Minutes of the Committee of the Whole



       
Monday, July 13, 2009





          
5:00 p.m.

The Committee of the Whole met on Monday July 13, 2009 at 5:00 p.m. in the City Council Chambers of City Hall at 232 East Jackson Street, Macomb, IL.

Mayor Mick Wisslead called the meeting to order. 

Members present: Ryan Hansen, Edward Lavin, Louis Gilbert, Mike Inman, Dave Dorsett, Tim Lobdell, Clay Hinderliter, Donald Wynn, and Dennis Moon. 
Others Present: Mayor Mick Wisslead, City Administrator Dean Torreson, and Legal Counsel Liz Wilhelm, and Deputy City Clerk Corrina Wells.
First item for discussion was on an ordinance to create special events liquor license for the Moses King Brick and Tile Works for an art opening. POWER TO ACT 
Legal Council Wilhelm presented the following ordinance for 2nd reading:


An ordinance to create special events liquor license for the Moses King Brick and 


Tile Works for an art opening. 
Alderman Hinderliter moved, seconded by Alderman Lavin to approve the ordinance, 

on question being put, Aldermen Hansen, Lavin, Gilbert, Inman, Lobdell, Hinderliter, Wynn, and 

Moon being all Aldermen voting “Aye” on roll call and Alderman Dorsett “Recused” on roll 

call, Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried and the ordinance was approved and 

became Ordinance NO.09-22.

Second item for discussion was an ordinance annexing certain territory located in McDonough County, Illinois and located in the South West Quarter of Section 35 in Emmet Township, McDonough County, Illinois (Tim and Kimberly Bengston).

Third item for discussion was an ordinance to amend Chapter 15 of the Municipal Code of Macomb, Illinois to provide for the location of a stop sign at the intersection at Franklin Street and Madison Street.

Alderman Dorsett asked in the future to include the review conducted by the Police Department within the packets. 
Fourth item on the agenda was an ordinance to authorize an amendment to the special use permit issued to the Community College District #534 that eliminates the fencing requirement.

Community Development Coordinator Ed Basch stated there is one alteration to the previous proposal from Spoon River College. Spoon River proposed to contact the two residents who currently do not have fencing and will offer to reimburse the homeowners up to $2,400.00 to install a six foot privacy fence along their actual property. By reimbursing, this would avoid the liability issues of Spoon River employees working on private property. 
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Alderman Lobdell stated that there needs to be a written contract with the homeowners to avoid any discrepancies in the future. Mayor Wisslead stated the City would send letters to the current residents asking them to sign yes or no if they would want to move forward with a fence.

Fifth item for discussion was an ordinance to amend Section 15-214 of the Municipal Code to eliminate and re-designate specified parking zones.

Alderman Lobdell stated there needs to be a wider range of painting to avoid parking issues in the future around the town. 

Sixth item for discussion was on submitting a Certified Local Government application to the State Historic Preservation Agency.

Community Development Coordinator Ed Basch stated there is no cost other than filling out an application and my time to become a certified local government. There are sixty three CLG’s throughout the State of Illinois and becoming certified will allow the City to apply for State Grants annually and for promotions of historic preservation activities. CLG varies from year to year, but gives you a chance at federal grants and technical assistance from the State Historic Office Staff. CDC Basch stated this is an ongoing process and that the Committee would need to report to the State annually.
Alderman Moon asked for examples of activities that would be available through this grant.
CDC Basch stated the money funded can be used for consulting, surveying, purchasing signs and marketing the downtown area. There would be a local match of 30% the City would have to approve.  

Alderman Dorsett moved, seconded by Alderman Inman to move forward with an application and place the above item on the consent agenda for the July 20th Council meeting, all Aldermen voting “Aye”, Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried.
Seventh item for discussion was a resolution pledging support and matching funding towards Spring Lake water shed improvement grant. 
Alderman Lobdell moved, seconded by Alderman Hansen to place the above item on the agenda for the July 20th Council meeting, all Aldermen voting “Aye” Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried.

Eighth item for discussion was on the proposed revision of the Spring Lake Reservoir ordinance.

City Attorney Liz Wilhelm stated City Administrator Dean Torreson, Public Works Director Walter Burnett, Representatives of the Macomb Park District and herself met and propose the new additions of the Spring Lake Reservoir.

City Administrator Dean Torreson stated the ordinance is outdated and no longer reflects reality.   
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Ninth item for discussion was on the upgrade of computer hardware and software for the Business Office. 

City Administrator Dean Torreson stated we received a quote from the City’s software supplier ACS for $31,590.00. The City has $25,000.00 budgeted in the IT fund for updating the current system and another $7,800.00 budgeted for hardware and software. CA Torreson stated it is the Business Office’s recommendation to still allow Citizen’s bank to print payroll checks but the system can be updated in the future with additional software. According to Business Office Supervisor Vicky Williams, the City is three generations behind in software updates from ACS and will not be eligible for system support if we do not upgrade by October 31, 2009. 

Alderman Lobdell stated this is a steep price in maintenance fees of $4,300.00 within two to three years when we are not expanding our hardware to do payroll in house.  

Alderman Hansen asked what would be the cost difference between purchasing directly from a manufacturer rather than from our software provider.  Business Office Supervisor Vicky Williams stated if we purchased directly from a vendor, we would have no support from ACS. The cost up front may be less expensive, but we would have no technical support after the purchase. Business Office Supervisor Williams stated she will research more vendors and get back to the Council on the cost differences. 

Alderman Moon moved, seconded by Alderman Lavin to adjourn into executive session for the purpose of a)Appointment, employment, compensation discipline, performance or dismissal of an employee of the public body or legal council for the public body, pursuant to Sec. 2(c)(1) of the Open Meetings Act, on question being put, Aldermen Lavin, Gilbert, Inman, Dorsett, 
Lobdell, Hinderliter, Wynn, Moon and Hansen being all Aldermen voting “Aye” on roll call and no “Nay” votes, Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried and they adjourned into executive session at 5:34 p.m.
Alderman Hinderliter moved, seconded by Alderman Gilbert to adjourn back into Open Session, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried and they adjourned back into Open Session at 6:03 p.m.
There being no further business, Alderman Inman moved, seconded by Alderman Lavin to adjourn, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried and they adjourned at 6:04 p.m.
______________________

Deputy City Clerk

