Minutes of the Committee of the Whole

Monday, January 28, 2008
5:00 P.M.

The Committee of the Whole of the Macomb City Council met on Monday, January 28, 2008 at 5:00 p.m. in the City Council Chambers of City Hall at 232 East Jackson Street, Macomb, IL.

Mayor Wisslead called the meeting to order.

Members present: Ed Lavin, Louis Gilbert, Mike Inman, Dave Dorsett, Tim Lobdell, Ken Zahnle, Chris Senn, and Dennis Moon.  Richard Vick arrived at 5:01.         

Others present:  Deputy City Clerk Gloria Barr, Cit Administrator Dean Torreson, City Development Coordinator Ed Basch, Pubic Works Director Walter Burnett and Legal Counsel Liz Wilhelm.  

First item was discussion on the ordinance to create a Class R Plus SS liquor license for J. David Fuentes on behalf of Guadalajara Restaurant, Inc. d/b/a Guadalajara.  There was no discussion.
Second item was discussion on the ordinance to issue a special use permit to allow the establishment and operation of a medical office building in an R-4 Multi-Family District at 431 East Grant Street in Macomb, McDonough County, Illinois.  There was no discussion. 
Third item was discussion on an ordinance to authorize the rezoning of the property located at 327 W. Murray Street, R-2 Single Family Residential District to R-3 Two Family Residential District.  There was no discussion.
Fourth item was discussion on an ordinance to authorize the rezoning of property located at 333 W. Murray Street, R-2 Single Family Residential District to R-3 Two Family Residential District.  
Alderman Zahnle asked to address both the 327 and 333 W. Murray Street item.  He had received complaints on the rezoning as the properties were used as buffers for Chandler Blvd. which is zoned single family.  He understood that with the change in zoning the property could also become a multi-family property and asked CDC Basch if that was correct. 

CDC Basch stated it could be a multi-family property with the new zoning.  He stated it is a medium density area and the property is surrounded on three sides by R-4 properties.  The Planning Commission felt the zoning was appropriate and he had received only one e-mail against the zoning.

Alderman Lobdell said he had a parking concern and asked what accommodations would be made for parking.  He was told with two units, four parking places would be required.

Alderman Zahnle asked if alley parking would be utilized and who would be responsible for snow removal.  He was told by CDC Basch that the alley would be utilized and the City plows the alleys.

Mayor Wisslead stated snow removal was a concern.

Alderman Moon asked if approved would the parking lot need to be paved and CDC Basch responded that under the current ordinance the parking lot would need to be paved.  

Fifth item was discussion of the ordinance to amend Sections 13-75 and 13-79 of the Rental Housing Code.  CDC Basch distributed a handout reflecting the current year’s Total Estimated Revenue of $45,634.00 and the type and breakdown of rental housing with the Total Estimated Revenue from the increase.  He stated there were four options: 1) increase of 50% across the board for an income of $68,509.00, 2) Flat fee of $15.00 for a total income of $56,790.00, 3) Increase of 25% across the board; with new 20+ unit base for an income of $60,128.00, and 4) Increase of 40% across the board; with new 20+ unit base for an income of $67,316.00.    
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Alderman Vick stated he supported a flat fee increase of $18.00.
Alderman Lobdell favors the tiered system as the rental units are different in scope but would support a flat fee of $18.00.

Alderman Lobdell moved, seconded by Alderman Vick to accept the flat fee increase of $18.00. 

Mayor Wisslead asked for discussion and the following people spoke:

Chuck Wrenn, 524 E. Pierce Street, shared the history of the rental inspection and stated it was at the request of the City, not property owners.  Because of this, the fee had originally been split 50/50 and was not viewed as a profit/loss venture.  He shared figures with the Aldermen concerning his rental fee costs for the trailers he owns and stated due to the income level of his renters, he could not increase the rent.  He felt the flat rate would not be fair due to the difference in rental income.

Alderman Vick stated he was sympathetic to his situation.

Alderman Lavin stated the City could no longer support the cost totally through the General Fund.  He did not feel the rest of the City should be supporting the low income rental properties.  
Mr. Wrenn responded that the rental inspection is the City’s preference and they should pay for it.  He pays taxes on the property and trailers and this should cover inspection.

