Minutes of the Committee of the Whole



       
Monday, June 8, 2009





          
5:00 p.m.

The Committee of the Whole met on Monday June 8, 2009 at 5:15 p.m. in the City Council Chambers of City Hall at 232 East Jackson Street, Macomb, IL.

Mayor Mick Wisslead called the meeting to order. 

Members present: Ryan Hansen, Edward Lavin, Louis Gilbert, Mike Inman, Dave Dorsett, Tim Lobdell, Clay Hinderliter, Donald Wynn, and Dennis Moon.

Others Present: Mayor Mick Wisslead, City Administrator Dean Torreson, and Legal Counsel Liz Wilhelm, and Deputy City Clerk Corrina Wells.
First item was a discussion on a resolution authorizing application for an execution of a Public Transportation Capital Assistance grant under the Illinois Department of Transportation’s General Authority to make such grants.  
Transit Director Gary Ziegler stated we typically submit an application for vehicles that are becoming old or not in running condition to the state. This year we are applying for four vehicles. Three para transit vehicles and one medium duty vehicle. The total cost for all four vehicles is $167,000.00. This is 100% funded with no local funds. This process does require a resolution in order to submit the application. There will be a public hearing June 22, 2009 at 4:30 here at the City Hall if anyone is interested in voicing their concerns. We recommend to the Council to move forward with this process.
Alderman Inman moved, seconded by Alderman Hinderliter to place the above item on the  agenda for June 15th Council meeting, all Aldermen voting “Aye” Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried. 

Second item for discussion was on Amendment No. 1 to the agreement for engineering services related to the Water System Improvements IEPA#L172947.
PWD Walter Burnett stated that the City of Macomb has an agreement with performing engineer, Benton & Associates for the design of the Water Treatment Plant improvements. This is the first amendment as we go through the process with a couple of changes that need to be made in the design process. First is related to the investigated phase determined that the RO could not operate during construction without some additional piping. Second is for the addition of a mechanical mixer at the existing claricone. It was determined that in the future we need better mixing of our chemicals prior to entering the claricone. We have incorporated that within this membrane project in order to assist us with the bidding phase. Total cost for both amendments $14,500.00. This does need to be separated out cost wise do to the RO mixer. It cannot be stimulus money funded but the RO piping can.  
Alderman Dorsett moved, seconded by Alderman Lavin to place the above item on the agenda for June 15th Council meeting, all Aldermen voting “Aye”, Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried. 
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Third item for discussion was on the proposed Fire Department Staffing changes.

Mayor Wisslead stated this item will be discussed at executive session. 

Fourth item for discussion was on the definition of “Retirement” for the City of Macomb.

City Administrator Torreson stated that City Attorney Liz Wilhelm issued a statement last week regarding local firefighters and police officers retirement. When the employee has their twenty years of service in, they would then be eligible to stay on the City’s health insurance plan immediately after retirement rather than having to achieve the age of 50. According to state law, a service credit acquired in other like agencies is counted towards those twenty years. In talking with City Attorney Wilhelm, we believe this is the definition of retirement that we need to move forward with.

Alderman Lobdell moved, seconded by Alderman Moon to place the above item on consent agenda for June 15th Council meeting, all Aldermen voting “Aye” Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried. 
Fifth item for discussion was on the proposed recommendations for Equal Opportunity Fair Housing Committee.

Alderman Dorsett stated that previous meetings regarding the Fair Housing issues went well. The Joint Committee reached consensus of the following recommendations:

1. The name of the Commission should remain the same, “The Equal Opportunity and Fair Housing Commission.” 2. The ordinance creating and spelling out the duties, powers and responsibilities of Equal Opportunity and Fair Housing Commission should remain the same as it is with the following changes: A. The meeting schedule should be changed to quarterly, as or needed.” B. Employment rights complaints should be limited to employees who cannot file complaints with the Illinois Department of Human Rights or the Federal Equal Employment and Opportunity Commission. The exception to this is the City of Macomb, which is subject to the jurisdiction of the Commission. C. Investigations should be conducted by professionals hired by the City and approved by the Commission. Two Commissions will accompany the investigator. Investigations of complaints from City employees will be handled in the same manner as those from employees outside agencies or businesses. D. The designation as the “Affirmative Action Officer” of the City should be changed from the Commission itself to the City Administrator or designee.
Alderman Dorsett moved, seconded by Alderman Moon to place the above item on the agenda for June 15th Council meeting, all Aldermen voting “Aye” and Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried.  
Sixth item for discussion was on the proposed TIF 3 map.
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CDC Basch stated there was a revised map that has been hand marked on. Parts of the blue area is the proposed TIF 3, with the green area remaining TIF 1 which has been extended. The light gray and all else is out of any TIF. There are a few areas that were originally in the TIF that are no longer in either TIF by design due to the ordinance we adopted in late January of this year. CDC Basch stated the primary focus of boundaries is on Adams Street and West Jackson. With a second focus on South of downtown. These boundaries are based on TIF law objectives and qualification criteria. 
CDC Basch stated the portion in the center of the map that has been taken out is primarily residential and residential of better quality. There are two reasons why it is better to omit these areas. One due to not being a residential TIF and that we are not making a claim that we are primarily adopting this for the purpose of residential development. Secondly, by blinding criteria if we include too much property that is highly valued we are making it harder for us to qualify under the state law. At the committee meeting, we discovered on the extreme SW section of the TIF there is an area to be deleted which is city owned property. We cannot do 
Anything with TIF dollars soley with the exception of improvements at that site which are directly related to development in the TIF. 
CDC Basch stated the Heager Pottery property owner had originally not wanted to be in the TIF but may want to be included in the future. At the moment we are not including this area but we are leaving that possibility open. 
CDC Basch stated we need to settle on something for the consultants to be able to move forward with their criteria evaluations & narrative for the redevelopment plan. They need a set area to come up with an EAV & projected EAV in order to proceed. The area of TIF three is smaller now than when we first started due to promising all other tax districts we would not get any bigger than what they signed off on for the extension.
Alderman Moon stated what is the timeline that we have to submit to the state for approval? 

