Minutes of the Committee of the Whole

Monday, February 25, 2008
5:00 P.M.

The Committee of the Whole of the Macomb City Council met on Monday, February 25, 2008 at 5:00 p.m. in the City Council Chambers of City Hall at 232 East Jackson Street, Macomb, IL.

Mayor Wisslead called the meeting to order.

Members present: Richard Vick, Ed Lavin, Louis Gilbert, Mike Inman, Dave Dorsett, Tim Lobdell, Ken Zahnle, Chris Senn, and Dennis Moon.           

Others present:  Deputy City Clerk Gloria Barr, City Administrator Dean Torreson, City Development Coordinator Ed Basch, Pubic Works Director Walter Burnett, Utilities Manager Jim Bessler and Legal Counsel Liz Wilhelm.  

First item was discussion on an ordinance to authorize the rezoning of a property located southeast of the southeast corner of Grant Street and Madelyn Avenue from R-1, One Family Dwelling Residential District to O/I, Office/Institutional District.  Alderman Gilbert stated he felt this was a win/win situation.
Jim Lucie, 315 E. Jackson, Leroy & Patricia Brown’s attorney, stated the 10 acres of property appeared to be a fit for professional development.  The Brown’s are in Florida, but will return if needed, for the March 3rd Council meeting.  They have expressed willingness to work with the City on any concerns.
Second item was discussion on the ordinance to authorize the issuance of a Special Use Permit to establish a Residential use in a B-2 District at 327 East Jackson Street in Macomb, McDonough County, Illinois.  Alderman Lobdell stated he is on record for opposing of this type of Special Use Permit, but sees a need for this and has no objections to authorizing the special use permit.
Third item was discussion on an ordinance to authorize the issuance of a Special Use Permit to continue and convert a legally non-conforming residential use in a B-2 District at 321 East Jackson Street in Macomb, McDonough County, Illinois.  There was no discussion.
Fourth item was discussion on an ordinance and revised intergovernmental agreement adding territory to the Macomb/McDonough County Enterprise Zone within the county of McDonough.  Legal Counsel Wilhelm read the ordinance.
Alderman Moon, read a statement on behalf of the Enterprise Management Board explaining the project:  Grow Mark, on behalf of Western Grain Marketing, is requesting an expansion of property to allow for a shipping facility.  Grow Mark and Western Grain Marketing (Two Rivers FS, Riverland FS, and West Central FS).  This would be located on 148 acres and would allow a one unit, 110 car, Burlington Northern and Santa Fe train to receive, load, and ship grain in a 10 hour period.  The looped track would be approximately 7200 feet long and would cost an estimated $26,000,000.00.  Construction is scheduled to start in April 2008 and will be finished June 1, 2009.  The Enterprise Management Board has agreed to go forward with the application.  The property would extend from the south of Bushnell, at the intersection of Route 41 and the Murphy blacktop and would run along Route 41 straight south to the Kelso property at the T intersection at Route 41 and U. S. 136.  The agreement must be approved by the Cities of Macomb, Bushnell, Colchester and the McDonough County Board.  He stated there would be no property tax abatements with this plan and recommended moving forward as soon as possible.        

Alderman Gilbert stated he felt this was good for the area due to possible property tax increases, increased delivery costs on corn, and the decrease of highway truck traffic.
Alderman Lobdell moved, seconded by Alderman Dorsett, to put this item on the March 3rd 2008 City Council Consent Agenda, all Aldermen voted “Aye”, and it will be placed on the agenda.
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Alderman Dorsett moved, seconded by Alderman Moon to waive the second reading of the ordinance, with all Aldermen voting ‘Aye”, and Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried.

Fifth item was discussion on Compton Park and Franklin Street bridges.  PWD Burnett stated the original estimates for the work on Compton Park Bridge and Franklin Street Bridge were ball park estimates, and the researched costs now reflected Compton at $220,000.00 and Franklin at $191,500.00.  Additionally, monies could be chosen from local monies or MFT monies; this would also affect price.  He stated the original plan of an aluminum box culvert for Compton Park Bridge will not work.  The estimates include the bridge structure and the surrounding infrastructure of storm sewers, sanitary sewers, and water mains.  Additionally there is some erosion that will need to be addressed.  He stated there were three options:  1) replace as planned, 2) replace in phases, 3) replace with bike and pedestrian bridges.  The cost could be reduced depending on the option chosen.

