Minutes of the Committee of the Whole

Monday, November 24, 2008
5:00 P.M.

The Committee of the Whole of the Macomb City Council met on Monday November 24, 2008 at 5:00 p.m. in the City Council Chambers of City Hall at 232 East Jackson Street, Macomb, IL.

Mayor Mick Wisslead called the meeting to order.

Members present: Richard Vick, Ed Lavin, Louis Gilbert, Mike Inman, Dave Dorsett, Don Wynn, and Dennis Moon.  Aldermen Tim Lobdell and Ken Zahnle were absent.
Others present:  Mayor Mick Wisslead, City Clerk Melanie Falk, City Administrator Torreson, City, Legal Counsel Liz Wilhelm.
First item was “Power to Act” on awarding the bid for the City of Macomb’s property and casualty insurance.
City Administrator Torreson reported two bids were received from Pumo Insurance and Illinois Municipal League Risk Management Associates and opened on November 4.  The General Government committee met on November 12 and 19 to review the bids and discuss them with the bidding representatives. It was the Committee’s recommendation to accept the bid from Pumo Insurance in the amount of $555,520.00. The Committee expressed the importance of staying local with City business and suggested that the policies should be reviewed every three to five years, with bids sought on a full set of specifications so that all bids can be evaluated on an equal basis.

Alderman Dorsett moved, seconded by Alderman Gilbert to award the City of Macomb’s property and casualty insurance to Pumo Insurance in the amount of $555,520.00, on question being put, Aldermen Vick, Lavin, Gilbert, Inman, Dorsett, Wynn, Moon being all Aldermen voting “Aye” on roll call and no “Nay” votes, Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried.

Second item was discussion on the ordinance to authorize rezoning of 2400, 2410 and 2500 East Jackson Street from B-2 General Business District to O/I/Office/Institutional District.  
Alderman Inman asked about the Planning Committee’s sidewalk discussion and CDC Basch stated after discussion their recommendation was to leave sidewalks out of their recommendation.  They added that for future projects site plans should include a sidewalk component and they asked that the code be reviewed for stricter policies

After discussion of sidewalks and drainage problems it was stated this will be on the Council agenda for first reading on December 1, 2008.  Mayor Wisslead requested a review and letter from the engineers concerning the drainage problem in the back of the property.   

Third item was discussion on an ordinance to authorize the issuance of a special use permit to establish a community college campus at 2400, 2410, and 2500 East Jackson Street.  
This will be on the Council agenda for first reading on December 1, 2008.
Fourth item was discussion on an ordinance to authorize the rezoning of 5.9 acres of undeveloped land east of Madelyn Avenue; south of Grant Street; south of Jamie Lane and Southwest of Pennyoaks Drive from R-1 One Family Residential District to O/I Office/Institutional.

Sue Allison, Glen Haven Management, Forsyth, IL, explained this would be apartments for senior, 65 or older, that have some type of health needs.  The facility would strive to keep people as independent as possible by providing private apartments with the ability to come and go as they need.  This 65 to 67 apartment complex would be a two story structure and would be affordable to all.  They now own and 
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operate one facility and have two under development.  This will be on the Council agenda for first reading on December 1, 2008.
Fifth item was discussion on amendments to the sign regulation section of the Unified Development code; Tables 7.3.5 A, 7.3.5 D, 7.3.5 E, 7.3.5 F and 7.3.5 G.

CDC Basch explained the sign code was revised a year ago.  After discussion it was stated this will put on the December 1, 2008 Council agenda for first reading.

Mayor Wisslead introduced Jeff DeJoode and the members of Boy Scout Troop 315.

Sixth item was discussion on approving a MCCDDC loan for Dan Lewis dba Sullivan Taylor Coffee House.
Mayor Wisslead explained Mr. Lewis would like to do some fascade renovations to the front of his business which would cost approximately $31,000.  He is applying for a $15,000 loan for five years at a 3% interest rate.  Currently these loans go through the Chamber of Commerce and the City for approval from both boards, Mayor Wisslead would like to work on a procedure that would allow the loans to be processed quicker.  He will work with the Chamber on this process.  

