Minutes of the Committee of the Whole

Monday, July 28, 2008
5:00 P.M.

The Committee of the Whole of the Macomb City Council met on Monday July 28, 2008 at 5:00 p.m. in the City Council Chambers of City Hall at 232 East Jackson Street, Macomb, IL.

Mayor Wisslead called the meeting to order.

Members present: Richard Vick, Ed Lavin, Louis Gilbert, Mike Inman, Dave Dorsett, Tim Lobdell, Ken Zahnle, Chris Senn and Dennis Moon.                    

Others present:  Mayor Mick Wisslead, Deputy City Clerk Gloria Barr, City Administrator Dean Torreson, Legal Counsel John McMillan.
First item was Clay Hinderliter addressing the Committee regarding Waste Management.  This item was removed from the agenda per Mr. Hinderliter’s request.  It has been rescheduled for the August 11, 2008 Committee of the Whole meeting. 

Second item was discussion on an ordinance to amend the city fee schedule to increase water rates by amending Section 24-3(H).  Mayor Wisslead stated this item had first reading last week and asked for   questions or comments from the audience.

Bob McCollum, 306 Meadow Drive, stated he felt the increase scheduled from $10.00 to $15.00   in October and to $20.00 in May was unfair to the 160 homes in Meadowbrook.  He stated all families in Meadowbrook were on budgets and this could be a hardship.  His calculations reflected an increase ten times the cost of Macomb residents.  He added this could impact the shopping within the City of Macomb from Meadowbrook residents.  He said although they were non-residents, they considered themselves residents and suggested being  billed by usage, like residents,  would be more appropriate. 
Jude Kiah, President Meadowbrook Owners Association, stated his concerns include: 1) the 160 families feel they are the only ones upholding the infrastructure; 2) there is no cap on the increase and could be increased at anytime; 3) If annexation to the City is an issue, the Meadowbrook representatives would want to be approached in a direct manner.

Mayor Wisslead stated the City would be open to any discussion.

Alderman Senn stated he felt open discussion would benefit the City, Meadowbrook, and Georgetown.

Alderman Vick asked why they are not annexed to the City and Mayor Wisslead explained that at the time of development the property was not contiguous.  There was an annexation agreement at one time, but it was not acted on and expired.
Alderman Vick asked PWD Burnett what the cost per household would be for the City and was told he had no cost per household.  PWD Burnett stated there were maintenance and repair costs and a surcharge up to 25% for outside the city is typical.   He added it was incorrect to think the new water plant was being built on revenue from out of town residents.   

Third item was discussion on an ordinance to amend Chapter 15 of the Municipal Code of Macomb, Illinois to establish the maximum speed on Compton Parkway, South Edwards Street and Beverly Avenue.  Mayor Wisslead explained the bridge design required a 20 mile an hour speed limit and recommended this ordinance have first reading on August 4, 2008 and waive the second reading.  
Alderman Inman moved, seconded by Alderman Gilbert to approve the recommendation, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried.
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Fourth item was discussion on an ordinance to issue a special use permit to construct and establish a place of worship at 13325 1150th Road.  CDC Basch explained the First Baptist Church wanted to construct a new church on 15 acres on the east side of Candy Lane, south of Hidden Hills.  The Planning Commission unanimously approved the request.  The Planning Commission suggested the following: the eastern most 50 feet of property be included in the R-1 special use permit, the church dedicate ten feet of right away on Candy Lane for sidewalks and bike paths, and a landscaping buffer to the north, next to Hidden Hills.  There has been a Public Hearing.  The concerns expressed by area residents include; water drainage, traffic, noise and the ability of lift station to handle the additional water.  CDC Basch stated the lift station is not overloaded at this time and could handle the water from the church.  

Alderman Lobdell asked it they were required to build a sidewalk and was told no, only if it was a subdivision.  Alderman Lobdell suggested sidewalks should be required for any new neighborhood construction.  CDC Basch agreed it should be included if it abutted a neighborhood.

Alderman Vick asked if there were any comments from neighborhood residents and was told yes, noise, drainage and traffic.  Alderman Vick asked if their concerns could be addressed and was told yes, that was possible.

Alderman Dorsett asked about the size of the parking lot and extent of use within the special use permit.  CDC Basch stated he was told the large parking lot was for future growth; there is a minimum for parking,   but no maximum.   The special use is for the church and worship classes and the ball fields are for the congregation families only.  There is no school included and they are aware that competitive sport activities would not fall within the zoning usage.

