Minutes of the Committee of the Whole

Monday, December 08, 2008
5:00 P.M.

The Committee of the Whole of the Macomb City Council met on Monday December 08, 2008 at 5:00 p.m. in the City Council Chambers of City Hall at 232 East Jackson Street, Macomb, IL.

Mayor Mick Wisslead called the meeting to order.

Members present: Richard Vick, Ed Lavin, Louis Gilbert, Mike Inman, Dave Dorsett, Tim Lobdell, Ken Zahnle, Don Wynn, and Dennis Moon.  
Others present:  Mayor Mick Wisslead, Deputy City Clerk Gloria Barr, City Administrator Dean Torreson, City, and Legal Counsel Liz Wilhelm.
First item on agenda was the Public hearing on the levy and collection of taxes for the year 2008, payable 2009 for the City of Macomb, McDonough County, Illinois.  Legal Counsel Wilhelm explained there was only discussion planned this evening and the Public Hearing will be next week at 7:00 p.m.

Second item was discussion on the ordinance to provide for the levy and collection of taxes for the year 2008, payable 2009 for the city of Macomb, McDonough County, Illinois.  There was no discussion.

Third item was discussion on the ordinance to abate the direct annual tax levied for 2008 to pay the annual debt service on $650,000 in General Obligation Bonds (Waterworks Alternate Revenue Source), Series 2004A, $750,000 General obligation Bonds (Sewerage Alternate Revenue Source), Series 2004B, $3,500,000 in General Obligations Bonds (Waterworks Alternate Revenue Source)< Series 2008A, $1,350,000 in General Obligation Bonds, (Early Retirement Incentive Pension Obligation)Series 2008B and also to abate one half ($70,035) of the direct annual tax levied for 2008 to pay the annual debt service of $1,500,000 in Public Building Revenue Bonds, Series 1996, of the Macomb Public Building Commission, in McDonough County, Illinois.

CA Torreson explained this ordinance would prevent taxing property owners for all expenses except the $70, 035.00.  All other obligations would be paid from other sources.  There was no discussion.
Fourth item was discussion on an ordinance to create a Class “P” liquor license for Wal-Mart Stores, Inc. dba Wal-Mart Super center #197.

Alderman Inman asked to hear from the Wal-Mart representatives and said his interest concerned the sale of kegs and other high volume liquor.
Harlan Powell, 320 W. Ohio Street, Chicago, Illinois, Attorney for Illinois Wal-Marts, stated that at this time, no store has had a suspension and their liquor licenses have never been rescinded.

Rhonda Roberts, 1413 Thomas Street, Wal-Mart Manager, explained they would not be selling kegs as they did not want the liability, they would sell only packaged liquor.  

Alderman Inman asked about age enforcements and was told their registers will prompt an input of birth date with each purchase and this will protect selling to underage persons.  They are currently training their employees.  There will be no employees under the age of eighteen selling alcohol.

Alderman Vick asked if there would be a separate entrance and was told there would not be a separate entrance.

Mayor Wisslead asked for the location and Ms. Roberts explained the original location was taken by the bank, so the liquor department would be in the back of the store by the chips and soda.  Beer will be in the cooler that currently holds milk and a lock or chains will be used to keep it secured.
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Alderman Gilbert wanted the public to know this was not a local decision, but a decision made at Wal-Mart corporate headquarters. 
Harlan Powell, Wal-Mart attorney stated Wal-Mart welcomes all comments and concerns with this request.  They take their responsibility very seriously.

