Minutes of the Committee of the Whole

Monday, October 13, 2008
5:00 P.M.

The Committee of the Whole of the Macomb City Council met on Monday October 13, 2008 at 5:00 p.m. in the City Council Chambers of City Hall at 232 East Jackson Street, Macomb, IL.

Mayor Mick Wisslead called the meeting to order.

Members present: Ed Lavin, Louis Gilbert, Mike Inman, Dave Dorsett, Tim Lobdell, Ken Zahnle, and Dennis Moon.  Richard Vick was absent.                        

Others present:  Mayor Wisslead, Deputy City Clerk Gloria Barr, City, Legal Counsel Liz Wilhelm.
First item was discussion to concur the Mayor’s appointment of Don Wynn to the Alderman at Large vacancy with “POWER TO ACT”. 

Alderman Dorsett moved, seconded by Alderman Zahnle to concur with Mayor Wisslead’s recommendation to appoint Don Wynn to fill the Alderman at Large vacancy, on question being put Aldermen Lavin, Gilbert, Inman, Dorsett, Lobdell, Zahnle, and Moon being all Aldermen voting “Aye” on roll call and no “Nay” votes, Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried.

Mayor Wisslead stated due to Mr. Wynn’s schedule, the swearing in will be on November 3, 2008.   
Second item was discussion on an ordinance to create a special event liquor license for the McDonough District Hospital Annual Festival of Trees Gala.  There was no discussion.   
Third item was discussion on setting the dates for Halloween Trick or Treating nights.  Mayor Wisslead explained the past practice was to have this scheduled for October 30th and 31st from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.  Citizens wishing to participate must leave their porch lights on.

Alderman Lobdell moved, seconded by Alderman Lavin to approve October 30th and 31st from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. for houses with porch lights on, all Aldermen answered “Aye” and Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried. 
Fourth item was discussion on an ordinance annexing certain territory located in McDonough County, Illinois and located in the South East Quarter of Section 23 in Emmet Township, McDonough County, Illinois (Eric and Sheila Johnson).  Mayor Wisslead explained the annexation request was for water.  There was no further discussion.  
Fifth item was discussion on an ordinance authorizing the sale of certain City personal property (vehicles and equipment) owned by the City of Macomb.  Legal Counsel Wilhelm stated there was still time to add to the list if anyone had additional items.  There was no further discussion.
Sixth item was discussion on an ordinance to create a Class R plus SS plus OL liquor license for the Ghada Company d/b/a The Islands.  Legal Counsel Wilhelm stated there were concerns with the previous license owned by Ghada Company (Shooters).  She stated the previous license had been suspended by the State of Illinois for nonpayment of sales tax and was returned to the City only upon leasing the property to someone else.  Additionally, Alias Samaan, The Islands manager was sited for permitting someone under 20 years of age in the bar area.  
Alderman Lobdell asked if Shooters had City violations and was told there are no records going that far back.

Bill Ebert, 295 Cole Street, Bushnell, IL, Attorney for Ghada Co. said he did not believe the license for Shooters was suspended or revoked.  They did have a problem paying their sales tax and had received a 
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letter stating their license could be suspended if the taxes were not paid within 10 days.  He thought Ghada. Samaan had paid the taxes and no further action was taken.

Mayor Wisslead stated he thought there was a state concern with the person purchasing liquor for Shooters as the person was not listed on the license or an officer of the corporation and asked if that was accurate .

Ghada Samaan, 222 N. Hun St. Colchester, IL, owner, stated she did not remember that situation. 

Bill Ebert added that Mr. Samaan was not employed at The Islands the night the underage ticket was issued.  He was there only to observe and had accepted the ticket on behalf of the owner.

Legal Counsel Wilhelm stated the Police report stated they had asked him if he was the manager and he had replied yes and that is why the ticket was issued to him.

Gahada Samaan said he was told if it was not signed they would have to call the manager and owner and wake them up, so he signed the ticket.  He was told he had no responsibility if he signed the ticket.  She added her husband had nothing to do with The Islands.

Alderman Moon asked if they had a resident manager and Ghada Samaan responded there was a manager and her name was listed on the liquor license application.

Seventh item was discussion on an ordinance to amend the City fee schedule to increase water rates by amending Section 24-3(H)(Water Surcharge Fee).  Mayor Wisslead explained this item has had 1st reading and was to become effective November 1, 2008, he was requesting the date be change to May 1, 2009 and the amount be changed to $20.00.
Alderman Lobdell asked if he wanted to eliminate the step plan and change the full increase and was told yes.  He asked how this would affect the budget as the fee increase was to address the budget situation.

