Minutes of the Committee of the Whole

Tuesday, November 13, 2007
5:00 P.M.

The Committee of the Whole of the Macomb City Council met on Tuesday, November 13, 2007 at 5:00 p.m. in the City Council Chambers of City Hall at 232 East Jackson Street, Macomb, IL.

Mayor Pro tem Lobdell called the meeting to order.

Members present: Richard Vick, Ed Lavin, Louis Gilbert, Mike Inman, Dave Dorsett, Tim Lobdell, Ken Zahnle, Chris Senn and Dennis Moon.         

Others present:  Deputy City Clerk Gloria Barr and Legal Counsel Liz Wilhelm.  

First item was a presentation from the Glenwood Pool Committee.  Chuck Wrenn, 524 E. Pierce Street Macomb, spoke for the Committee and summarized the written report given to the Aldermen.  The Committee’s recommendations included: 1) a new Aquatic facility with more modern play features 2) a Community Center 3) a fulltime facilities manager to coordinate both aquatic facility and community center 4) architect should have experience with completion of 20 or more facilities 5) all resources should be put into one location 6) financing should be secured through a sales tax increase of .5% - 1% per year for 3 years, a state grant of $400,000 from the Department of Natural Resources, local fundraising, and bonding if funds needed were not secured through other means.  Once built, the facility should receive $40,000 a year for 5 years from both the City and Park District, after five years, the facility becomes the property and financial responsibility of the Macomb Park District.  The sites to be considered would include Glenwood Park – South of Parking lot, Downing Park, Skateland-North property, the Park District’s 80 acres, and Patton Park-North end.  The committee recommended minor repairs be completed on the current pool until the new facility is completed.
Alderman Vick complimented Mr. Wrenn on the report and asked for more information on the Community Center and the approximate cost.  Mr. Wrenn stated the Center would serve teens to seniors.  It would be multi-functional, but there was not a specific plan.  He estimated the cost at $3,500,000.

Alderman Dorsett complimented the committee on their report and stated he would like to receive a summary of the comments from citizen surveys.  Mr. Wrenn said that could be done and stated from the completed surveys, the citizens were 3 to 1 in support of a new facility.

Alderman Inman stated he had talked with the committee members individually and thanked them for a good, unbiased document.  He felt this document should not sit on a shelf but be put into effect.

Alderman Gilbert concurred that the committee had done a good job with the report. 

Alderman Lavin thanked Mr. Wrenn and stated the pictures included in the report reflect the need of a new facility.

Mayor Pro tem Lobdell suggested making a recommendation to Mayor Wisslead that the City and Park Committee be reestablished.
Alderman Inman moved, seconded by Alderman Dorsett to concur with recommending the City and Park Committee be reestablished, all Aldermen voted “Aye’ and Mayor Pro tem Lobdell declared the motion carried.

Second item was discussion on the Administrative and Engineering Services proposals for the Northeast Water main project.  PWD Burnett told the Committee the CDAP grant was in place and they were ready to start the water main project.  The two contracts included for approval are an engineering contract with McClure Engineering at a cost of $47,700, and Western Illinois Regional Council for grant administration at the cost of $21,100. 
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Alderman Dorsett asked for a project timetable and PWD Burnett stated it would be put on a fast timeline, bidding would start in December or January at the latest and the projected completion date would be September, 2008 with substantial completion by early spring.

Alderman Dorsett asked how many proposals were received and was told McClure and WIRC were the only two proposals.

Alderman Dorsett moved, seconded by Alderman Senn to put this item on the consent agenda for the November 19th City Council meeting, on question being put, Aldermen Vick, Lavin, Gilbert, Inman, Dorsett, Lobdell, Zahnle, Senn, and Moon, being all Aldermen voting “Aye” and no “Nay” votes, Mayor Pro tem Lobdell declared the motion carried.

Third item was discussion on an ordinance authorizing the rezoning of a property located at 411 West Calhoun Street from M-1 Light Manufacturing and M-2 General manufacturing to R-4 Multi-Family Residential.  Mayor Pro tem Lobdell asked for discussion.
Alderman Vick stated he was still concerned with over building rental properties.  He felt there needed to be demonstration of need before approving the rezoning.

Mayor Pro tem Lobdell stated he shared the concern, however the empty building would be a problem for the City in the future and he felt they needed to stay the course and approve the rezoning.

Alderman Gilbert stated he did not feel they could restrict the building of rentals and there was a need to utilize this property.

Alderman Dorsett added he personally was not certain of the need, but there was a need to utilize the property.

Alderman Lavin concurred.

Fourth item was discussion on an ordinance to amend the Unified Development Code creating a new zoning district O/I Office/Institutional.  CDC Basch explained the matrix handed out to the Aldermen and stated he felt this amendment to the code is needed.  He stated there have been no comments from the public opposing this ordinance.

Alderman Inman asked if in the comprehensive plan there would be a need to remap some of the areas which would fall within the O/I zoning and CDC Basch responded there was no need for remapping existing businesses but there was a need to give proper zoning to future projects.

Fifth item was discussion on an ordinance to create a Class R Plus Ss liquor license for Jeffrey Newton and Steven Collins on behalf of IL Spazio Javaco, LLC d/b/a/ II Spazio.  There was no discussion.
In other business, Alderman Inman asked PWD Burnett for an update on the Franklin and Compton Park bridges and the City Railroad crossing repairs.  

PWD Burnett started his update with the railroad crossing repairs and stated most of the work being done by the railroad crews should be completed next week and then the City will work on the street crossing adjacent to the railroad tracks.  The Lafayette crossing is on a highway and the railroad is waiting for an IDOT permit to allow work on that crossing.  The Franklin and Compton Park bridges continue to be in   the design phase.  There are some problems with the Compton Park plans due to the number of streets leading to the bridge.  The state permits needed for the bridge work have not been received.  The bridge work will not be completed until next year.

Alderman Lavin stated he had been questioned about the gravel on University Drive and Western Avenue and he assumed the gravel was being used to seal the asphalt used to repair the street.  PWD Burnett stated that was correct.     
Alderman Dorsett moved, seconded by Alderman Senn to adjourn into executive session for the purpose of a) Pending or probable litigation, pursuant to Sec. 2(c)(11) of the Open Meetings Act, on question being put, Alderman Lavin, Gilbert, Inman, Dorsett, Lobdell, Zahnle, Senn, Moon and Vick,, being all Aldermen voting “Aye” on roll call and no “Nay” votes, Mayor Pro tem Lobdell declared the motion carried and they adjourned into executive session at 5:43 p.m.

Alderman Senn moved, seconded by Alderman Lavin to adjourn back into Open Session, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and Mayor Pro tem Lobdell declared the motion carried and they adjourned into Open Session at 6:05 p.m.

There being no further business, Alderman Dorsett moved, seconded by Alderman Gilbert to adjourn, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and Mayor Pro tem Lobdell  declared the motion carried and they adjourned at 6:05 p.m.       
Gloria Barr, Deputy City Clerk

