Minutes of the Committee of the Whole

Monday, September 29, 2008
5:00 P.M.

The Committee of the Whole of the Macomb City Council met on Monday September 29, 2008 at 5:00 p.m. in the City Council Chambers of City Hall at 232 East Jackson Street, Macomb, IL.

Mayor Pro tem Lobdell called the meeting to order.

Members present: Richard Vick, Ed Lavin, Louis Gilbert, Mike Inman, Dave Dorsett, Tim Lobdell, Ken Zahnle, and Dennis Moon.                        

Others present:  Mayor Pro tem Lobdell, Deputy City Clerk Gloria Barr, City Administrator Dean Torreson, Legal Counsel Liz Wilhelm.
First item was discussion of the McDonough County Public Transportation Committee’s recommendation to eliminate fares for the fixed route bus system.  MCPT Director Gary Ziegler explained the Governor had passed legislation exempting persons with disabilities from paying fees on fixed bus routes.  This, in addition to the senior citizen exemptions and the student costs being covered with the university fees, has prompted the MCPT Board to propose eliminating the fees on the bus system’s fixed routes.  He emphasized this was for the fixed routes only.
Alderman Moon asked if this money applied to the match money for grants and was told it does not apply.

Alderman Dorsett stated this is another one of the Governor’s unfunded mandates and although it will probably pass, he does not agree with it.

Alderman Moon asked if this would be the only system in the state that was free and he was told that was true.  Alderman Moon stated this should be handled cautiously for if ridership decreased, funding would decrease and the bus system’s future would be jeopardized.

James Von Kannon, 1406 Maple, told the committee he had been a bus driver and his bus was never full.  He suggested giving everyone who rides the bus a quarter so it would up ridership.
Second item was discussion on the definition of the “Grandfather” clause.  Mayor Pro tem Lobdell stated this topic had been discussed at the August 25 committee meeting and it was the consensus of the council to continue discussion at this meeting.  He asked for input from each Alderman.
Alderman Vick stated philosophically he agreed with elimination, but practicality dictated keeping the fee.

He was leaning toward keeping the fee.

Alderman Lavin stated he felt the discussion needed Aldermanic and resident input.

Alderman Gilbert stated he thought the fees and infrastructure should be reviewed and enforced instead of dealing with court battles that would result from the elimination or modification of the “Grandfather” clause.

Alderman Inman agreed with CDC Basch’s memo and supported evenhanded enforcement of ordinances on the books and not the abolishment of the clause.

Alderman Dorsett told the committee he agreed with Alderman Inman and CDC Basch.  He did acknowledge there was a problem and it needed to be addressed.  He stated there needed to be alternatives and he asked the Lamoine Valley Board of Realtors to look at positive alternatives and help address the problem.
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Alderman Zahnle stated 1 out of 5 rentals in Macomb were grandfathered in and asked if that was normal.  He was told that was probably higher than the norm because the ordinance had been changed three times already.  He added that he did not agree with the realtors claim that a change would result in abandoned houses as he felt the houses would result in pricing the average family could afford.
Alderman Moon agreed with Inman and Dorsett.  He thanked CDC Basch for his research and handout information.  He said the City already had ordinances to handle this and He stated enforcement is needed.  He added this is a complaint driven problem and citizens need to continue to contact the authorities with their complaints or they cannot respond.  He added special thought will need to be given to commercial property concerning parking and other issues.  
Mayor Pro tem Lobdell rejected the vacancy/abandonment remarks and stated there were plenty of renters.  He does not support abandoning the “Grandfather” clause.  There will be a need to address the financial gap between the commercial and private housing and he asked for everyone to be creative and work on alternatives.  He thanked CDC Basch for his input and stated there appeared to be no support for abolishment of the clause.  He asked for questions and comments from the audience and the following persons addressed the committee:
Dan Murphy, 406 N. McArthur, stated the City had made two promises with the grandfathering in of property; 1) no new rentals sold can become rentals for more than two people in single family zoning and 2) houses grandfathered in will be allowed to continue with their business.  He explained some houses in his area were 4 bedroom houses and could be supported by the two unrelated tenants allowed in the current language.  He suggested exploring new zoning designs that would include an R2+1 zoning which would allow 3 people and an  R2+2 which would allow 4 people.  He also stated that families can be as undesirable as students.

Alderman Zahnle responded there are many 4 bedroom homes that are occupied by families and it should not be assumed that they would only be feasible for rentals. 

Dominic Lafante, 115 Dove, stated there were several issues to discuss.  The noise, trash, and drinking could be dealt with enforcement.  He stated having police cars sit on the corner where parties are going on would restrict and inhibit unwanted behavior.  He stated the overcrowding of areas had been addressed with the new rental complexes so it was no longer the problem in the Northwest quadrant.  He had been out and had not seen any problems.  He would be willing to ride with police on their routes.  He said the real problem was with the bars and they were never reprimanded or fined for their behavior.  He suggested zoning by bedrooms.  He also suggested forming a committee of realtors, landlords, Aldermen, and residents to discuss this problem and help with an acceptable solution. 
Inman stated he would contact Deputy Chief Barker and arrange for a ride along for Mr. Lafonte if he would commit to participating in it.  Mr. Lafante stated he would commit to this.

Legal Counselor Wilhelm clarified the bar issue by stating there were several bars that have been reprimanded and paid fines as well as several people fined for underage drinking and using false identification.  She is, however, not responsible for the reporting in the local papers

Alderman Moon told the committee, he lives on Adams, and can report that the police do a very good job in covering and controlling parties on the street.  He added he did not think the presence of a police car has an effect on the partying.

Dorothy Curtis, 2525 E. 700th Street, Sciota, Illinois, and doing business at 435 W. Jackson, stated she was here as the Chairman of the Legislative Committee for the Lamoine Valley Board of Realtors.  The handout she had given the Aldermen expressed their concerns of 1) taxes and tax base and revenue and 
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2) home vacancies.  She summarized their concerns and asked if the Aldermen had any questions concerning her handout.  

Alderman Dorsett stated he understand their concerns but heard no solutions from anyone.  He would like to see some solutions.  He agreed taxes were high but stated throwing out the quality of life issues that people have in pursuit of dollars was not balancing the needs of the community.  Dorothy Curtis stated if suggestions would be well received, she was certain the Board would be willing to explore solutions.  

Jim Entwistle, 1413 Stacy, asked what other areas other than the North West Quadrant had this problem and Alderman Dorsett replied East Carroll Street.  He questioned Alderman Zahnle’s remark that landlords bought up property at auctions at prices single families could not afford and asked him to give him a list of 10 such properties.  He added he would also like to ride with the police.  He commended Mike Brady for being good with working with party problems when he was on the police force.
Mayor Pro tem Lobdell asked for the Committee’s input on Mr. Lafante’s suggestion for a committee to explore options for working with the grandfather clause and the Aldermen concurred this would be a good recommendation.   

 There being no further business, Alderman Gilbert moved, seconded by Alderman Moon to adjourn, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and Mayor Pro tem Lobdell declared the motion carried and they adjourned at 5:58p.m. 
_____________________________________

Deputy City Clerk

