Minutes of the Committee of the Whole

Monday, March 31, 2008
5:00 P.M.

The Committee of the Whole of the Macomb City Council met on Monday, March 31, 2008 at 5:00 p.m. in the City Council Chambers of City Hall at 232 East Jackson Street, Macomb, IL.

Mayor Wisslead called the meeting to order.

Members present: Richard Vick, Ed Lavin, Louis Gilbert, Mike Inman, Dave Dorsett, Tim Lobdell, Ken Zahnle, Chris Senn, and Dennis Moon.                

Others present:  Deputy City Clerk Gloria Barr, City Administrator Dean Torreson, City Development Coordinator Ed Basch, Pubic Works Director Walter Burnett, and Legal Counsel Liz Wilhelm.  

First item was an update on the railroad safety program from Sergeant Jason York.  Sergeant York stated the Peer grant which is a railroad safety grant will run out today.  The Macomb Police Department will apply again as this grant money covers not only railroad safety, but also education.  The grant money is kept local and used for Media outlets.  Radio, newspapers, and cable ads are bought and the current grant money will pay for ads through December.  He told the Committee the media had been very good at giving extra advertising time and space and he wanted to publicly thank them.  He reported there were seven warnings and citations for the month of March.  The main point with railroad safety is awareness.  He stated the educational motto is look, listen, and live.  He asked that any questions or concerns be forwarded to him at jyork@macombpolice.com and added Officer Chris Butcher, School Resource Officer could be reached at 833-4505.

Alderman Gilbert asked if he could explain the timeframe for the lights, gates and trains.  Officer York responded the Burlington Northern and the Federal Railroad Administration set this procedure; the lights must come on 20 seconds prior to the train getting to the crossing.  Cars need to stop within 15 feet and no further than 50 feet from crossing.  He also stated when the red lights come on and gates are coming down, cars need to stop and when the red lights go off and the gate is completely up, the cars may cross.  There is a $250.00 fine and mandatory court appearance for violation.         
Second item was discussion on a resolution authorizing application for Public transportation Financial Assistance under Section 5311 of the Federal Transit Act of 1991.  Transportation Director Gary Ziegler explained the reasons for this resolution.  He stated the federal program and State program starts in July and therefore the City should be preparing the paperwork now.  This would include three items, 2 resolutions and one ordinance.  He has not received an allocation or application to date, but should be receiving them in the first part of April.  This resolution would give permission to apply for the grant.  He would like to suggest adding this resolution to the April 14th Council meeting agenda.  
Third item was discussion on an ordinance to provide for public transportation in Macomb and McDonough County  Mayor Wisslead stated this ordinance would need to have first reading next week, April 7th,  with discussion on the 14th of April and the second reading on the 21st of April.

Alderman Senn moved, seconded by Alderman Lavin to put this item on the April 7th agenda, all Aldermen answered “Aye” and Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried.  
Fourth item was discussion on a resolution accepting the Special Section 5333(b) Warranty for the Section 5311 operating assistance program.  TD Ziegler explained this was a special warranty resolution that covered the notification process of employee cutback.  He stated this is only a formality and no employee cutbacks are expected.

Mayor Wisslead asked TD Ziegler to explain the news conference scheduled for Wednesday, April 2, 2008.  He stated there would be a news conference at 10:00 a.m. in the WIU Prairie Lounge for the Go West Transit.  They will be celebrating their 10,000,000 rider.  They are certain this will happen by
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 Wednesday.  They will be announcing the name of the 10,000,000 rider at the news conference.  Also they will be celebrating the Ridership Award which they received a few weeks ago.  The Go West bus system is funded in two ways: Student fees pay a little less than 50% and the City pays a little more than 50% through grants received from the Illinois Department of Transportation. 

Fifth item was discussion on an ordinance to amend the city fee schedule to increase water rates by amending Section 24-3 and 23-78. POWER TO ACT.  This was presented for 2nd reading and final approval.  Legal Counsel Wilhelm gave second reading of the ordinance.
Alderman Gilbert stated he had received several complaints from major water users as they felt they could not calculate the actual costs of the new rates.

Alderman Lavin asked if the $51.75 call out fee was only a minimum fee and was told this was a flat fee.

Alderman Lobdell moved, seconded by Alderman Moon to approve the ordinance, on question being put, Alderman Lavin, Gilbert, Inman, Dorsett, Lobdell, Zahnle, Senn, and Moon, being all Aldermen voting “Aye” on roll call and no “Nay” votes, Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried.

