Minutes of the Committee of the Whole

Monday, August 11, 2008
5:00 P.M.

The Committee of the Whole of the Macomb City Council met on Monday August 11, 2008 at 5:00 p.m. in the City Council Chambers of City Hall at 232 East Jackson Street, Macomb, IL.

Mayor Wisslead called the meeting to order.

Members present: Richard Vick, Ed Lavin, Louis Gilbert, Mike Inman, Dave Dorsett, Tim Lobdell, Ken Zahnle, and Chris Senn. Dennis Moon was absent.                    

Others present:  Mayor Mick Wisslead, Deputy City Clerk Gloria Barr, City Administrator Dean Torreson, Legal Counsel Liz Wilhelm.
First item was discussion with RDG Planning & Design for Adams Street Overlay District.  CDC Basch introduced Gary Lozano and Marty Shukert of RDG Planning & Design.  Marty Shukert gave the history, philosophy, and scope of services provided by the firm.  He stated their goal was to create a campus town that would define the university and strengthen the City.  The Schedule would allow for the start of the project in September 2008 and completion in May, 2009.  The project components are zoning, communication between WIU and City, public participation,  signage and graphics, pedestrian environment, Parking facilities and Market based Land use (residential and retail).  

Alderman Gilbert told the RDG representatives that he was impressed with their work in Coralville, Iowa.

Alderman Dorsett said the presentation had covered everything in the packet given to the Aldermen except the price of $50,000.  He stated the price was exactly the amount of money allotted. Marty Shukert stated it is common practice to design the project to the money available however the cost was negotiable.

CA Torreson asked what Chicago marketing firm was partnered with RDG and was told it was Houseal Lavigne with Dan Gardner being the contact person.

Alderman Lavin stated the partnership with the university made the cost $25,000.00 for the City.  He added he is in favor of the project.

Alderman Lobdell stated nothing had changed since the last meeting and he favored minimal guidance for use of the area.  He felt the project cost too much money and would not support the program.  He asked what the university thought of the project and Mayor Wisslead responded WIU was very enthusiastic.
Alderman Inman asked if he had read the City’s comprehensive plan and was told no.  Alderman Inman stated he felt the two documents should mesh.

Marty Shukert stated a comprehensive plan is the general plan and their plan would be specific.  He compared it to a blueprint of how to get to the final objective.

Alderman Senn agreed that it was important to review both the City and WIU comprehensive plans as this plan need to compliment them.  Marty Shukert stated he would read the comprehensive plan. 

Gary Lozano stated the RFP that came out had ten components and their project addressed all ten.  He stated they could negotiate and scale back on components if the Aldermen would like to cut costs.

Mayor Wisslead stated before they continued with the remaining items, he wanted to thank IDOT and the Burlington Northern & Santa Fe Railroad for fixing the crossing at Lafayette.  It was a great improvement and he wanted to recognize their work.
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Second item was Clay Hinderliter addressing the Committee regarding Waste Management.  Mr. Hinderliter, 521 N. Albert, Macomb, IL. stated he had addressed the Council in April and May concerning his problem with Waste Management.  It had taken 90 days to get a garbage can and service and he had requested a rebate for 11 weeks of no service.  He had received no response from the City or Waste Management.  He stated in retail collecting money for no goods equaled fraud and he felt the City had no right to take the money if services were not received.  It has now been six months and the issue is still unresolved.   He stated he was disappointed with the Council and worried about the Aldermen’s integrity for not addressing the WM concerns.

Alderman Lobdell stated he had a good point and he had not responded as WM and other individuals had said the problem had been corrected.  He asked how the City would decipher who was wronged in this situation and Mr. Hinderliter stated the City could use the Public Works list of people not receiving garbage cans.  

Mayor Wisslead said he would be happy to talk with Mr. Hinderliter. He responded that  he was representing 5 people.  Mayor Wisslead said he would be willing to work with anyone.   
Third item was discussion on an ordinance to authorize the issuance of a special use permit to allow the establishment and operation of a place of worship and related grounds within a R-1 One Family Dwelling Zoning District at 13325 North 1150th Road, Macomb, McDonough County, Illinois.  Legal Counsel Wilhelm explained the ordinance.  
Mayor Wisslead stated there had been a concern with storm water and he hoped the Aldermen had walked the property to see for themselves the lay of the land.

Eric Moe, McClure Engineering, reviewed the topography survey and elevation shots that were taken of the property and explained the contour and drainage flow.  There is very little flow towards the City and once built the rate of run off is reduced.   The quantity will not be reduced, but the rate of flow is reduced.  

Alderman Lobdell asked about the storm retention requirement and Eric Moe stated the size of the water containment is based on a 100 year storm event.  

Alderman Inman said Carolbeth residents were concerned with drainage issues.  Eric Moe stated the drainage would be in the same position but should not affect Carolbeth or Thomas residents.   

