Minutes of the Committee of the Whole



       
Tuesday, May 26, 2009





          
5:00 p.m.

The Committee of the Whole met on Tuesday May 26, 2009 at 5:00 p.m. in the City Council Chambers of City Hall at 232 East Jackson Street, Macomb, IL.

Mayor Mick Wisslead called the meeting to order. 

Members present: Ryan Hansen, Edward Lavin, Louis Gilbert, Mike Inman, Dave Dorsett, Tim Lobdell, Clay Hinderliter, Donald Wynn, and Dennis Moon.

Others Present: Mayor Mick Wisslead, City Administrator Dean Torreson, and Legal Counsel Liz Wilhelm, and Deputy City Clerk Corrina Wells.
First item was a discussion of a one year janitorial contract for City Hall, Public Works Department, Macomb Depot and the Police/911 building. 
CA Torreson stated the current contract with Partners in Grime runs $2500.00 a month and had expired April 30, of this year. CA Torreson recommended entering a one-year contract  with Partners N Grime (June 1, 2009 - May 31, 2010) for the amount of $2600.00 per month, along with approving a proposal to shampoo carpets and cloth chairs, and wax floors as quoted. In addition CA Torreson recommends a 30 day cancellation clause be added to the contract.
Alderman Dorsett stated in the future obtaining additional quotes for treading the stairs and/or cleaning them. 

Alderman Lobdell moved, seconded by Alderman Gilbert to move forward with the Partners N Grime contract but follow up a little better for future cleanings, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried. 
Second on the agenda was discussion on the City of  Macomb’s life insurance renewal. 
Mayor Wisslead stated the renewal of this contract is due August 1, 2009 and recommends placing this item on consent agenda for June 1st City Council meeting, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried. 

Third item for discussion was on the Designated On-Street Bike Route Proposal.

CDC Ed Basch stated the reason that the amendment to the Comprehensive Plan is needed is because the plan from December 2007 contains a Community Facilities Plan map that will now be complimented and in part superseded by a specific bike plan map. CDC Basch stated that it would be proper to slightly reword the action items to better reflect what we are actually doing. 
Alderman Dorsett moved, seconded by Alderman Inman to have counsel draft the necessary ordinances, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried. 
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Fourth item on the agenda was discussion on the Standing Committee Structure &

Alderman Assignments for the Macomb City Council.
City Administrator Dean Torreson stated the proposal suggests two Council members per committee and one alternate. The outside Aldermen Assignments are already set with the exception of Alderman Louis Gilbert. 
Alderman Dorsett stated he would oppose this structure at the next meeting.

Alderman Lobdell stated he is not in favor of  small committees and believes these issues should be discussed at the Committee of the Whole meetings.
Alderman Inman expressed his concerns that this would not be the preferred way he would do business but would not oppose it. 

Alderman Hinderliter stated he would embrace the idea. He stated that the smaller committees are more productive and bring more information to the table when voting. 

Mayor Wisslead suggested placing this on the regular agenda June 1st City Council meeting. 

Fifth item for discussion was a proposed Sidewalk Replacement Policy for the City of Macomb.

City Administrator, Dean Torreson, stated the City of Macomb agrees to participate in the cost of replacing deteriorated public sidewalks. This policy applies to residential sidewalks only. 

Alderman Lobdell asked what budget the City is looking at. 
CA Torreson replied $15,000.00 yearly and when the money is gone no replacements will be done until the following year.  Public Works Director Walter Burnett will decide who is eligible and meets the criteria to receive a new sidewalk. 

Mayor Wisslead suggested putting this item on the regular agenda June 1st for Council to discuss further. 

Sixth item for discussion on reimbursement of “standby pay” for the Waste Water employees.
City Administrator Dean Torreson stated the Business Office has researched the past two years to find who is eligible to receive standby pay in the Wastewater Division. It appears in the Teamsters contract the Water and Wastewater employees are not eligible for standby pay.  However, somewhere over the past few years the practice of putting Wastewater employees on standby for a week at a time was instituted, presumably by management, without the knowledge of Public Works Director Burnett or City Hall. Therefore, the City has offered to reimburse ½ of the amount owed to those employees who were on standby. Dean Mc Coy, the Teamsters 
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Representative has indicated that the Teamsters and individual employees have agreed to this and will sign written statements so this matter will be settled. 
Alderman Lobdell moved, seconded by Alderman Moon to place the above item on the consent agenda for June 1st Council meeting, all Aldermen voting “Aye” Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried. 

Seventh item on the agenda was discussion on Fire Protection contract at WIU.
Mayor Wisslead stated originally there was a four year contract and now the City is suggesting a three contract in which both sides agreed. 
Alderman Lobdell moved, seconded by Alderman Moon to place the above item on the consent agenda for June 1st Council meeting, all Aldermen voting “Aye” Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried.
Eighth item for discussion was the School Resource Officer (SRO) contract with Macomb School District.
City Administrator Dean Torreson stated in the past the City of Macomb had a series of one year contracts with the School District to provide a School Resource Office (SRO). These contracts have run from July 1st to June 30th. The proposal now is to have a contract that will automatically renew if there has been no termination notice given by either party by January 1st of the year in question. The compensation would be figured before each contract year by a standard formula. 
Superintendent of Schools, Alene Reuschel, is having the School District’s Attorney revise the standard contract to reflect the provisions the City of Macomb has made and forward it to Legal Counsel Wilhelm for review.