Alderman Lobdell stated he was concerned about the runoff water from the parking lot.  He also asked about the landscaping requirements.
CDC Basch stated there were requirements and with the size of the parking lot, it may require inside green islands.

Larry Kwacala, Attorney for First Baptist Church, stated the church now has a membership of 300, but  the church and parking lot was planned for a membership of 600-800.  He stated the church pastor lives in Hidden Hills and understands all of the concerns.  The church plans on being a good neighbor.   
Fifth item was discussion on Ward Street Project engineering services.  PWD Burnett explained the project, reported they had received IDOT acceptance of the bid for the 1.2 million dollar project with 20% matching funds and stated acceptance of the project by City Council is the first phase.
Alderman Senn requested PW Burnett contact the representative of the housing development at the corner of Grant and Ward Street and request a clean up of the area.  He stated the corner had become unsightly and he had received complaints from area residents.  Mayor Wisslead told the Committee the company had been notified.
Mayor Wisslead had PWD Burnett update the Committee on the Candy Lane project.  He stated it was scheduled for 2015 depending on funding.  Mayor Wisslead stated this is a long process and they are now in the second year of planning.  PWD Burnett stated it usually takes three years for engineering and right of way acquisitions.

Alderman Inman asked if Johnson to Ward was in the long range plan and was told it was and the approximate date for that project was 2012.  
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Mayor Wisslead stated a MFT resolution would be on the next City Council agenda to correspond with the Ward Street project.
Sixth item was discussion on the IDOT Resolution for WIU homecoming parade permit.

Alderman Lobdell moved, seconded by Alderman Dorsett to place this item on the August 4, 2008 City Council consent agenda. 
Seventh was discussion on the consultant work proposal from RDG Planning & Design for Adams Street Overlay District.  CDC Basch stated RDG Planning & Design was the only bidder.  There was another bidder but they withdrew due to staffing.  He stated RDG Planning & Design met with City staff and Aldermanic representatives in April and their credentials were good.  He did have reservations on the price and suggested the Council not agree to the maximum amount, but negotiate for $5,000 to $10,000 less.

Alderman Dorsett stated he did not like having only one bid for the full amount.  

Alderman Lobdell stated the City had made it very clear what they did and did not want and yet the price was at the maximum cost.  He thought the costs would have been pared down.  He not feel it is prudent to spend that amount of money on consulting. 

Alderman Moon expressed concern and stated from his participation in the conversations, this was not the direction the Council had wanted to go.  He felt the committee had been clear on what they wanted and had agreed to do the RFP.  He felt the report did not have much substance and he suggested not employing a consultant.  He felt the City and University could move forward without it.

CDC Basch stated he felt the economic development component would be helpful and perhaps that is all that is needed. 

 Alderman Moon asked if MAEDCO could be utilized.  He added the City and University should establish guidelines for interested businesses.

Alderman Lobdell agreed and said he felt the economic development component was important, but also felt the majority of businesses would be “Mom and Pop” businesses instead of big business.
Mayor Wisslead stated with a city population of 20,045 in a county of 32,000 plus, it is true that it would probably be a “Mom and Pop” operation and there are programs that could help with that.

Alderman Zahnle stated marketing forces will not do it and he felt we needed some kind of intervention.

Alderman Moon said architectural controls, setbacks, and parking requirements had been discussed and needed to be put into place before marketing.  This would allow buyers to know the guidelines when buying the property.

Alderman Dorsett stated there was a lack of enforcements on guidelines.  He asked if we could do part of planning and hire out only the economic development component.  CDC Basch stated that was possible.

And an economic development component could cost $20,000.00.
CA Torreson told the Committee he felt strongly that a need for outside professional help existed.  He appreciated their confidence but staff felt they needed assistance.  The areas needing help were economic development, general guidance, promotional packaging and advertising tools.  There is a need 
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to sell ourselves to developers and some outside expertise would help.  WIU also feels there is a need for outside help.  

Alderman Vick stated he agreed with Alderman Moon that the cost was too high.

Mayor Wisslead asked the Aldermen to give this item thought and return to the table with suggestions.  He asked if there was a timeline and CDC Basch stated the notification date was August 12, 2008. 
 There being no further business, Alderman Moon moved, seconded by Alderman Lobdell to adjourn, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried and they adjourned at 5:55 p.m. 
_____________________________________



City Clerk

