Minutes of the Committee of the Whole

Monday, July 14, 2008
5:00 P.M.

The Committee of the Whole of the Macomb City Council met on Monday July 14, 2008 at 5:00 p.m. in the City Council Chambers of City Hall at 232 East Jackson Street, Macomb, IL.

Mayor Wisslead called the meeting to order.

Members present: Richard Vick, Ed Lavin, Louis Gilbert, Mike Inman, Dave Dorsett, Tim Lobdell, Ken Zahnle.                    

Others present:  Mayor Mick Wisslead, City Clerk Melanie Falk, City Administrator Dean Torreson, Legal Counsel Liz Wilhelm.
First item was discussion on an ordinance to create a Class R plus SS plus EH liquor license for Sapphire & Ruby, Inc. dba The Sapphire Restaurant and Ruby Lounge.  There was no discussion. 

Second item was discussion on an ordinance to authorize the rezoning of property located at 425 West Elting Street from R-2 One Family Residential District to R-3 Two Family Residential District.  

Third item was discussion on an ordinance to authorize the rezoning of property located at 832 North Albert Street from R-2 One Family Residential District to R-3 Two Family Residential District. 

It was the consensus of the Council to discuss items two and three together.

Tom Emery, owner, 425 W. Elting.  He supports both the rezoning of 425 W. Elting and 832 N. Albert which is owned by Scott McMillan.  

Dave Egler, 320 N. Johnson, does not support the rezoning.  
Steve Silberer, 14 Hickory Grove, gave information relating to the houses that have sold in that area in the past year.
Dan Murphy, 406 N. McArthur, stated he did not support the rezoning.  

Darlene Deas, 439 N. McArthur, spoke in opposition of the rezoning.
Chris Pynes, 439 N. McArthur, stated he did not support the rezoning.
Mary Warnock, 804 W. Carroll, did not support the rezoning.
Mayor Wisslead stated both items will be on the July 21st City Council agenda for 2nd reading and final action.
Fourth item was discussion on the intergovernmental agreement with Western Illinois University regarding Adams Street Overlay project.  There was no discussion and this will be placed on the agenda for the July 21st City Council meeting.

Fifth item was discussion on the ordinance to amend the city fee schedule to increase water rates by amending Section 24-3(H).  There was no discussion and this will be placed on the agenda for the 21st City Council meeting for 1st reading.
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Sixth item was discussion on the creating a Historic Preservation Commission.

Penny Lawyer, President of MACCDDC, proposed the Council consider forming a Local Historic Preservation Commission.  This Commission would be a seven (7) member commission appointed by the Mayor. The ultimate goal of the commission would be to first become a Certified Local Government (CLG) through the State Historic Preservation Agency and then proceed towards achieving a National Historic designation for the downtown square area. By becoming a CLG, Macomb would be able to qualify for State grant assistance for historic activities up to $25,000 year. ACLG status would also result in the creation of a local list of “landmark” structures that could not be altered or removed without commission review and approval (subject to appeal to the Council).

The membership of this commission would be composed of an architect, engineer, realtor, banker, historian, preservationist, etc., and the Community Development Coordinator would serve as the main staff person. WIU expressed interest in continuing to supply interns to the City for this purpose.

Some benefits from this are:


Federal tax credits for rehabbing


Preserve the current buildings


Continually improve the buildings


Promote uniformity in look and design

The ability to review building improvements in order to keep conformity of a historic look and feel to buildings

Marketing tool – federal designation can be used as a brand for the City and businesses in the historic district

Tourism value

Historic values – placing plaques on buildings

Potential to bring more housing opportunities to 2nd floors

Alderman Dorsett was concerned about the restrictions and limitations that go toward building owners in making changes.  He wanted to know if this would be real fear or is it overblown.
CDC Basch stated there were two different levels of regulations. One is the Local Historic Commission and the other would b the Federal regulations. If it was designed properly, there wouldn’t be much difference between the two.
At the Federal level for the tax credits if you do not choose to take the tax credits you can just ignore any of the regulations.  If you take the tax credits, you have to comply with the National Historic Preservation recommendations on how to rehab and maintain your building.

