Minutes of the Committee of the Whole

Monday, February 9, 2009
5:00 P.M.

The Committee of the Whole of the Macomb City Council met on Monday, February 9, 2009 at 5:00 p.m. in the City Council Chambers of City Hall at 232 East Jackson Street, Macomb, IL.

Mayor Mick Wisslead called the meeting to order.

Members present:  Richard Vick, Edward Lavin, Louis Gilbert, Dave Mike Inman, Dorsett, Tim Lobdell, Ken Zahnle, Don Wynn, Dennis Moon being all members present.  

Others present:  Mayor Mick Wisslead, City Clerk Melanie Falk, City Administrator Dean Torreson, Legal Counsel Liz Wilhelm.
First item was an economic update from Macomb Area Economic Development Corporation.
Kim Pierce, Executive Director, stated they are working on enhancing their marketing strategy and will be increasing their partnershipping. Also, they will be attending a couple of conference regarding wind power. Maedco, along with Hancock and Schuyler Counties, are applying for a CDAP grant for entrepreneurship.  Kim also reported they are still providing the wage and benefit reported they started three years ago.
Second item was discussion on accepting Hillcrest street lighting as the City’s responsibility.

After doing some research, the street lights are in the city’s right of way and the right of way was accepted by the City.
Alderman Lobdell moved, seconded by Alderman Dorsett to place this on the consent agenda for the February 17 City Council meeting, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried.
Third was discussion on the list of  proposed project for the stimulus package.

City Administrator Torreson stated the list has been divided into four categories and prioritized:

Water Projects
1. Water Treatment Plant Upgrade (Ammoniation Project) - $1,168,000

2. Water Treatment Plant Upgrade (Addition & Membrane Supported Infrastructure) - $2,000,000

3. Replace Standby Generator - $375,000

4. Northeast Water Main Replacement - $650,000

Street and Bridge Projects
1. Wigwam Hollow Bridge Replacement - $2,300,000\

2. 2008 Street Resurfacing Project - $475,000

3. South Ward Street Reconstruction Phase I - $1,800,000

4. Wigwam Hollow Road Reconstruction - $1,000,000

5. West Grant Street Reconstruction Phase II - $1,500,000

Intermodal – Public Transportation
1. Public Transportation Transfer Station/Amtrak Parking Lot Paving; 

and connecting street & sidewalk improvement – 1,000,000

Environmental
1. Spring Lake Embankment Protection - $400,000
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Alderman Lavin moved, seconded by Alderman Inman to place this item on the consent agenda for the February 17 City Council meeting, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried.

Fourth item was discussion on South Ward Street improvements.
Public Works Director Burnett stated that Phase 1 and 2 have been completed and approved by IDOT.  However, there are some right-of-way issues that are not going to be resolved by the bid letting date this year plus we do not have all the matching funds we need.  It is his recommendation to delay this project for another year.
Mayor Wisslead reported that OC @WIU has had a foreclosure on their property at Ward and Grant and therefore, we can not obtain the right-of-way needed from them as agreed to.  The only way to get the right-of-way is to wait for a clear title to this property.

Fifth was discussion on the chlorine system improvements.

Public Works Director Burnett stated this came up in one of Robert Trader’s inspection.  The City does not have automatic switchover units and automatic shutoff valves for chlorine.  This is not an EPA requirement but would be for safety reasons.  PW Director Burnett would like authorization to advertise for bids.  It was the consensus to place this on the agenda for the February 17th City Council meeting.
Sixth, Public Works Director Burnett reviewed the monthly major project for January.

Last was discussion on the ice storm clean-up.

Public Works Director Burnett reviewed his clean-up report he put together since December 29, 2008.  He stated that the week of February 2, the collection did increase due to the City of Bushnell graciously loaning us their tandem trucks and drivers.  They are working on the east-west streets and then will go to the north-south streets.  Also, the yard waste site will remain open until the demand decreases.
Mayor Wisslead reported we received word late last week that we can contact IDOT to request some drivers and trucks.   This item will be discussed more at the Public Works Budget Committee meeting on Thursday the 12th.  Public Works Director Burnett thanked Jim Teater for contacting the City of Bushnell and getting their help and also the public for their patience and cooperation during this time.
Alderman Lobdell moved, seconded by Alderman Dorsett to adjourn into Executive Session for a)Appointment, employment, compensation discipline, performance or dismissal of an employee of the public body or legal counsel for the public body, pursuant to Sec. 2(c)(1) of the Open Meetings Act, on question being put, Aldermen all Aldermen voting “Aye” on roll call and no “Nay” votes, Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried and they adjourned into executive session at 5:55 p.m.

Alderman Lobdell moved, seconded by Alderman Zahnle to adjourn back into Open Session, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried and they adjourned back into open session at 6:03 p.m.

There being no further business, Alderman Inman moved, seconded by Alderman Lobdell to adjourn, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried and they adjourned at 6:03 p.m.
Melanie Falk, City Clerk

