month.  Additionally, the cost was based on outside of the regular meeting schedule.

Alderman Lobdell moved, seconded by Alderman Senn, to concur with the recommendation of AV DE, and place it on the November 5th City Council agenda, with all Aldermen voting “Aye” Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried.   

Committee of the Whole Minutes
October 29, 2007

Page 2

Third item was discussion on the rezoning of a property located at 411 West Calhoun Street from M-1 Light Manufacturing and M-2 General Manufacturing to R-4 Multi-Family Residential.  Mayor Wisslead stated this had come before the Planning Commission and their recommendation was approval of the zoning change.  He asked Bruce Biagini to address the Committee.

Bruce Biagini, Attorney for Haeger Pottery, stated rezoning of the 411 W. Calhoun Street property was the first step in this project.  The next step, if approved, would involve the demolition of the current building and construction of a multi-family complex with courtyard in the middle of the complex.  Mr. Biagini stated Mr. Craig Zachrich, Haeger Pottery Representative, had addressed community concerns of control of the property by placing conditional restrictions on the property in the form of a covenant.  This will allow the controls to stay with the land, regardless of owner.

Alderman Inman asked if the building would be demolished immediately and was told the first step is the rezoning.

Alderman Vick stated he had two questions:  What is the demand for more apartments and is there neighborhood support?

Legal Counsel Wilhelm responded that there is a need for better rental housing and there has been some opposition stated.  At this point, the question before the Committee is the zoning of the property: is it proper for the property? 

Alderman Dorsett asked if the covenant could limit traffic on West Carroll Street and was told that it could control vehicle traffic, but not walking traffic.  Haeger property extends to both sides of Charles Street. 

Sally Egler, 320 N. Johnson, H.A.N.D.S. organization, addressed the Committee and stated H.A.N.D.S. will support and endorse this project.  Craig Zachrich has been in contact with the property owners since last spring and had met with the residents in the neighborhood.  She stated that nearby neighbors did not attend the meetings.  Mr. Zachrich has stated they will have an on site manager for the property.  Mrs. Egler has contacted other housing units associated with Mr. Zachrich and the neighbors have been happy with the housing units.  For this reason, they feel confident the project will be a positive addition to the neighborhood.

Alderman Vick thanked H.A.N.D.S. for their input and stated he now feels comfortable with the project.

Alderman Lobdell questioned if a high density housing project would be a viable use for this property and if this would be a plus to the neighborhood.  He also stated the moving or closing of Charles Street would need to be addressed at a later date.
Alderman Dorsett moved, seconded by Alderman Lobdell to recommend the rezoning of property be put on the November 5th, City Council agenda, with all Aldermen voting “Aye”, Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried..

Fourth item was discussion on an ordinance to amend Section 17-892, 17-893, 17-894, and 17-895 of the Unified Development Signs concerning sign regulations.  Legal Counsel Wilhelm gave a summary and reviewed the codes needing changed.  She suggested the repeal of the current sign code ordinance and adoption of a new sign code ordinance.
Alderman Lobdell asked if a Grandfather Clause would be in effect with this change and was told no by Legal Counsel Wilhelm.
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Alderman Dorsett asked if this would repeal the nonconforming usage for businesses in five years.  He did not want businesses to be open for surprises in the future.

Legal Counsel Wilhelm stated this would not repeal the nonconforming usage, but there would be businesses that are out of compliance now and would be out of compliance with the new code.  One of the goals of the Building and Zoning Office is to find out what businesses are out of compliance and notify them so there will be no surprises.  This will be put on for first reading on the November 5th, 2007 City Council agenda. 

Fifth item was discussion on an ordinance to amend the Unified Development Code creating a new zoning district O/I Office/Institutional.    Legal Counsel Wilhelm stated this item is the result of a zoning inquiry for East Grant Street for land that is zoned Agricultural.  They wish to build offices or medical facilities.  This resulted in a review of needs and the conclusion that an O/I zoning is needed for the City. This zoning could not only benefit that area but also the area surrounding the university.  Any such zoning would need to be approved by the Planning Commission and the City Council.
Alderman Moon asked if a Coffee Shop within an institutional or Medical facility would be allowed and Legal Counsel Wilhelm stated yes.  This would not allow stand alone restaurants, but would allow for the inclusion of one within a facility.  This will be put on for first reading on the November 5th, 2007 City Council agenda.

Sixth item was discussion on having a Christmas party for City of Macomb employees.  Mayor Wisslead asked for discussion from the Aldermen.
Aldermen Lobdell stated he still supported a party for City employees citing the high number of new employees and the opportunity for them to meet other staff members and elected officials.

Aldermen Dorsett would prefer to have more information concerning costs of past events and stated the $1900 to $2700 listed on the information does not include staff time cost or the Chamber gift certificate which is given to employees.  He also feels this sends the wrong message.

Alderman Inman thanked Debbie Huston for getting the information together for the committee and stated he felt the $2700 would be a good investment in the work force.  He would also agree to a luncheon like last year.  He would like to survey the employees to see what they would like.

Mayor Wisslead stated he would make the announcement at the staff meeting so supervisors could poll their employees. 

Alderman Lavin expressed his support of some kind of party to show appreciation to the city employees.

Mayor Wisslead stated this would be on the November 5th City Council agenda.
In other business, Mayor Wisslead asked if there was anyone who would like to address the Committee.
Alderman Lavin stated he would like to introduce Ryan Bonser, who would like to address the Committee on neighborhood concerns.

Ryan Bonser, 900 N. Albert Street, addressed the Committee with his concern of recurring student parties and vandalism in his area resulting from the parties.  He stated there has been as many as 500 plus students in his area from 10:00 p.m to 3:00 a.m. either returning from bars or attending parties in the neighborhood.  This has resulted in  a broken fence, broken bottles, bags, and even a TV  and chairs in yards, driveways, and sidewalks.  He has had the taillights broken out of his car, a windshield kicked out of his truck, and had to sweep glass from the driveway and street before he could move his car.  Aspen 
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Court Apartments were to restrict parties, however this is not the case.  He has talked with Alderman Lavin and he is working with WIU on the extension of the fence.  There have been numerous police calls in the last year and although that helps for a few minutes, the parties resume.  Mr. Bonser has personally paid over $1,000 in repairs in the last two years.  He is presenting this problem to the Council with the hope that something can be done to help the neighborhood.

Alderman Lavin has asked the Police for a call count for the neighborhood for the last year and  is working with Physical Plant Director, Charles Darnell, to decide who owns the fence and surrounding area so this issue can be addressed.

Alderman Lobdell moved, seconded by Alderman Moon to adjourn into executive session for the purpose of a) appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance, or dismissal of an employee of the public body or legal counsel for the public body, pursuant to Sec. 2(c)(1) of the Open Meetings Act, on question being put, Alderman Vick, Lavin, Inman, Dorsett, Lobdell, Zahnle, Senn and Moon, being all Aldermen voting “Aye” on roll call and no “Nay” votes, Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried and they adjourned into executive session at 6:02 P.m.

Alderman Dorsett moved, seconded by Alderman Lobdell to adjourn back into Open Session, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried and they adjourned into Open Session at 6:39 p.m.

There being no further business, Alderman Lavin moved, seconded by Alderman Senn to adjourn, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried and they adjourned at 6:39 p.m.       
Gloria Barr, Deputy City Clerk