Alderman Senn stated he favors the project, but had reservations as there had been two 100 year events since the “Lindy” development.

Eric Moe stated there were no problems with the Lindy area and Alderman Senn stated he had been there after the storms and there were problems for several residents.

Mayor Wisslead stated this would have 2nd reading on the August 18, 2008.    
Fourth item was discussion on a petition from Tim Carr, 804 Carey Avenue, for the City to post a “No Semi Trucks” allowed sign on Carey Avenue.  Legal Counsel Wilhelm said she and Police Chief Galloway had reviewed ordinances and discussed this and found that the ordinances currently on file covered Mr. Carr’s concerns.  Her recommendation was education of officers and enforcement of current ordinances.
Tim Carr, 804 Carey Avenue, addressed the Committee and stated even when the semi was parked in the drive it protruded into the street and had removed some utility wires.  He stated there was also the noise issue.  He was told the citizens should call police when there were problems as there are 
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ordinances to cover all of his concerns.  The police are here for community concerns as well as emergencies.

Alderman Inman asked if it blocked the sidewalk and was told Cary is a one block, dead end street with no sidewalks.

Alderman Vick asked if a sign could be put there and Legal Counsel Wilhelm stated no sign was needed.  The current ordinances state there is no semi parking in the City for more than 3 hours.  Enforcement is the answer.

Gil Belles, 221 Columbia said he understands the problem as two signs are on his street and the truckers pay no attention to them.  He still feels the heavy trucks broke the sewage line in the street which he had to replace at a cost of $6,000.00.
Mayor Wisslead recommended finding a pattern of use so the City can watch for violations.  They will need citizen’s help.

Alderman Dorsett moved, seconded by Alderman Lobdell to concur with the recommendation of enforcement for the ordinances, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried.  

Mayor Wisslead stated this would be discussed at staff meeting tomorrow.

Fifth item was discussion on an ordinance to amend Section 15-214 of the Municipal Code to re-designate a No Parking zone on West Adams Street.  Legal Counsel Wilhelm explained the parking code and the change of verbiage for the ordinance.  This was done for clarification for police and residents.

 Mayor Wisslead stated Alderman Moon favors the amending of the ordinance.

Alderman Lobdell stated he felt the City and WIU should look at purchasing property for off street parking. 

Mayor Wisslead responded that in talking with WIU representatives it was stated there is a parking place for every WIU employee; it just may not be close to their work.  He added that he felt streets were to move traffic not to park cars.  Alderman Lobdell said it is not just WIU staff that uses the street, but also businesses on W. Adams and WIU students.

Alderman Lavin said that the two blocks of W. Adams in front of Sherman Hall were mainly filled with WIU staff before the businesses opened.
Mayor Wisslead stated this would have 2nd reading on August 18, 2008. 

Sixth item was discussion on the proposed historic preservation ordinance.  Mayor Wisslead explained the first question is if the City wants to initiate this program.  He asked CDC Basch to explain the requirements.

CDC Basch explained the proposed historic preservation ordinance was based on state requirements with some changes to fit the City’s needs.  He stated there was a need for a review process and the state ordinance as shown in the packet must be followed to designate the City of Macomb as a Illinois Certified Local Government and qualify us for grant funds.  The only negative that he could see was the extra layer of review which would be added for exterior work.  The review would add approximately 30 days.  This would prevent inappropriate changes to historical buildings.  There is also an appeal process that would involve Council participation.
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Alderman Lobdell stated the downtown area was an obvious area and asked if there could be historical districts established in different areas of town and was told that was possible.   It would take 51% of the area property owners and approval of the Council.  Alderman Lobdell stated some would be appropriate, such as the square, but there are small pockets that could hinder progress such as Adams Street or N. Lafayette.  CDC Basch stated the Council does not lose control, it just adds another layer of review.

Alderman Dorsett stated he had a concern with adding another layer of review.  He added there were some properties that had been remodeled that they were trying to get back to their original design.  It is better to preserve the properties.
CDC Basch stated there was a correction to page 24: 15 days needs to be changed to 20 days due to the council meeting schedules.  He will also ask the state if Public Hearings are a requirement. 

Alderman Lobdell moved, seconded by Alderman Senn to move this item forward to Council, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried.
Seventh was discussion on a proposal for a bike/pedestrian trail planning committee.  There was no discussion.  
Mayor Wisslead stated this was part of the Comprehensive Plan and requested the Committee move it to Council.
Alderman Inman moved, seconded by Alderman Lobdell to move this item to Council, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried.

 There being no further business, Alderman Dorsett moved, seconded by Alderman Lobdell to adjourn, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried and they adjourned at 6:22 p.m. 
_____________________________________



City Clerk

