Minutes of the Committee of the Whole

Monday, January 12, 2009
5:00 P.M.

The Committee of the Whole of the Macomb City Council met on Monday, January 12, 2009 at 5:00 p.m. in the City Council Chambers of City Hall at 232 East Jackson Street, Macomb, IL.

Mayor Mick Wisslead called the meeting to order.

Members present:  Richard Vick, Edward Lavin, Louis Gilbert, Dave Dorsett, Tim Lobdell, Ken Zahnle, Don Wynn, Dennis Moon being all members present.  Mike Inman was absent.

Others present:  Mayor Mick Wisslead, City Clerk Melanie Falk, City Administrator Dean Torreson, Legal Counsel Liz Wilhelm.
Mayor Wisslead introduced Gordana Rezab from the League of Women Voters.
First item was a public hearing for a CDAP Grant application for East Carroll and East Calhoun watermain replacements.  However, when the hearing was advertised in the newspaper, it stated 7:00 p.m. instead of 5:00 p.m.  The hearing will take place at 7:00 p.m.  Mayor Wisslead stated this grant will be for $489,000.00 and the City would have a match of 25%.  The council will have to adopt a resolution committing local funds for this grant.

It was moved by Alderman Lobdell, seconded by Alderman Dorsett to place the resolution on the consent agenda for the January 20th City Council meeting, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried.

Second item was discussion on the McDonough County Public Transportation Title VI Plan.

Gary Ziegler, Director of MCPT, explained that the Illinois Department of Transportation did require rural areas to have a Title VI Plan until recently after a tri-annual review by the Federal Transit Administration of federal grant programs administered by IDOT’s Division of Public and Intermodal Transportation.

Gary stated that in order to be in compliance, the McDonough County Public Transportation has put together a Title VI Plan which has been reviewed by the MCPT Committee at their meeting on January 9th.  MCPT is now submitting to the City Council for their approval.  This plan needs to be submitted to IDOT by the end of the month.

It was moved by Alderman Dorsett, seconded by Alderman Lobdell to place this on the consent agenda for the January 20th City Council meeting, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried.

Third was discussion on the City of Macomb’s health insurance renewal.

City Administrator Torreson stated claims for the current year are expected to be at 84% of the maximum, above the “expected loss rate” of 80%, which will reduce the City’s health insurance trust fund.  To preserve the trust fund, the City needs to pass along costs to employees at least equal to the 80% level, as well as a 17.55 increase in costs for the next year. It is recommended to increase the employees’ contribution to family health insurance coverage by 8%.  

Also, Dave Thompson solicited quotes from reinsurance companies and received the following four: Perico Life Insurance Co. (City’s current company), Lloyd’s of London, Canada Life and Companion Life. The City’s current company, Perico Life, submitted the best quote.
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It is staff’s recommendation along with Dave Thompson, to renew the City’s reinsurance policy with Perico Life.  They also recommend continuing its consulting relationship with Dave Thompson and retain SAGE Technologies as the Third Party Administrator.

It was moved by Alderman Lobdell, seconded by Alderman Lavin to concur with staff’s recommendation and place this on consent agenda for the January 20th City Council meeting, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried.

Fourth was a presentation from Duane Mansir, McDonough County SWCD Resource Conservationist regarding the Spring Lake Watershed Plan.

In November 2006, the McDonough County Water & Soil Conservation District entered into an agreement with the Association of Illinois WSC Districts along with the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency to conduct water base planning to address recognized impairments within the Spring Lake impoundment.  A committee was formed with local stakeholder and met in 2007.  The end result of the 1 ½ years of works is this EPA approved plan.
Dan Moorehouse, Plan Writer and Coordinator for the Project, gave a power-point presentation and highlited the plan.  When the EPA came to them, they had found some water quality impairments two years ago. These impairments were total phosphorus, total suspended solids, excess algal growth and total nitrogen.  Total phosphorus is the only one that has numerical standard and are concerned about dealing with. The other items all link up with phosphorus but phosphorus is the one with numerical value and needs solved.

In the early 1980’s the RCND put together a PL 566 Watershed Plan that significantly reduced the amount of sediment going into Spring Lake.
This committee also put together a problem statement and the main problems they are focusing on is total phosphorus, suspended solids, total nitrogen and a decline in water storage capacity.

Their goals are to located areas of higher concentration of phosphorus and soil entering the watershed; a detailed stream bank study to locate stream bank stabilization project sites in the watershed; design and implement a watershed soil phosphorus study to identify specific locations of sol types that contain high concentrations of phosphorus. The cost of this plan is $626,000.

Greg Jackson reviewed the program incentives that are available to this type of plan. He also stated that with this plan in place, this group has a better chance than anyone to obtain them.

Alderman Dorsett stated he was impressed with the plan and would like to move forward with it.

Fifth was discussion on the Franklin Street culvert construction intergovernmental agreement with McDonough County.

Public Works Director Burnett reviewed the agreement with the Council.  He stated that this is an IDOT numbered bring and with the use of the County we can try to get it unnumbered.  The cost will be $110,000.00.

Alderman Lavin had a question regarding paying back the 8% of materials.  PW Director Burnett will check on this and report back next week.
Sixth, Public Works Director Burnett reviewed his major monthly projects for December.
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Seventh, was discussion on the CCTV Camera System bid received for the Macomb Police Department.
One bid was received from Supreme Radio in the amount of $14,047.29.

Alderman Lobdell moved, seconded by Alderman Moon to place this on the consent agenda for the January 20th City Council meeting, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried.

Last was discussion on an ordinance to approve the Disaster Plan for the City of Macomb, McDonough County, Illinois.

There was no discussion and this will have 2nd reading and final approval at the City Council meeting on January 20.

Alderman Lobdell moved, seconded by Alderman Moon to adjourn into Executive Session for a)The setting of a price for sale or lease of property owned by the public body, pursuant to Sec. 2(c)(6) of the Open Meeting Act, on question being put, Aldermen Vick, Lavin, Gilbert, Dorsett, Lobdell, Zahnle, Wynn, Moon being all Aldermen voting “Aye” on roll call and no “Nay” votes, Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried and they adjourned into executive session at 5:51 p.m.

Alderman Lobdell moved, seconded by Alderman Gilbert to adjourn back into Open Session, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried and they adjourned back into open session at 6:05 p.m.

There being no further business, Alderman Dorsett moved, seconded by Alderman Gilbert to adjourn, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried and they adjourned at 6i:05 p.m.
Melanie Falk, City Clerk