Alderman Dorsett said there are philosophical difference between the Council of nine years ago and the current Council.

Alderman Moon pointed out that the increase from the current cost to the new cost would be $1.50.

Alderman Zahnle stated there was no way to address the equity issue.

Mr. Wrenn stated this could be done by charging according to zoning. 

Jim Entwhistle, 1413 Stacy Lane, supported the flat fee.  He stated he had talked with Dale Firof, Building Inspector, and was told there is not much difference in the inspections as 20 inspections cannot be done in one visit.  He noted that option #4 would result in a 200% increase for him.   

Alderman Vick asked if Mr. Entwhistle favored the $18.00 fee and was told yes.



Marlene Morrison, 1212 W. Adams, recommended the City return to complaint driven  

inspections.  This could eliminate staff and insurance costs to the City.

Alderman Vick stated he would support a $15.00 fee.

Mayor Wisslead stated the motion on the floor was for a flat fee of $18.00, motion was carried by a voice vote, with Alderman Dorsett voting “Nay”.  Mayor Wisslead placed this on the February 4, 2008 City Council agenda. 
Sixth item was discussion on the meeting with the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency.  PWD Burnett stated there were two meeting on January 25, 2008 with the IEPA; THM Violations meeting and Water 
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Facility Plan Follow-up meeting.  Both meetings went well, with the IEPA supporting the timeline, SRF funds for THM corrections and Water Facility Plan Improvements related to THM improvements in the first
 meeting, and stating they had not yet reviewed the Water Facility plan in the second meeting.  They were supportive of our application for an IEPA Loan and stated the IEPA Loan Section will work with us to help obtain funding.

CA Torrence stated their tone was supportive and there is a good chance of securing a revolving loan.

PW Burnett stated he would have a Master Engineering Services agreement with Benton & Associates for WTP improvements and THM compliance ready for the Council meeting next week. 
Alderman Moon asked if the second loan timeline could overlap the first loan.

PW Burnett indicated the timeline would be September or October and it could overlap.  The completion date for the Water Treatment Plant improvements would be 2009.  

Seventh item was discussion on rejecting the bid for the Cemetery Office remodel project.  Alderman Lobdell moved, seconded by Alderman Zahnle to move to reject the bid, with all Alderman voting “Aye,’ Mayor Wisslead stated this will be on the February 4th City Counsel meeting.  
Eighth item was discussion on the purchase policy for the City of Macomb.  CA Torreson supplied the Aldermen with a copy of the proposed policy and order form.  He explained the policy different types of purchases, and stated the order form would be in effect for any purchase over $5,000.00. 
Mayor Wisslead stated this procedure had been recommended by the City’s Accountants and Auditors.  He asked the Committee to study the proposed policy and submit any remarks to CA Torrence before the next Committee of the Whole meeting.

Alderman Senn inquired as to the origin of the model used for the purchase order and was told it was based on the purchase order used at CA Torrence’s last place of employment.  It has been modified to meet the Macomb’s needs.  

Ninth item was discussion on setting meeting dates for Budget Committees.   CA Torrence distributed a Budget Preparation Schedule and asked for input for meeting dates.  The following meetings times were finalized:

Public Safety Committee
February 12th

4:00 p.m.


General Government Comm.
February 14th

4:00 p.m.


Public Works Committee
To Be Announced





In other business, Alderman Inman asked for an update on the Route 67 and Burlington Northern Railroad project and was told by PWD Burnett, there was no update at this time. 
Alderman Inman moved, seconded by Alderman Dorsett to adjourn into executive session for the purpose of a) Pending or probable litigation, pursuant to Sec. 2(c) (11) of the Open Meetings Act, on question being put, Alderman Lavin, Gilbert, Inman, Dorsett, Lobdell, Zahnle, Moon, Senn and Vick, being all Aldermen voting “Aye” on roll call and no “Nay” votes, Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried and they adjourned into executive session at 6:10 p.m.
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Alderman Dorsett moved, seconded by Alderman Lobdell to adjourn back into Open Session, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried and they adjourned into Open Session at 6:40 p.m.

There being no further business, Alderman Lobdell moved, seconded by Alderman Lavin to adjourn, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and Mayor Wisslead  declared the motion carried and they adjourned at 6:40       p.m.       
Gloria Barr, Deputy City Clerk

