Minutes of the Committee of the Whole



       
Monday, June 29, 2009





          
5:00 p.m.

The Committee of the Whole met on Monday June 29, 2009 at 5:00 p.m. in the City Council Chambers of City Hall at 232 East Jackson Street, Macomb, IL.

Mayor Mick Wisslead called the meeting to order. 

Members present: Ryan Hansen, Edward Lavin, Louis Gilbert, Mike Inman, Dave Dorsett, Tim Lobdell, Donald Wynn, and Dennis Moon. Clay Hinderliter being absent.

Others Present: Mayor Mick Wisslead, City Administrator Dean Torreson, and Legal Counsel Liz Wilhelm, and Deputy City Clerk Corrina Wells.
First item for discussion was on a petition to place a four-way stop intersection at Franklin and Madison Streets. 
Alderman Lobdell moved, seconded by Alderman Moon to move forward on drawing up an ordinance, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried.
Second item for discussion was an update from Duane Mansir and Dana Walker on the Spring Lake Water Shed application.

Duane Mansir stated in January the original Spring Lake EPA plan was presented. The plan identified three (3) impairments for the City’s Lake, Nitrogen Level, Phosphorous Level and Total Suspended Solids.  Jeff Becker, IDNR and Duane Mansir has done many onsite investigations. The types of erosion they looked at included gully and mega roll sheet which primarily is on crop land within the watershed. 
Representative Jeff Becker updated and spoke on the problems that they had found. Jeff Becker stated they estimated about 40 locations that need work. There’s 600 acres of drainage and 737 tons of gully erosion per year. In addition, 1622 tons of sheet and ill erosion, 4678 pounds of nitrogen and 2536 pounds of phosphorus also per year. Just over ½ of the total loading will reach the lake annually. If the correct practices they are recommending are installed, it would reduce pollutants reaching the lake by up to 80% if not more. 
Representative Jeff Becker stated they would like to submit an IEPA Section 319 grant application to install these practices we recommend and implement the loads they would like to see going into the lake. The application is due August 1, 2009. They estimate needing about $200,000.00 total project cost to install about 40-60 practices. It’s a 60/40 match. The EPA requires 40% total project cost to come from a state source. The producers they talked to agreed to contribute 20% of that 40. Spring Lake is asking the City Council if they would be interested in providing $40,000.00 to match the remaining balance due. 
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This would leverage an additional $160,000.00 and would get an estimated 1000 tons a year of sediment that is needed at the lake. The Temp bill has already been approved for the lake. This is at the top of the EPA’s list for project implementation. 
Alderman Dorsett asked if the money is in this years budgetary finances. Jeff Becker stated it would be over a two year plan starting in 2010. This application would be submitted this August and it usually takes about a year before they actually approve. It would be a two year grant and  it is broken down to $40,000.00 over the two years. 

Alderman Dorsett asked City Administrator Dean Torreson where the Council would look for these funds. City Administrator Torreson replied out of the general fund. The other option is the water fund, but this is a council decision.

City Administrator  Torreson asked how many of these 40 locations would this serve in terms of making improvements?  Representative Jeff Becker stated they would be able to address almost all 40 of them. In addition to this money there are other practices which could add on those grounds that would be eligible for federal conservation programs also. They would be able to use this as leverage interest in other programs to stretch dollars as far as possible. 
Alderman Dorsett asked when they say address these, is there a blanket plan they have in place or does each one have to be looked at specifically? Representative Becker stated each field will have a plan, but in terms of the practice types there is a standard set of three or four we would be looking at a combination of filter strips, retention type’s structures, dry damns, water ways and the tilling.  

Alderman Inman stated that it looks like Mr. Mansir and Mr. Becker have done their homework and feels it is a good way to proceed. If there is a deadline for the application, Alderman Inman would recommend moving forward to council. 

Mayor Wisslead stated the Council would need a sample letter from the Water & Soil Conservation and then City Administrator Dean Torreson would need to draw up a configuration to see if it will fit in the general corporate funds. The Council will then move forward from there.
Third item for discussion was on the engineering proposal from Jones Surveying and Engineering Corporation for the sanitary lift station design.

