Minutes of the Committee of the Whole

Monday, February 11, 2008
5:00 P.M.

The Committee of the Whole of the Macomb City Council met on Monday, February 11, 2008 at 5:00 p.m. in the City Council Chambers of City Hall at 232 East Jackson Street, Macomb, IL.

Mayor Wisslead called the meeting to order.

Members present: Richard Vick, Ed Lavin, Louis Gilbert, Mike Inman, Dave Dorsett, Tim Lobdell, Ken Zahnle, Chris Senn, and Dennis Moon.           

Others present:  Deputy City Clerk Gloria Barr, City Administrator Dean Torreson, City Development Coordinator Ed Basch, Pubic Works Director Walter Burnett and Legal Counsel Liz Wilhelm.  

First item was discussion on entering into a master engineering agreement with Benton and Associates for the Water Treatment Plant improvements.  CA Torreson defined the agreement and explained there were no prices in the agreement because each project would include an amendment approved and authorized separately by the City Council.
Alderman Lavin asked if Task II was some of the work already started and was told no, the work listed was upcoming projects.

John Calise, Benton & Associates, stated the work listed in Task II was a continuation of the Water Treatment Plant project plan.  The Master Agreement was an umbrella for all of the projects and each project would have a work authorization.  

CA Torreson stated Work Authorization “A” for the THM compliance improvements was attached and did include a cost not to exceed $160,171.00.

John Calise, Benton & Associates, stated this cost covers the complete project; from planning, implementation, completion, and final reports and compliance with the IEPA.

CA Torreson asked and was told the inspections cost for this project were $67,238.00.  It could be less but will not exceed that amount.

Second item was discussion on the ordinance to amend Chapter 11 (Garbage and Trash), of the Municipal Code of Macomb, Illinois.  Alderman Lavin stated violations are assessed through sections 11-1- and 11-8, but the ordinance states no specific fine.  He feels the cost should be in the ordinance and policy so the public is aware of the costs.

Legal Counsel Wilhelm stated codes often do not state the costs in the same chapter of codes.  She stated the costs could be included if that was the Council’s preference.  She stated the minimum charge would be $25.00.

Alderman Lavin asked if the violation would be against the property owner or renters and was told the violation is sent to the renters since they occupy the home, however the property owner is ultimately responsible.

Mayor Wisslead asked for input from the audience and the following people spoke:

Marsha Crisp, 4 Cedar Drive, asked what was new or revised in the policy and Legal Counsel Wilhelm stated it dealt mainly with contract changes with Waste Management.

Ms. Crisp asked when the policy would go into effect, since some residents do not have the new containers and was told it would not go into effect until the ordinance was passed, published in pamphlet form, and WM has everything in place.   
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Alderman Dorsett stated the Bed & Breakfast residences did not receive trash containers from Waste Management and were told they are now considered commercial properties.  He explained since the Bed and Breakfast owners live at the residence and would need trash pick up with or without patrons, they have, in the past, been treated as residences.
Mayor Wisslead and CA Torreson stated City staff had made the decision to consider the properties commercial.

Alderman Dorsett made the motion, seconded by Alderman Lobdell to continue the residence status of Bed & Breakfasts within the City of Macomb and Mayor Wisslead asked for discussion.

Alderman Vick stated he supports keeping residence status for B&Bs.

Alderman Lavin said under the Unified Development Code (B&Bs are approved under the UDC) it states the  services of an ordinary household are provided and only 15 % of the home can be used for the B&B.  He would favor providing residential garbage removal.
Alderman Senn agreed with providing residential garbage removal and would add that they would need to add extra containers if the business generated more than the regular containers provided.

Mayor Wisslead stated anyone could have another container for $3.00 a month and that fee is paid directly to Waste Management.  Additionally, there is a sticker program just like yard waste and you can put out another container (trash can, not garbage bag) with the sticker attached if you have extra trash.

James Von Kannon, 1406 Maple Avenue, stated there was no trash collection fee listed and asked the cost?   He also stated he felt the City was now dictating what residents could use at their homes.  Additionally, he asked who would replace broken containers and what would be the charge for broken or vandalized containers.   
Mayor Wisslead stated a $16.75 fee had been discussed and will be finalized with Council vote.  He   stated the City was working on putting all fees into a separate resolution so when fees change, the ordinance does not have to be rewritten. 
Legal Counsel Wilhelm stated Waste Management owns the containers and the City has a right to dictate what containers can be used.  

Alderman Lobdell stated containers broken with normal use would be replaced by WM.  Containers broken by abuse would be replaced by the owner at the current cost of the container.  

Mayor Wisslead stated more information will be covered when discussing the Solid Waste Collection under item 3.

Mayor Wisslead stated there was a motion on the floor to keep B&Bs under residential trash collection, with all Aldermen voting “Aye” , Mayor Wisslead put the item on the February 19, 2008 City Council agenda.  

Third item was discussion on the Solid Waste collection policy.  PWD Burnett stated he had a list of people who had notified them that they were out of state as well as a list of people who had asked for water shut off while they were out of state and they will deliver their containers when they return.  He explained the deadline had been extended due to some unforeseen problems with delivery of containers.  Also the demand for 64 gallon and 35 gallon containers had resulted in the re-ordering of containers.  All deliveries 
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should be completed by February 22, 2008.  Other operational items, such as can replacement by WM staff and vacant house distribution have been discussed.
Alderman Vick asked if the big container needs to be placed at the street for collection upon delivery of the requested one and was told, as long the container is visible, it will be picked up and exchanged.