This item will be placed on the agenda for June 1st  Council meeting. 
Ninth item on the agenda for discussion was the recommendation from General Government 

Committee to close the Pool after this season.
Alderman Dorsett stated there were two recommendations from the General Government Committee. 1.) To open the pool this year. In focusing the attention on both bodies and the public in general we need to get out of this particular situation we are in and move forward with a plan. 2.) Recommendation on closing the pool after this year.
Alderman Dorsett moved, seconded by Alderman Lobdell to open the pool next year with no extra costs in conjunction with a survey recommendation and looking at a referendum.

Alderman Lobdell expressed his concerns that this is a recreational activity and the Park Board should be responsible in the long run to keep the pool up and running. We need to put pressure on both bodies to move forward.
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Alderman Inman stated he was hoping to be able to get a referendum passed for a new aquatic center and hopefully have no down time while in the process.

Alderman Gilbert stated that he would like to see the University do a study on whether we need a pool, rather than using a consulting firm. 

Alderman Lavin stated he does not believe the City needs to put more money into the pool. I  believe the Park District needs to come forward and be responsible for the pool, but would go along with a study.
Chuck Wren, 524 East Pierce, Macomb stated the cost of closing the pool verse building a new pool is very expensive. The outcome of a new pool will still have costs. Mr. Wren stated that it would be a mistake to close the pool without sitting down with the Park Board to discuss who is responsible for building and maintaining a new pool. 
Alderman Hinderliter stated he does not have any problems with the City spending money along with the Park Board to do a study. But the Park Board should be responsible for the pool if the decision is made to purchase a new one.

Alderman Moon stated there will be a referendum to support the pool. This will be a tax payer’s decision. I would assume there will be maintenance costs included in the referendum. There is the possibility of continued strain to support the pool. In my opinion it is out of both boards hands. We need to come up with a plan and let the tax payers decide whether they want a new pool or not.
This item will need to be discussed by Council and the Park District to move forward with a joint committee.
Tenth item for discussion was on parking requirements.
CDC Basch stated in late February and early April discussion of possible changes to the city’s residential parking requirements were held and would like to offer another proposal. Structures with 3 and 4 bedroom units tend to result in more density of people/bedroom and also more potential for non-resident guests and social gatherings. We could regulate the parking by bedroom and unit together. Following this line of reasoning, we could require 1 space/bedroom for 1 or 2 unit (but less than 1.5/unit), and 1.25/bedroom for 3 and 4 bedroom units or 4 spaces for each 3 bedroom unit, and 5 spaces for any 4 bedroom unit. This parking ratio would increase the required spaces as you increase the number of bedroom and the type of unit constructed. This method would be similar to how Iowa City regulates their parking in their “university impact” zone.

Alderman Inman asked who defines how many bedrooms are at each property. CDC Basch replied he does.
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Alderman Hansen wanted to know when building a new structure, does the parking area have to be paved? CDC Basch answered yes.

Alderman Hinderliter stated there are a number of properties throughout Macomb that have slipped through the cracks. It would be beneficial to enforce current codes that are in effect before changing any of them. 

Alderman Hansen stated that we should update rental properties when we do our three year check. 

This item will be referred to the Planning Commission for further review. 
Other business.
Mayor Wisslead stated mosquito spraying will begin June 1, 2009 on Mondays and Wednesdays.

Mondays are North of Jackson Street between 7:00 p.m. and midnight and Wednesdays are South of Jackson Street between 7:00 p.m. and midnight. 
Alderman Inman moved, seconded by Alderman Moon to adjourn into executive session for the purpose of a)Appointment, employment, compensation discipline, performance or dismissal of an employee of the public body or legal council for the public body, pursuant to Sec. 2(c)(1) of the Open Meetings Act and b)Collective bargaining matters between the public body and it’s employees or representatives, or deliberations concerning salary schedules for one or more classes of employees, pursuant to Sec. 2(c)(2) of the Open Meetings Act c) The setting of a price for sale or lease or property owned by the public body, pursuant to Sec. 2©(6) of the Open Meetings Act, on question being put, Aldermen Hansen, Lavin, Gilbert, Inman, Dorsett, Lobdell, Hinderliter, Wynn and Moon being all Aldermen voting “Aye” on roll call and no “Nay” votes, Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried and they adjourned into executive session at 6:06 p.m.

Alderman Dorsett moved, seconded by Alderman Lobdell to adjourn back into Open Session, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried and they adjourned back into Open Session at 6:14 p.m.

There being no further business, Alderman Lobdell moved, seconded by Alderman Moon to adjourn, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried and they adjourned at 6:14 p.m.
______________________

Deputy City Clerk