Mayor Wisslead reminded Wal-Mart their employees would need to complete the B.A.S.S.E.T.T. training and was told it was being taught that evening and Ms. Roberts would be doing training after leaving the meeting.
Mayor Wisslead read, into the record, the following letter from Bill Maakestad:

Thank you for the opportunity to address the Macomb City Council.  As a teacher in a College of Business and Technology and strong supporter of free market theory, I would like to offer—as I did the first time this issue came before the City Council—a bit of historical perspective.
Ever since we settled in this country in the 1600s, local communities have agreed to have officials who ruled on whether it is in the interest of the common good to allow a particular individual or company to go into the liquor business.  Even in the freewheeling early days of unregulated “cowboy capitalism” liquor has always been treated differently than other products and commodities.  In other words, through we typically rely on the free market to determine supply and demand, most communities have long understood that a community’s character can at least partly be shaped by the number and nature of liquor establishments that exist—which is not to mention the public health ramifications tied to the issue.  And this means that tough and honest determinations must sometimes be made as to just what IS in the public interest, and what signals a vote to increase the availability of alcohol sends to the community.

Though Macomb several years ago abandoned the more restrictive approach it once took to the issuance of liquor licenses, there appeared to remain a consensus that this shift did not mean that the City Council would be abandoning its historical interest in looking long and hard at every liquor sales application that came its way.  I see virtually no significant differences that would justify a reversal of the Council’s decision of a few years ago, and would request that the application by a multinational company that offers “Always the Low Price” be given intense scrutiny in light of the common good of the Macomb community.

Dr. Iverson, WIU Beu Health Center Chief of Staff, stated the university is concerned with student alcohol abuse and discussed the university’s progress in reviewing a Harvard School report and recommendations for curbing binge drinking in college students.  He stated WIU has made 35 changes so far and needs the City’s help with the drinking concerns.  One factor is the availability of packaged alcohol outlets and he stated the packaged alcohol outlets in Macomb have doubled in the last seven years. He sited the following concerns; 1) public health concerns, 2) the important part alcohol plays in the top four causes of death in 18 to 24 year olds; motor vehicle accidents, accidents, homicide and suicide, and 3) law enforcement demands and increase of staff to cover demands.   
Sally Egler, 320 N. Johnson, opposes liquor sales at Wal-Mart.  She commended Wal-Mart for their community support.  She stated she did not see liquor licenses as a reward, but given only when they would benefit the community or improve our quality of life.  She understood Wal-Mart’s current corporate policy prohibits alcohol at any Wal-Mart event, top executives and employees are prohibited from consuming alcohol at any of their events and there is no alcohol allowed on corporate property.  She stated she found this hypocritical.  She expressed concern with increased sales tax revenue as being the reason for the license, as sales at Wal-Mart would be taking away purchases from current retailers.  As a 
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member of the Community/University Partnership Program Board she deals with alcohol problems and is working to moderate the alcohol abuses within the community.

Alderman Vick stated he favors free trade, but bases his decisions on 1) what constituents want and 2) what is best for Macomb.  All calls and conversations concerning this item have been negative; his constituents do not want Wal-Mart to have a liquor license.  It would not be good for Macomb if current stores go out of business.  He is also concerned about the traffic at Wal-Mart.
Fifth item was discussion on the ordinance to authorize rezoning of 2400, 2410 and 2500 East Jackson Street from B-2 General Business District to O/I/Office/Institutional District.      
Alderman Gilbert thanked McClure’s for researching the water problem

Alderman Dorsett stated he supports both item five and six and would request that right of way sidewalk dedication and correction of drainage problem be part of the special use permit.
Sixth item was discussion on an ordinance to authorize the issuance of a special use permit to establish a community college campus at 2400, 2410, and 2500 East Jackson Street.  

Alderman Lobdell said he would still like to see a clear interpretation of sidewalks in the code book.  They are currently covered under transportation.  He also has a concern with securing right of ways for the future building of sidewalks by the City.  He feels regardless of whether it is new development or redevelopment, the developer should be responsible for Installing or repairing sidewalks.

Legal Counsel Wilhelm explained that at this time, there is no provision for sidewalks in redevelopment, but this could be added to the special use permit provisions.
Alderman Lavin stated he agreed with Alderman Lobdell but wants the owner or developer to be responsible for putting in the sidewalks when requested by City.