At the local level, if requirements are set up either as our own district or if we have a listing of structures throughout the community, then those structures can not be altered or demolished without the local Historic Preservation Commission reviewing it before hand. Mostly its just common sense.
Alderman Lobdell asked if City participation financially is foreseen.

CDC Basch stated they really haven’t gotten that far because establishing the Commission and becoming a Certified Local Government doesn’t require any financial participation from the City at all.

Alderman Inman asked if the Chamber had taken a poll of their membership regarding this and President Lawyer stated they had and have had a position reaction.
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Jim VonKannon, 1407 Maple Avenue, stated he just wanted to make sure there were a lot of checks and balances on how you set up historical areas.
Darlene Deas, 439 North McArthur, stated she was very excited about this idea and hopes the Council seriously considers it.

City Administrator Torreson clarified that there were no inheritent restrictions placed on any project because its on the National Register of historical places or its in a National Historic District. Any restrictions that are placed on any district or particular properties is all in the hands of the City Council locally.

John Nelson, Nelson’s Clothing, stated this is one of the things he resents not getting accomplished during his tenure of being President.  The process was started and people were brought in from the Illinois Historic Preservation but nothing proceeded from it.  He would love to see this matter pursued.

Mayor Wisslead asked the Council to think about it and this will be discussed at a later date.

Seventh was discussion on the memo of understanding between the School District and the City on an extension and establishment of a new TIF District.

City Administrator Torreson reviewed his memo to Dr. Rueschel, Superintendent of Schools. The proposal is to make whole financially the School District and each of the taxing entities on a local level would get a share of a surplus that the City would declare each year.
In the Downtown District, the City is proposing to leave out most of the area north of the railroad tracks entirely.  The Depot property, Chandler Park and the old Lamoine Hotel would all be taken from the Downtown TIF and placed in the new TIF.

The TIF District No.3 would be considerably larger and would be in effect for 23 years. The main purpose of the new TIF district is to stimulate economic redevelopment along West Jackson and West Adams Street. There would be some incidental use of TIF funds for City infrastructure, but primarily we will attempt to partner with private enterprise to redevelop blighted properties into a higher and better use, producing more property tax revenue and population growth in the future. For TIF District No. 3 the City will declare a standard 20% surplus each year to distribute among local taxing entities. Exempted from the surplus calculations would be the revenue resulting from the first $300,000 in incremental valuation for the district, as well as revenue from properties on which the City has a TIF funding obligation with a private developer.
Mayor Wisslead stated that nothing could be tonight and that the School Board will have this on their agenda for July 21.

Alderman Lobdell moved, seconded by Alderman Inman to adjourn into executive session for the purpose of a) Pending or probable litigation, pursuant to Sec. 2(c) (11) of the Open Meetings Act, b)Pending or probable litigation, pursuant to Sec.2(c)(11) of the open Meetings Act and c)Collective Bargaining matters between the public body and it’s employees or representative, or deliberations concerning salary schedules for one or more classes of employees, pursuant to Sec. 2(c)(2) of the Open Meetings Act, on question being put, Aldermen Vick, Lavin, Gilbert, Inman, Dorsett, Lobdell, Zahnle, being all Aldermen voting “Aye” on roll call and no “Nay” votes, Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried and they adjourned into executive session at 6:12 p.m.
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Alderman Lobdell moved, seconded by Alderman Dorsett to adjourn back into Open Session, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried and they adjourned into Open Session at 6:26 p.m.     

There being no further business, Alderman Inman moved, seconded by Alderman Zahnle to adjourn, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried and they adjourned at 6:26 p.m. 
_____________________________________



City Clerk