Sixth item was discussion on an ordinance to authorize issuance of a special use permit to locate a telecommunications related mechanical structure in an R-2 One Family Dwelling District at 218 South Mechanic Street.  Mayor Wisslead stated first reading would be at the April 7th Council meeting and discussion would be at the Committee of the Whole meeting on April 14th.
Seventh item was discussion on the Downtown Planting bids.  Two bids were received and opened on March 26th, 2008 from Tranquil Gardens in the amount of $23,600.00 and the Elsner’s Nursery in the amount of $3,350.00.  PW Director Burnett and the Chamber Design Committee recommended accepting the bid of Elsner’s Nursery.  He stated there is a contingency added for some additional plantings and the 
recommendation submitted for approval next week will reflect a cost of $4,850.00.
Mayor Wisslead stated the Committee would like an update as to the increase in cost.

Alderman Dorsett moved, seconded by Alderman Lobdell to place this item on the April 7th Council agenda, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried.

Eighth item was discussion on the proposed budget.  CA Torreson stated there were two changes in the budget submitted to the Aldermen:  The first item is Mosquito and Weed control line item in the Street Department budget.  This needs to be increased for both this year and next year to the amounts of Mosquito control $17,000 and Weed control $16,000.  This is a two year increase of $18,000.  The second item is the Macomb Police Department roof. Although the roof is 11 years old, it is a flat roof and has needed repaired four times in the last few months.  The 911 Center, evidence room, and other areas have had to have buckets to catch the water.  After talking to Lieutenant Royal and Mayor Wisslead, CA Torreson’s recommendation is to add back the $60,000 initially in the budget for a new roof for the Macomb Police Department.
Alderman Inman asked if CA Torreson had an updated proposed budget and was told the proposed budge was $25,890,000.  This does not include $78,000 just discussed.

Alderman Lavin asked PWD Burnett to clarify the use for the $40,000 portable generator and was told this trailer mounted generator would be used by both the waste water plant and Spring Lake.  Alderman Lavin asked if the City had a switch gear in place needed to use the generator.  PWD Burnett stated there would need to be modifications to use the generator.  This would not be an automatic transfer.
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Alderman Dorsett had questions concerning the $100,000 camera in the Street Department budget. He asked PWD Burnett to explain how he planned to fit the camera work into the City work schedule; would crews be taken off other projects, or would he be considering adding people to do this. 
PWD Burnett stated this is part of the I & I program (Inspection and Infiltration program.  It will be a combination of reassigning crews and adding people.  One person is assigned to the camera work at this time.  Additional crews will be added at different times of the year. He plans on doing the camera work 200 days a year.  It will take 5 years to do the storm and sanitary sewers.
Mayor Wisslead stated the first reading will be on April 7th 2008 and the Public Hearing will be April 14th at 5:00 p.m.

In other business, Mayor Wisslead stated the IDOT and Burlington Northern/Santa Fe have agreed to fix the North Lafayette Street crossing.  The tentative schedule is late April or early May and will involve a three day closure with detours to University Drive and Bower Road.

Mayor Wisslead stated the National Arbor Day Association has again named Macomb a Tree City, U.S.A.  This is the 16th year Macomb has had that honor.

Alderman Senn informed the Committee and audience tomorrow night, April 1, 2008, at the Jr. Sr. High School gym there will be a program addressing local and national concerns.  The program is titled: “Grab the Cyber Bully by the Horns”, Keeping Kids safe from internet Bullies.  This is an important program and will have two powerful speakers.  
Alderman Lobdell moved, seconded by Alderman Inman to adjourn into executive session for the purpose of a) Appointment, employment compensation, discipline, performance or dismissal of an employee of the public body or legal counsel for the public body, pursuant to Sec. 2(c)(1) of the Open Meetings Act, and b) Collective Bargaining matters between the public body and it’s employees or representatives, or deliberations concerning salary schedules for one or more classes of employees, pursuant to Sec. 2(c)(2) of the Open Meetings Act, on question being put, Aldermen Gilbert, Inman, Dorsett, Lobdell, Senn,  Moon, Vick, and Lavin,  being all Aldermen voting “Aye” on roll call and no “Nay” votes, Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried and they adjourned into executive session at 5:32 p.m.

Alderman moved Lobdell, seconded by Alderman Moon to adjourn back into Open Session, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried and they adjourned into Open Session at 6:05 p.m.

There being no further business, Alderman Zahnle moved, seconded by Alderman Dorsett to adjourn, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried and they adjourned at 6:05 p.m. 
Gloria Barr, Deputy City Clerk