Public Works Director Walter Burnett stated that Council has been aware we’ve been working on the lift station rehabilitation for a couple of years now to address some of the aging infrastructure and to make it more efficient for our pumping operation to work on our infiltration program. We’ve solicited Ted Jones for a survey from Jones Surveying to develop a set of standardized specifications for lift stations. They have a proposal for $10,200.00 for those services and to develop the specifications and standardized design. 

Committee of the Whole 

June 29, 2009

Page 3

Alderman Moon asked if this is a budgeted item. Public Works Director Burnett stated yes it is and this should cover not only the design this year, but also the first lift station. 

Alderman Dorsett asked what benefit the City would gain from doing this. Public Works Burnett stated there would be a couple of benefits. One is energy efficiency over years and second is
standardized maintenance to keep the same pump parts for all lift stations rather than a variety. The biggest benefit is reducing the infiltration and flow into some of our capacity issues on some of the lift stations now. WIU, Hidden Hills and Stacy Lane are three that need attention. The first two targets are Stacy Lane and Hidden Hills which we will concentrate on the first year. 
Alderman Lobdell moved, seconded by Alderman Gilbert to concur with the recommendation, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried.

Fourth item on the agenda was discussion on an ordinance to amend Section 15-289 of the Municipal Code to designate a new bike path routes and eliminate the current routes in the City of Macomb.

Travis Gage, 1100 East Washington, Macomb, stated he is in favor of the bike path, but has concerns on safety issues. There are many speeding issues on Washington Street and  Mr. Gage has alerted the police about this and they did put a speeding box on the street once. Mr. Gage also has a neighbor that backs out of his drive onto East Washington and proceeds until he gets to Bonhan, then turns onto Bonhan. Mr. Gage stated he does not allow his kids to play in the front yard because of these issues. 

City Administrator Torreson stated the Committee did not talk about that particular block of East Washington when planning the route. The Committee is aware of the problems that are out there. The City can talk to the police department and make them more aware of the problems on East Washington. 

Alderman Dorsett stated the bike paths were looked at from the transportation end and not from any existing ordinance violation or public nuisances. With some knowledge of this there may be a chance they could work together. The City has seen similar issues on West Carroll. The Council can utilize these issues to resolve some of the nuisance problems that are occuring.

Travis Gage stated as a citizen having to switch sides to park on is not an issue, but before something would be done, some of the above safety issues need to be addressed. Mr. Gage’s wife was almost struck from someone backing improperly when she was 3 months pregnant. Mr. Gage stated he called the police numerous times about these issues and nothing has ever been done. 

Alderman Lobdell stated in regards to the speeding issue, there will no longer be two lanes for vehicles. In implementing the bike path, we hope to eliminate one lane of traffic and believe it will slow people down immensely.
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Steve Horrell, 420 E Carroll, Macomb stated concerns on how the routes were designed? Alderman Dorsett stated they were designed by a committee with an overall route to be established  over a several year period.

Steve Horrell stated another concern is the width of the street on East Carroll. East Carroll is used a lot by police traveling at a high rate of speed when they reach the 400 block. Mr. Horrell is not sure there is enough room for a bike route and one lane of traffic. Mr. Horrell asked if anyone measured the width of the street. Alderman Inman stated that the standard guidelines were implemented by Public Works Director Walter Burnett and his staff before we settled on theses routes. Public Works Director Burnett stated that a bike route is four feet wide from the curb out. 

Steve Horrell stated that there are a number of school buses which are wider than a normal vehicle and there are no stoplight at the intersection of Highway 67. Alderman Dorsett stated we all have to learn to get along with the transportation network and we are trying to bring the bicyclist up to where they belong as a part of the transportation aspect. 