Dan Lewis, 119 S. Lafayette, explained renovations include painting the building with a color scheme given to them by Illinois Main Street, replace the three original urns, reproduce original urns at peak of building and add rod iron work to protect renovated windows.

Alderman Inman moved, seconded by Lavin to place this on the December 1, 2008 consent agenda, on question being put, Aldermen Lavin, Gilbert, Inman, Wynn, Moon, Vick voting “Aye” and Alderman Dorsett “recusng”, Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried.    

Seventh item was discussion on approving a CDAP loan for project “Mac”.

CDC Basch explained project “Mac” and stated this would be $50,000 for 10 year balloon at 3% interest for property at 1405 East Jackson.

James VonKannon, 1406 Maple Avenue, asked what was going on the property and Mayor Wisslead stated the project was not completed as of yet, and the name could not be released, however it was a project that had been in the works for sic years and the business that would be beneficial to the City.
Alderman Inman moved, seconded by Alderman Dorsett to place this item on the December 1, 2008  consent agenda, on question being put, Aldermen Gilbert, Inman, Dorsett, Wynn, Moon, Vick, 

and Lavin, being all Aldermen present voting “Aye”, Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried.
Eighth item was discussion and review of street projects for the 2009-2010 fiscal year.
CA Torreson reviewed the recommendation of the subcommittee.  The major monies for street projects comes from infrastructure sales tax fund and motor fuel tax fund and the committee is not recommending taking on any additional projects other than what is on the current list of projects: Ward Street and 2008 CIP plan (Washington and Jefferson Street overlays).  The committee recommended keeping some of the tax money in reserve for future need and use.
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Alderman Moon stated there could be government stimulus packages using matching funds coming and the City would need to be able to move quickly to take advantage of the programs.  Reserving some of the budget money would allow that.      
Alderman Lavin agreed with reserving balances.

Alderman Inman can support the recommendation and asked that Candy Lane be one of the first projects to be completed.

PWD Burnett stated he would keep up with maintenance.

Alderman Moon stated Candy Lane had not been engineered yet and Mayor Wisslead added it is a STU project and it takes approximately two years for planning and sign off by the state.

Ninth item was discussion on amendments for the City of Macomb’s personnel manual.

CA Torreson distributed revised personnel manuals with a list of changes for their review.  He asked that the Council review it over the next week as it will be on the December 1, 2008 Council agenda.

Tenth item was discussion on the council committee structures.
CA Torreson reviewed the committee structures for the Aldermen.  This item will be placed on the December 1, 2008 Council meeting agenda.  This will be reviewed in the Spring and final approval will be made based on the Mayor’s and Aldermen’s recommendation.   
Eleventh item was discussion on the 2009 City Council and Committee of the Whole meeting schedules.

City Clerk Melanie Falk, explained the meeting schedules.

Alderman Dorsett moved, seconded by Alderman Moon to place this item on the December 1, 2008 consent agenda, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried.

Twelfth item was discussion on canceling the Committee of the Whole meeting scheduled for Monday, December 29, 2008.

Alderman Dorsett moved, seconded by Alderman Moon to concur with the Mayor’s recommendation and place this item on the December 1, 2008 consent agenda, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried. 
In other business, Legal Counsel Wilhelm updated the Council on the liquor hearings; The Islands paid a $250.00 fine and there was a lengthy meeting concerning The Pace and the Mayor will be announcing his decision at noon tomorrow.  The following liquor hearings are scheduled for December 8, 2008:  The Forum, The Ritz, and The Café.  This is a result of no warning tickets being issued this year.

Mayor Wisslead announced there are nomination petitions available for 1st Ward, 6th Ward, 7th Ward and 2 Alderman at Large positions.  The election will be held on Tuesday, February 24, 2009.  The petitions can be picked up in City Hall in the City Clerk’s office and the filing dates are December 8th through the 15th, 2008.   
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There being no further business, Alderman Moon moved, seconded by Alderman Inman to adjourn, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried and they adjourned at 6:13 p.m. 
_____________________________________

City Clerk

