Minutes of the Committee of the Whole

Monday, September 08, 2008
5:00 P.M.

The Committee of the Whole of the Macomb City Council met on Monday September 08, 2008 at 5:00 p.m. in the City Council Chambers of City Hall at 232 East Jackson Street, Macomb, IL.

Mayor Wisslead called the meeting to order.

Members present: Richard Vick, Ed Lavin, Louis Gilbert, Mike Inman, Dave Dorsett, Ken Zahnle at 5:02 p.m., and Dennis Moon.  Alderman Lobdell was absent.                      

Others present:  Mayor Wisslead, Deputy City Clerk Gloria Barr, City Administrator Dean Torreson, Legal Counsel Liz Wilhelm.
First item was a monthly update on Public Works projects from Public Works Director Walter Burnett.  He had attached a summary of the major projects to the agenda and updated the Committee on the following changes.  

Cemetery:  Bids went out on September 2, 2008 and should be brought to the Council soon.

Street resurfacing program:  Washington/Jefferson bid awarded to Midwest Bridge and Crane and work is scheduled to start on September 15, 2009 with completion by the 21st.  
Stacy Lane:  Bid awarded to Laverdierre and scheduled to start work on September 15, 2008.  There is a second public meeting scheduled for September 10, 2008 at 6:00p.m. at 1407 Stacy Lane.
Collins Avenue:  No starting date is scheduled, but plans completion by the end of September.


Franklin Street Culvert: This has been delayed until spring 2009.

Compton Park Culvert:  This is on schedule and should be completed this fall.


South Ward Street:  Scheduled to start January 2009.

W. University Drive:  It is still in design stage and an October meeting with IDOT is scheduled.

Chandler Park Electrical Improvements:  Design is 80% completed and should be brought to Council next month.

Salt Storage Improvements:  Salt Conveyer has been ordered.
NE Water Main Construction:  This is substantially completed, landscaping and road work should start this Wednesday or Thursday.
Water Treatment plant Improvements THM Ammoniation: IEPA has confirmed that Macomb is currently placed number 1 on the SRF funding list for 2009.

Water Treatment Plant Improvements Membrane Filtration:  This has been finalized and the membrane pilot study should start mid October. 

Sewer Camera System:  Specifications and bid preparation should be completed by September 15, 2008.
Two Pickup Trucks and Crane Truck:  Quotes are under review and should be brought to Council September 15, 2008.

Alderman Inman addressed two concerns:  he asked what traffic concerns if any will need to be addressed for the Washington/Jefferson resurfacing and due to the workload in spring; he stressed the need for the Franklin Street Culvert completion.  PWD Burnett replied the work on Washington and Jefferson is curb, gutter, and sidewalk so only cones will be needed.  He stated understood the importance of getting Franklin completed and it will depend on the County’s schedule and could possibly be completed if the Compton Culvert goes well and is completed early this fall. 
Alderman Gilbert noted the water shutoff is protruding from the ground and was told this would be cut off to normal height once all the work was completed.

Second item was discussion on the plans for the Depot platform improvements.  CA Torreson summarized his handout and the three options: 1) a new platform using salt to clear it in the winter,
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 2) a new boiler with in-floor heating system.  The current boiler is thirty years old and works at 55% efficiency and a new boiler would cost $14,000 - $20,000 but would work at 92%-94% efficiency.  3) an auxiliary boiler to serve only the platform area.    

Alderman Vick favored the new boiler for efficiency and helping the environment.  

Mayor Wisslead said the platform was within a grant and they would need to pay attention to grant requirements as the City would need to cover costs not included in grant.
Alderman Dorsett stated the new boiler was much more realistic and agreed with Vick
Alderman Zahnle asked who would be responsible for salt application and was told the Cemetery staff would be utilized.  He would support the hot water system.

Third item was discussion on purchasing a large scale printer/copier/scanner for map-making and map-reproducing.  CA Torreson stated the City had no capacity to make, scan or copy maps at this time and this hampered progress on many projects.  The needs included copying maps up to 3 X 5 feet, scanning and copying existing maps and downloading maps from the computer.  The Business Office could also utilize the copier for payroll.  He had talked with vendors and was offering three options:  Digital Copier Systems – color copier for $12,520.00, City Blue Technology – color copier for $15,995.00, OC System – color copier for approximately $26,000, Hewlett Packard – color copier for approximately $23,000.00, or used 1998 Black and white copier for $9,000.00.  He would recommend the Digital Copier Systems.  This would be a purchase to own.

Alderman Dorsett asked if leasing had been discussed and was told no.  He felt with repair costs, leasing should be an option.

Mayor Wisslead stated leases were binding even when the technology proved inefficient.  He added the copier would be housed in the Building and Zoning office.
Fourth item was discussion on a loan application from West Central Illinois Arts Center.  Nancy Crossman, 224 W. McDonough St, Board member of the West Central Illinois Arts Center, was available to answer any questions.

Mayor Wisslead stated the Board was requesting a loan of $100,000.00 on a 10 year note with no interest.  The Board is also requesting a 6-month moratorium on payments at the beginning of the loan.  The property would be on the tax rolls for the life of the agreement.  The Maurice’s Building was purchased at auction for $114,000.00.  He added this would be good for tourism.

Alderman Inman stated he was in support of this project. 

Alderman Inman moved, seconded by Alderman Zahnle to concur with placing this on the September 15, 2008 Council agenda, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried. 

Fifth item was discussion on cost sharing a culvert installation with Hank Heberling at 1215 East Piper Street.  Mayor Wisslead stated this was a City culvert that was not sufficient to carry the water runoff.  Mr. Heberling has agreed to share the $3200.00 cost.  This would result in costs of $1600.00 for the City.
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Alderman Inman moved, seconded by Alderman Dorsett to concur with placing this on the September 15, 2008 Council agenda, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried.

Sixth item was discussion on the connecting street between Wal-Mart and J.C. Penney.  Mayor Wisslead explained this had been in the works for over five years and an agreement has been reached.  The cost is $82,000.00 with a completion date of November 26, 2008 (one day before Thanksgiving).  

Alderman Gilbert stated this will lessen traffic load on the highway.

Alderman Dorsett moved, seconded by Alderman Zahnle to concur with placing this on the September 15, 2008 Council agenda, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried.    
Alderman Moon moved, seconded by Alderman Dorsett to adjourn into Executive Session for the purpose of a) Appointment, employment compensation, discipline, performance or dismissal of an employee of the public body or legal counsel for the public body, pursuant to Sec. 2 (c) (1) of the Open Meetings Act,       b) Collective Bargaining matters between the public body and it’s employees or representatives, or deliberations concerning salary schedules for one or more classes of employees, pursuant to Sec. 2 (c) (2) of the Open Meetings Act and c) Pending or probable litigation, pursuant to Sec. 2 (c) (11) of the Open Meetings Act, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried and they adjourned into executive session at 5:28 p.m.

Alderman Zahnle moved, seconded by Alderman Dorsett to adjourn back into Open Session, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried and they adjourned back into open session at 5:40 p.m.
 There being no further business, Alderman Inman moved, seconded by Alderman Zahnle to adjourn, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried and they adjourned at 5:40 p.m. 
_____________________________________

Deputy City Clerk