Steve Horrell stated he is favor of the bike route, but even if he did not live on the street, his opinion is that Carroll Street is not the best route. Steve Horrell asked about Chandler Park and the parking issues there. Alderman Dorsett stated there will be parking by Chandler Park because this is a common shared area and we are trying to come up with the best route  due to a major highway running through the middle of the town. 
City Administrator Dean Torreson stated the idea, if approved by the Council, would be to put lines on the pavement after fixing the surface on East Carroll Street. In other locations other than the downtown areas, we hope to put up signs immediately following striping. The City does have money in the budget for this. The on-street parking itself will be changed as soon as the City Council approves the ordinance, then the City will enforce those parking changes. Later on down the road the City would like to establish on street bike routes with changing the lanes and the signs.

Jim Von Kannon, 1406 Maple Ave, Macomb, stated there are rules and regulations for bikes, but will there be any available programs to educate the public on this issue. Alderman Inman stated there is standardized pavement markings and signage that is published by the Department of Transportation that is available for public viewing. 

Jim Von Kannon stated he is all for the bike path and with the etiquette of the drivers on the road currently, his concerns are with safety also. Alderman Inman stated that all citizens should be aware of the pavement markings and bicycles when they are driving.  This ordinance will address several of the issues you have. Eventually the City hopes this will become a network and tie together the surrounding areas.
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City Administrator Torreson asked if it was accurate to say bicyclers are under the same regulations as motor vehicles? Alderman Inman stated yes that is correct. 
Fifth item for discussion was on moving the parking from the South side of East Carroll Street to the North side from Campbell Street to White Street.

Alderman Inman asked Community Development Coordinator Ed Basch if he had any concerns or feedback from citizens in those effective areas. CA Basch replied yes there were two phone calls. 

Alderman Gilbert stated he had one call about the congestion on East Carroll if implementing a bike path. Alderman Gilbert stated that East Carroll is an awful narrow Street.

 No further discussion.

Sixth item for discussion was on an ordinance to amend the Comprehensive Plan Section IV City-Wide Elements: Transportation Plan.

No discussion

Seventh item for discussion was on amending the special use permit in an O/I District at 2400, 2410 and 2500 East Jackson Street for Spoon River College.

Community Development Coordinator Ed Basch updated everyone. CA Basch stated that the Planning Commission met last Wednesday and looked at the request from Spoon River College. This issue has to do with their campus on East Jackson. The object of the request for the amendment is their special condition, to have a privacy fence installed on the north edge of the property. The issue the College has ran into is that there is a major Ameren easement which runs right into that area. Spoons intention in order to put up a fence and stay in the easement is to take away some of their parking area or reach an agreement with homeowners and put a fence on the homeowners property. There are five homes in this area. Three of the five already have their own private fences and two do not. The Planning Commission did discuss the various possibilities but in the end voted to waive the fence requirements because they felt there was a practical hardship, that Spoon inherited the existing facilities that have been there for years. One of the Commissioners remarked that none of the effective neighbors came to the meeting or expressed any concerns and it was the recommendation of the Planning Commission to waive the fencing requirements that was previously put in place.

Alderman Hansen stated he has talked with several of the owners on Finn Lane and although three of the five have built their own fence, it seems there are some financial difficulties keeping the others from proceeding with building. Alderman Hansen asked if  Spoon River had offered to provide a fence for either one of the property owners. A Spoon River Representative stated no. 
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The College does not feel comfortable doing this and they are publicly funded so it would be impossible to use funded money to do so. 
Alderman Dorsett asked City Attorney Liz Wilhelm if there are any provisions that absolutely bar them from using public funds for this purpose. City Attorney Wilhelm said no there is not. You are allowed to use public funds on a private property for a public purpose and that would be something the college would have to negotiate with the property owners. 

Alderman Lobdell stated he does not believe the city should be concerned about what you inherit. What you inherit is not to me a valid argument. You are changing the use and bringing the property up to code in all areas. We have ordinances on the books that protect our residents and we should abide by them for all practical cases. Alderman Lobdell would encourage advising future applicants to get familiar with our codes before they proceed with any changes.