Mayor Wisslead stated he could get figures for the Aldermen.

Eighth item was the Public Works projects monthly update by Public Works Director Burnett.  PWD Burnett summarized the following:
Cemetery Addition:  All bids were over budget and rejected and work will be put off until next 

year.  Street Resurfacing:  Jefferson and Washington work is approximately 35% complete.

Stacy Lane:  On schedule and approximately 40% complete.  Collins Ave. Repairs:  Base work done, main work will start on October 15th (Waiting for asphalt).  Walmart/Pennys St:  Start date is October 23, 2008.  Franklin St. Culvert:  Delayed until Spring ’09.  Compton PK. Culvert:
Culvert form construction will start October 14, 2008.  Wigwam Hollow Bridge:  Submitted request to move funding forward, hoping to start before 2013 -2014 year.  Randolph St. Parking: No change, waiting on grants.  Randolph/Calhoun:  No change, waiting on grants.  S. Ward Street:  Right of way acquisitions in progress, bid openings scheduled for January or March, 2009.  W. University Drive:  Preliminary design on schedule.  N. Randolph Sidewalks:  Extended grant deadline to Dec. 1, 2008.  School Sidewalks: Grant Deadline extended to Dec. 1, 2008.  Chandler Park Electricity:   This project is on hold.  Salt Storage:  Conveyor should be delivered at end of week.  NE Water Main:  Most work north of RR is completed (waiting on asphalt).  Water Plant THM:  Pending funding through IEPA SRF loan.  Water Membrane Filtration:  Pilot plan is up and working.  Pickup Trucks:  Should be received in 4 – 6 weeks.  Truck w/snow plow & spreader:  Delivery in December 2008.  Sewer camera system:  Have bids and will bring in demos.
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Mayor Wisslead asked PWD Burnett to allow the Aldermen to look at the equipment.

Alderman Lobdell asked about the City salt supply and contracts. PWD Burnett stated there were two suppliers.  He stated Morton had supplied 100 ton and they will honor their prior commitment, but have not committed to the 600 tons.  Suppliers have had inventory cuts.  He suggested going with the higher priced supplier because they have a larger quantity of salt.  He stated there is salt in the barn for at least one storm.
Alderman Dorsett stated he was pleased with the Washington and Jefferson progress and the City’s oversight.

Alderman Lobdell asked about the driveway approaches on the streets and was told they were largely left alone.  He suggested in the future, when the City had the opportunity they should complete concrete aprons for the driveways.  This would help with the gravel and dust problem.

Alderman Inman thanked PWD Burnett for the work on the Compton Parkway Culvert and asked about the Franklin Street Culvert right of ways.  PWD Burnett stated he had not followed up with the residents and would do so.

Alderman Moon asked about the lighting and signage for the Randolph Street Depot long term parking.  PWD Burnett stated he had looked at the area and can do pole lighting.  He stated it would also need gravel.
PWD Burnett said time frame for the SCADA project included sending vendors RFQ in 8 weeks and have final decisions by first of year.

Alderman Inman asked if the grade approach on Randolph Street to the bus transfer station was too steep and if so, could the City do something with it.  PWD Burnett said it was not ideal and it was temporary.  It is corrected in the new design.  

Alderman Moon moved, seconded by Alderman Lobdell to adjourn into executive session for the purpose of a) The purchase or lease of real property for the use of the public body, pursuant to Sec. 2(c)(5) of the Open Meetings Act, and b) Pending or probable litigation, pursuant to Sec. 2(c)(11) of the Open Meetings Act and c)Appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance or dismissal of an employee of the public body or legal counsel for the public body, pursuant to Sec. 2(c)(1) of the Open Meetings Act, on question being put, Aldermen Lavin, Gilbert, Inman, Dorsett, Lobdell, Zahnle, and Moon, being all 

Aldermen voting “Aye” on roll call and no “Nay” votes, Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried and they adjourned into executive session at 5:27 p.m.

Alderman Dorsett moved, seconded by Alderman Lobdell to adjourn back into open session, all Aldermen answered “Aye” and they adjourned back into open session at 5:59 p.m.

There being no further business, Alderman Inman moved, seconded by Alderman Lobdell to adjourn, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and Mayor Pro tem Lobdell declared the motion carried and they adjourned at 5:59       p.m. 
_____________________________________

Deputy City Clerk