Mayor Wisslead stated there will be a new “most frequently asked questions” and additional information on channel 15 as well as an informational handout.

Alderman Senn asked how the $25.00 exchange fee was established and PWD Burnett stated that was the normal replacement fee charged by WM and he found that reasonable as there is a cost in replacing containers.  He stated the new deadline may not be republished.  Alderman Senn also asked for clarification of section II-F which requests residents assist WM in the investigation of stolen or vandalized carts.  PWD Burnett stated this meant the residents would need to fill out a police report.  Alderman Senn said his concern is WM can charge the resident for intentionally damaged or misused carts; he would like to know how intentionally damaged and misused carts are defined.  He would like examples because, as written, it appears to give WM a lot of latitude for interpretation.  PWD Burnett stated the agreement is with the City and WM, so the Council is involved with this process.
Mayor Wisslead stated any calls concerning this should be given to the Mayor.  The City Administrator will work with WM on any problems.

Alderman Inman would also like to see the “complete a police report” listed in the solid waste policy so residents will know this is part of the reporting.  

Alderman Dorsett asked where the bulk items and “white goods” stickers would be available.  He felt the information should be available to the public. 

 PWD Burnett stated, currently, they would be available at the same places as the yard waste stickers; Water Department, West Side Lumber, Farm King, and HyVee.  There will be a public information campaign concerning this information.  Additionally, an excess refuse sticker can be used on another container (no bags) if needed.  The cost of $1.50 was mentioned, however it is not finalized.  This would be for the residents that do not need a bigger size container, but occasionally have extra trash.

Alderman Lavin said the policy does not address the storage of containers and he has seen several sitting in the front yard and on the porch.  He asked if the policy wants to address this or should it be addressed in the ordinance.

PWD Burnett replied the ordinance does state you can set the containers out from 6:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. the day before pick up.

Mayor Wisslead stated containers are out now because of the exchanging of container size.
Alderman Lavin stated he had no concern with that; his concern was with the storage of the containers.  Many homes are storing them on the front porch.

Legal Counsel Wilhelm stated she felt the City should not get into the storage issue.  Alderman Lavin stated this was an issue that needed to be addressed.  Alderman Dorsett agreed with Alderman Lavin and requested that Legal Counsel go on a drive with Alderman Lavin to see the situation. 

Alderman Lobdell stated it is for convenience and goes along with the indoor furniture on the front porch.
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Legal Counsel Wilhelm agreed to do a drive around with Alderman Lavin.
PWD Burnett stated the billing can be prorated.  It will run with the monthly water bill cycle.

Fourth item was discussion on an ordinance to amend Sections 13-75 and 13-79 of the Rental Housing code.  There was no discussion.  

Fifth item was discussion of the proposed Purchase Policy for the City of Macomb.  There was no discussion.
James Von Kannon, 1406 Maple Avenue, asked permission to discuss the rental property registration fee.  He objected to the late fee of $75.00 and suggested the late fee be doubled after the first month and each month thereafter instead of increased to $75.00.        
Sixth item was discussion on the Civil Defense intergovernmental agreement.  Alderman Inman moved, seconded by Alderman Lobdell to put this item on the February 19th City Council Consent Agenda, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and it was placed on the agenda.
Seventh item was discussion on re-striping the City of Macomb Police cars.  Police Chief Galloway explained the Department would like to update their police cars with a contemporary striping design consisting of black over yellow.  The Community Service Officer’s vehicle has the new design and they have received positive feedback. There is also the possibility of having a police website listed on the bumper and the Crime Stoppers number on the car. The total estimated costs of removing and striping for marked vehicles would be $4200.00 to $5300.00 to be paid out of the Police Protective Tax Fund.

Mayor Wisslead stated this design is more reflective than the current design.

Alderman Inman stated with more area reflected it increases your visibility and could prevent accidents.  He also feels it is a good use for the Police Protective Tax. 
Alderman Lobdell stated one vehicle is in for repair and instead of wasting time and money on the old design, it would be good to move forward with this so the vehicle could be repaired using the new design.  He would support the proposal.  
In other business, CA Torreson reminded the Committee of the upcoming budget meetings and stated they would be open to the public and televised.  The Public Works Budget meeting will be on Tuesday, February 19th at 4:30 p.m.

Mayor Wisslead congratulated Darcy Shinberger on being named University Relations Director for Western Illinois University and the City looks forward to working with her.    
Alderman Dorsett moved, seconded by Alderman Inman to adjourn into executive session for the purpose of a) Appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance or dismissal of an employee of the public body or legal counsel for the public body, pursuant to Sec. 2(c)(1) of the Open Meetings Act and b) Collective Bargaining matters between the public body and it’s employees or representatives, or deliberations concerning salary schedules for one of more classes of employees, pursuant to Sec. 2(c)(2) of the Open Meetings Act, on question being put, Alderman Vick, Lavin, Gilbert, Inman, Dorsett, Lobdell, Zahnle, Moon  and Senn being all Aldermen voting “Aye” on roll call and no “Nay” votes, Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried and they adjourned into executive session at 5:54 p.m.
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Alderman Lobdell moved, seconded by Alderman Dorsett to adjourn back into Open Session, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried and they adjourned into Open Session at 6:38 p.m.

There being no further business, Alderman Dorsett moved, seconded by Alderman Lavin to adjourn, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and Mayor Wisslead  declared the motion carried and they adjourned at 6:38       p.m.       
Gloria Barr, Deputy City Clerk