Alderman Dorsett stated that he disagrees with Alderman Lobdell and does not think anyone inherited anything and believes the above issues were acquired through a purchase. I believe inherited is the wrong term used here.

Mayor Wisslead stated there will be an ordinance on the agenda for the above item next week for first reading. The final reading will be the last week in July.

Eighth item for discussion was on paying one-third of the cost for the repair of the weather-tracking radar system located at McDonough County Emergency Management Office. 
Alderman Gilbert stated this will update the radar system. Due to the curvature of the earth, the  radar in Rock Island/Moline will not give an accurate weather description. What this will do is set up a website for the people to look at to see what the computer says and what the weather station is doing. It will upgrade the radar and upgrade the current system.
Other business:

City Attorney Liz Wilhelm stated the City received a liquor application today for the Brick Yard Art opening at the Regional Art Center. It was a little late and they would like to have their show on July 17th. This will require an ordinance from the City Council. In essence there is not enough time in between for two meetings. City Attorney Wilhelm would recommend 1st reading on the 6th, with Power to Act at the next Committee of the Whole meeting. Mayor Wisslead stated this will be on the agenda for July 6th. City Attorney Wilhelm stated in the past we have given ourselves Power to Act for special events. 

Alderman Hansen asked City Attorney Wilhelm what this application was intended for. City Attorney Wilhelm stated  this is a Brick Yard Art opening at the Regional Art Center and they want to serve wine.
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Alderman Moon stated he has always been opposed to expediting liquor licenses. City Attorney Wilhelm said this did not come from Alderman Dorsett but from some other people with the Regional Art Center. 

Mayor Wisslead stated a concern with a citizen who wanted to wish everyone Happy Heritage Days and became angry when the City did not pick up a tree that fell on their garage. Since our main storm in December the City has done a lot things for a lot for people. The City probably did a little more than we should. The City has at least seven people they have threatened to take to court in order to pay their dumping fees, in which we are fairly certain they charged the homeowner to hall their debris to the dump site. The City does not believe the storm was as bad as this past December. If a tree falls on your house or garage, it is considered an Act of God. This should be covered under your homeowners insurance. Another incident one block from this homeowner, was a resident who drug brush to the corner and it took the police to make him put it back. There excuse was that you did it before so why not now. The City does not have the budget to do this at this time. Mayor Wisslead stated our yard waste dump is open Wednesday through Sunday from10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.  
Alderman Inman received a couple of calls from a few citizens. One was an older citizen, after Alderman Inman explained to them our decision why we were not picking up and that the dump was open, they agreed to call someone they knew to help them.

Jim Von Kannon stated he read the article in the paper in regards to not picking up the storm debris and does not often agree with the Council or the Mayor, but agrees 100% with the City’s choice on the storm issue. The City of Macomb has one of the best systems for handling yard waste that he has seen and the City has not once hauled limbs from his house or his rentals. 
Mayor Wisslead stated there will be a Public Hearing on a piece of property in Georgetown requesting an annex to the City next week. This is a choice by the citizens of Georgetown to vote with no pressure from the City.
Alderman Moon would like to publicly apologize to Alderman Dorsett assuming that he had something to do with the liquor application. Alderman Dorsett stated no apology necessary but thank you.

Alderman Moon moved, seconded by Alderman Dorsett to adjourn into executive session for the purpose of a)Appointment, employment, compensation discipline, performance or dismissal of an employee of the public body or legal council for the public body, pursuant to Sec. 2(c)(1) of the Open Meetings Act, on question being put, Aldermen Lavin, Gilbert, Inman, Dorsett, 
Lobdell, Wynn, Moon and Hansen being all Aldermen voting “Aye” on roll call and no “Nay” votes, Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried and they adjourned into executive session at 6:00 p.m.
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Alderman Lobdell moved, seconded by Alderman Moon to adjourn back into Open Session, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried and they adjourned back into Open Session at 6:42 p.m.
There being no further business, Alderman Dorsett moved, seconded by Alderman Wynn to adjourn, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried and they adjourned at 6:42 p.m.
______________________

Deputy City Clerk