CDC Basch stated he plans to bring an amendment to the Planning Commission that would include 1) requirements for sidewalks in the site plan, 2) include bike paths in the site plan if there was a designated bike path indicated in the area, and 3) include plans for repairing existing sidewalks if needed.  He added this item was for a special use permit and it could include sidewalks, but the code amendment was another conversation.

Legal Counsel Wilhelm stated IDOT has property for right of way and would they give permission.  CDC Basch answered yes, they would give permission.

Alderman Lobdell moved, seconded by Alderman Dorsett to require that the special use permit require sidewalks be paid for in escrow or built up front, on question being put, Aldermen Lavin, Gilbert, Dorsett, Lobdell, Zahnle, Wynn, and Moon voting “Aye” and Alderman Inman voting “Nay”, Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried. 

Alderman Dorsett moved, seconded by Alderman Lavin to include the Building and Zoning drainage requirement in the Special Use Permit, on question being put, Aldermen Gilbert, Inman, Dorsett, Lobdell, Zahnle, Wynn, Moon, Vick, and Lavin being all Aldermen present voting “Aye’, Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried. 
Seventh item was discussion on an ordinance to authorize the rezoning of 5.9 acres of undeveloped land east of Madelyn Avenue; south of Grant Street; south of Jamie Lane and Southwest of Pennyoaks Drive from R-1 One Family Residential District to O/I Office/Institutional.  There was no discussion.
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Eighth item was discussion on amendments to the sign regulation section of the Unified Development code; Tables 7.3.5 A, 7.3.5 D, 7.3.5 E, 7.3.5 F and 7.3.5 G.  There was no discussion. 
Ninth item was discussion on an ordinance to amend the personnel manual for the City of Macomb, McDonough County, Illinois.  CA Torreson stated the update would put the City in compliance with the state regulations.  There was no discussion.

Tenth item was the Public Works major projects monthly update by Public Works Director Burnett.  PWD Burnett reported Stacy Lane, Collins, Avenue, Wal-Mart-Penny’s Connector are complete, The Compton Park Culvert is open and the 2009 CDAP Water Main project application has been submitted.  The Compton Park and Franklin Street Culverts will be completed in the spring.  All light trucks, except crane truck and sewer flow meter have been received.  Water Treatment Plant improvements are on schedule.

Alderman Lobdell asked about the salt conveyer and the monies for the Adams Street sewer project.  PWD Burnett responded they are waiting for the generator for the salt conveyer and it is due next week. The Adams Street paving has been pushed to next year and the monies ($95,000) will be rolled over.

Alderman Dorsett reported the citizens of Stacy Lane are very happy with the project.

Alderman Moon reminded everyone the North Randolph Street Parking and Transfer Facility lot is now lighted and available for use. 
Eleventh item was discussion on the 2008 CIP Contract # 2 amending the engineering services agreement with McClure Engineering.  CA Torreson stated this was an addendum adding $3,100 to the McClure Engineering contract for bidding services.  The addition money will be paid from infrastructure funds.  
Alderman Dorsett moved, seconded by Alderman Lavin to concur with the Mayor’s recommendation and place this item on the December 15, 2008 consent agenda, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried.

There being no further business, Alderman Lobdell moved, seconded by Alderman Gilbert adjourn into executive session for the purpose of a) Appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance or dismissal of an employee of the public body or legal counsel for the public body, pursuant to Sec. 2(c)91) of the Open Meetings Act and b) Collective bargaining matters between the public body and it’s employees or representatives, or deliberations concerning salary schedules for one or more classes of employees, pursuant to Sec. 2(c)(2) of the Open Meetings Act, on question being put, Aldermen Dorsett, Lobdell, Zahnle, Wynn, Moon, Vick, Lavin, Gilbert and Inman, being all Aldermen present voting “Aye” and no “Nay” votes, Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried and they adjourned at 5:48 p.m. 
_____________________________________

Deputy City Clerk