Mayor Wisslead asked that the bridge work be addressed separately, first discussing Compton Bridge and then Franklin Bridge: 

Alderman Inman stated he felt there was a commitment to replace Compton Bridge as discussed in previous Councils.  He asked what would be gained by phasing the replacement of bridges and was told it could save some money by doing less now.  

PWD Burnett stated traffic counts had been done at the bridge and the daily counts were around 800 – 850 cars per day.  It has doubled since 1999, the last time counts were taken.

Alderman Dorsett questioned the savings in phasing, as costs would increase over time.  PWD Burnett stated there would definitely be increases in cost.  The $220,000.00 cost is today’s costs with the County doing the work instead of a contractor. 
Alderman Senn stated he felt the Council had committed to both neighborhoods and did not want to compromise either neighborhood.  Delays in completing the work would result in increased costs, but any changes in the original repairs would need to have neighborhood input.

Alderman Lobdell stated he was disappointed in original estimates as the Council’s decisions are based on information supplied to them.  There is now a commitment to complete work and the costs are definitely higher.  He agrees that Compton Park Bridge is a necessity with the traffic counts.  He would like to see another assessment on the Franklin Bridge with neighborhood input.  At least one bridge needs to be done now and perhaps one in the future.

Alderman Gilbert told the Council the costs will go up and he supports construction being done now.

Alderman Dorsett agreed that he would like to see the work done now, however he would also agree with Alderman Senn and request input from the people in the Franklin Street bridge neighborhood.

Alderman Lavin stated he had talked with the neighborhood and the discussion ran 50/50 between having a car traffic bridge and a bike/pedestrian bridge.

Mayor Wisslead asked for audience input on the Compton Bridge and the following people spoke:

Mary Kiritsy, 640 Lincoln Drive, stated she had presented a 100 signature petition in May when this was discussed and would like to have the bridge replaced for car traffic as promised.  She asked for traffic counts for the S. Pearl Street Bridge and PWD Burnett stated they were approximately 3,000 per day.
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Ginny Mock, 711 East Franklin, stated that if only one bridge could be done she would support the Compton Bridge replacement.  She did say that living on Franklin and detouring the Franklin Bridge is inconvenient but it would not be as inconvenient as detouring the Compton Park bridge.

Mayor Wisslead stated it appeared the Council would like an engineer’s estimate of costs for the Compton Bridge.  

Alderman Lobdell stated he did not want to cut costs on the replacement of the bridge.

Mayor Wisslead agreed and would also suggest no phasing with the replacement of the bridge.  He would like it all done in one year.

Alderman Inman moved, seconded by Alderman Gilbert to get an engineer’s cost for replacing Compton Park Bridge, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and it will be placed on the Committee of the Whole meeting agenda for March 10, 2008.

Mayor Wisslead asked PWD Burnett to discuss the Franklin Street Bridge.  He stated this bridge had the same three options.  The County could help with this bridge, it must be IDOT approved.  He stated there was a water main under the bridge that would need to be moved.

Alderman Lobdell asked it there were any County Bridge Replacement Funds that could be used for this bridge and was told by PWD Burnett that funds were not available at this time and no funds would be available until 2014.  He stated the Wigwam Hollow Bridge is also in need of funds.  
Alderman Lobdell suggested that this bridge could be phased.

Alderman Inman questioned making the Franklin Street Bridge a pedestrian and Bike Bridge.  PWD Burnett explained this could be done with permanent barricades at each end with steps leading to the park on the either side.

Alderman Lobdell asked what the fixed life of both bridges would be and was told Franklin could be20 - 30 years and Compton Bridge design life would be 40 to 60 years.    

Mayor Wisslead asked the audience for input on the Franklin Street Bridge and the following people spoke:

Debra Chyarette, 309 E. Franklin Street, stated she had suggested in May that the bridge be made into a pedestrian and bicycle walkway.  She has talked to neighbors and the closing of the bridge to car traffic does not seem to be much of an inconvenience to the surrounding properties as there was never a lot of traffic.  The neighborhood is divided 50/50 as stated.  She does know that Mr. Moon would like it replaced as through traffic and Mrs. Hartman would like the bridge closed.  The driveways of Mr. Moon and Mrs. Hartman would need to be taken into consideration as the closing of the street could affect access to their driveways.  She stated a pedestrian/bike walkway would also to keep the City’s cost for bridge replacement down.