CDC Basch stated probably about mid-August and this does not have to be approved by the state. Alderman Moon stated his concerns with pending legislation on promoting wages in these districts. I believe it would be wise to wait and see what the state’s outcome is whether or not they will pass Senate Bill #43. CDC Basch replied if Senate Bill #43 would pass, only owner occupied structures are exempt. 

Mayor Wisslead stated the state had talked about a provision if someone that is working on their own property and has a rental property that they would not fall under this provision. This may require the payment of prevailing wages for anyone who receives benefits, but the idea of a blank geographical of prevailing wage may not make it. 
Alderman Moon states that he is ok with proceeding with the TIF, but is not ready to vote on it at this time. Alderman Moon stated he believes it will be counter productive to this area if they have to pay prevailing wages. 
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Alderman Lobdell stated that he agrees with Alderman Moon on waiting to implement the TIF, but to go ahead with the proceeding on the assumption that we want to adopt the TIF. 

Alderman Dorsett moved, seconded by Alderman Lavin to move forward with a resolution for opposition to be sent to the state with the present language of Senate Bill #43 and have ready to place on agenda  for June 15 Council meeting, all Aldermen voting “Aye”, Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried.

Seventh item for discussion was on the meetings Aldermen can be compensated for. 

Alderman Lobdell stated City Council meetings are a set salary including any ribbon cuttings and special events. The City in addition picks up registration fees for conferences, hotel and meals but you do not actually get credit for attending these functions. Special meetings and voting expenditures are an additional $30.00 in pay. When there is a special meeting called when we already have a meeting scheduled, I would hope no one would take advantage of the extra $30.00. 
Alderman Dorsett stated in addition to Alderman Lobdell’s statement that when you vote at any special committees meeting you are then eligible to take the additional $30.00 in pay. 
Mayor Wisslead stated that we do need to revamp those particular documents when you are filing your expenses. No other discussion was made.

Other Business: 

Alderman Inman stated the Committee Development met with the Mayor & CA Torreson discussing the ongoing efforts in annexing Georgetown. The residents at Georgetown are holding a series of meetings to discuss these issues. We have to discuss and present that we are moving forward and formalizing our portion to get this issue resolved. 
Mayor Wisslead stated that Flag Day June 14th will be in Chandler Park. Anyone interested in helping put up flags can be there at 6 a.m. and will be taken down at 6 p.m.
Alderman Dorsett moved, seconded by Alderman Wynn to adjourn into executive session for the purpose of a)Appointment, employment, compensation discipline, performance or dismissal of an employee of the public body or legal council for the public body, pursuant to Sec. 2(c)(1) of the Open Meetings Act b)The setting of a price for sale or lease or property owned by the public body, pursuant to Sec. 2©(6) of the Open Meetings Act and c)Pending or probable litigation, pursuant to Sec. 2©(11) of the Open Meetings Act on question being put, Aldermen Lavin, Gilbert, Inman, Dorsett, Lobdell, Hinderliter, Wynn, Moon and Hansen being all Aldermen voting “Aye” on roll call and no “Nay” votes, Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried and they adjourned into executive session at 5:41 p.m.

Committee of the Whole
June 8, 2009 

Page 5

Alderman Lobdell moved, seconded by Alderman Hansen to adjourn back into Open Session, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried and they adjourned back into Open Session at 6:08 p.m.

There being no further business, Alderman Lobdell moved, seconded by Alderman Henderliter to adjourn, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried and they adjourned at 6:08 p.m.
______________________

Deputy City Clerk