Alderman Dorsett moved, seconded by Alderman Senn to add this item to the March 10th 2008 Committee of the Whole meeting, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and it will be placed on the agenda.

Alderman Inman asked the timeline for the bridge replacement and was told construction would start fall, 2008.  This time line will allow for designs and IDOT guidelines and permits.
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Sixth item was discussion on the Executive Session minutes that need to remain closed. Alderman Dorsett moved, seconded by Alderman Moon to put this item on the March 3rd 2008 City Council Consent Agenda, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and it will be placed on the agenda.
Seventh item was a Budget work session.  CA Torreson explained the Cash Balance Sheet and stated all three Committees have reviewed the budget.  The final budget would be delivered to the Aldermen on March 27th 2008 for discussion at the March 31st 2008 Committee of the Whole meeting.  He stated the City plans to spend over $1,000,000.00 on street repairs this year.  There is adequate monies in all accounts expect water.  This account has had a negative cash balance for one year.  The rate increase for this year should take care of the negative balance.  A rate increase for garbage has been approved in theory and should be on the next City Council meeting agenda for approval.  There are two new part time positions that will include a technology position that will be divided 50/50 with City and County and a part time secretary for the Mayor’s Office.  He stated there is a 5 year Capital Improvement Plan and discussed the following:  Cemetery: a building addition to the Oakwood Cemetery office building; Zoning: an Adams Street Study (matching funds from WIU); Fire Dept: replacement of equipment; Police Dept: replacements of vehicles, telephone system, and new backdoor camera; Public Works: improvements to salt storage facility, water tower inspection and cathodic protection equipment, truck and plow, vehicles, trailer mounted sewer camera, and equipment for the water and sewer plants.  Merit increases were discussed.

Mayor Wisslead asked PWB Burnett for an update on snow removal and water.  PWD Burnett stated the City is extremely low on salt.  Only emergency routes will be salted.  The County can help the City with salt if necessary.  The Water Plant is relatively stable.  He presented three samples of water and stated even though one of them was clear, it did not meet IEPA requirements.  It contained 1.4 NTUs and the State’s acceptable level is 1.0 NTU.  The City water is now at .2NTU, but needs to stay there for 48 hours before the boil order can be lifted. 

Alderman Lavin asked if the new low pressure filter could handle this and was told yes.

Alderman Senn asked if this could be a recurring problem and PWD Burnett stated with the ground being frozen as it is at this time, run off is a problem.  The system should be able to handle spring rains, without frozen ground.

Alderman Moon stated the location of testing was changed at the request of the State.

Alderman Inman said telephone calls received reflect concern from restaurant owners and asked what would be the next step if the City was a habitual violator. 
PWD Burnett said the problem would be with us for two years.  The water plant approval and improvements will be a two year process.  

Alderman Lavin asked if the City could work with the lake to control runoff and revisit the long term plan if the problems with the lake continue.  PWD Burnett stated 60% of the contamination was due to Agriculture in the area.  

PWD stated restaurant owners are bound by, both, EPA and the Health department.
In other business, Mayor Wisslead congratulated the Macomb High Wrestling team for making the Elite Eight competition.  A Proclamation was read that declared February 24, 2008 as Macomb High Wresting Recognition Day. 
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Alderman Lavin moved, seconded by Alderman Inman to adjourn into executive session for the purpose of a) Appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance or dismissal of an employee of the public body or legal counsel for the public body, pursuant to Sec. 2(c)(1) of the Open Meetings Act, on question being put, Aldermen Lavin, Gilbert, Inman, Dorsett, Lobdell, Zahnle, Senn, Moon, and Vick, being all Aldermen voting “Aye” on roll call and no “Nay” votes, Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried and they adjourned into executive session at 6:11p.m.
Alderman Lobdell moved, seconded by Alderman Dorsett to adjourn back into Open Session, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried and they adjourned into Open Session at 6:25 p.m.

There being no further business, Alderman Moon moved, seconded by Alderman Lavin to adjourn, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and Mayor Wisslead  declared the motion carried and they adjourned at 6:25       p.m.       
Gloria Barr, Deputy City Clerk

