Minutes of the Committee of the Whole



       
Monday, August 10, 2009





          
5:00 p.m.

The Committee of the Whole met on Monday August 10, 2009 at 5:00 p.m. in the City Council Chambers of City Hall at 232 East Jackson Street, Macomb, IL.

Mayor Mick Wisslead called the meeting to order. 

Members present: Ryan Hansen, Edward Lavin, Louis Gilbert, Mike Inman, Dave Dorsett, Tim Lobdell, Clay Hinderliter, and Donald Wynn . Alderman Dennis Moon being absent.
Others Present: City Administrator Dean Torreson, and Legal Counsel Liz Wilhelm, and Deputy City Clerk Corrina Wells.
First item for discussion was an ordinance to create Class R plus SS EH liquor license for Todd Hamilton and Daniel O’Neill on behalf of HOI, LLC d/b/a Sports Corner at 124. 

Daniel O’Neill representing d/b/a Sports Center stated there will be minimal changes to the inside of the complex. The bar will receive a new coat of paint and fourteen televisions for viewing of sports. The menu will remain the same with some additional new items reflecting a pub type atmosphere. The hours of operation will be 3:00 p.m. till closing. Mr. O’Neill is requesting a liquor license as the new owner d/b/a Sports Corner. 
Second reading will be at City Council Monday August 17, 2009.

Second item for discussion was on an ordinance to create a class SE liquor license for West Central Illinois Art Center.

Marsha Kozlowski representing the Art Center is requesting a special liquor license in order to host a 1st Anniversary Open House for the purchasing of the new Art Center Building.
Second reading will be at City Council Monday August 17, 2009.

Third item for discussion was on the proposed IT Disaster Recovery Plan and Use of Electronic Technology policies for the City of Macomb.
City Administrator Dean Torreson stated IT Supervisor Jake Holmes drafted a policy for the City of Macomb to be in compliance with the Auditor’s requests. The policy covers the electronic technology belonging to the City of Macomb.

IT Supervisor Jake Holmes stated the information received was taken from policies received from the Auditors and complied to fit the City’s needs.   
Alderman Dorsett moved, seconded by Alderman Wynn to place the above item on the consent agenda for the August 17th Council meeting, all Aldermen voting “Aye”, Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried.
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Fourth item on the agenda was discussion on waiving the sidewalk requirement for 531 West Elting Street.
Community Development Coordinator Ed Basch stated the Council passed in March of this year a new sidewalk provision requiring when installing sidewalks along abutting streets of any development you must require a site plan. A letter from McClure Engineering regarding an anticipated cost of $6,510.00 to construct a sidewalk at 531 West Elting using codes that are enforced currently. CDC Basch recommends installing a sidewalk on the north side of the street rather than the south at this time.
Alderman Dorsett stated this would be a sidewalk leading to nowhere. Alderman Dorsett stated he is not in favor of making an exception after a Code has been established. 

Alderman Lobdell stated Charles & Murray are the closest sidewalks in this area. There is a great need for pedestrian traffic to have there own space. The ordinance states we do need sidewalks and the City needs to enforce the codes we have in place.  Alderman Lobdell stated we need to take a second look at the sidewalk ordinances and set money aside to put back into the budget. City Administrator Torreson stated we will take another look at this again this winter. 
Alderman Wynn stated he concurs with Alderman Lobdell to enforce the ordinances currently in place. Alderman Wynn asks is there any guarantee we are going to make the owners put a sidewalk in at a later date? City Administrator Wilhelm stated it would depend on what kind of an agreement the City would have with the property owner.  If an agreement was made, the next step would be recording the price negotiated separately on record. City Attorney Wilhelm stated when recorded the agreements are very enforceable. 

Jim Klyczek, 1202 South 10th Street, St. Charles, Illinois stated that he is planning a townhouse development at 531 West Elting Street in an R-4 Zoned area. Due to a change in the City’s building codes, the property will require a sidewalk along Elting Street. Mr. Klyczek is requesting a construction postponement, not a waiver, until the sidewalk would serve a real purpose. In addition Mr. Klyczek is proposing an agreement stating a financial obligation to pay a fair share of the cost and include an agreement to be recorded in the deed. 

Alderman Hinderliter stated he does not agree in building a sidewalk over a water main and secondly to build a sidewalk that will lead nowhere. Alderman Hinderliter stated this is his ward and states people do not use sidewalks currently in this area. 
Alderman Inman stated we have a history at the City requiring sidewalks to be placed which are not required to be connected. Alderman Inman states regardless whether people use a sidewalk or not, we have ordinances to require pedestrians to utilize sidewalks when they are in place. 
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Mayor Wisslead stated the consensus to get City Attorney Wilhelm involved along with Community Development Coordinator Basch and the Developer to look into more options to see what can be worked out legally. Then we will bring this back to council for discussion at a later date. 
Fifth item for discussion was on waiving the sidewalk requirement for the Macomb Buisness District.
Community Development Coordinator Ed Basch stated that no contractor has brought this to my attention but would like to know what to tell individuals when they come into my office regarding building sidewalks along streets bordering the industrially zoned parks, particularly on side streets?  The City has broadened the industrial zone and now includes wholesale and strict retail is not allowed at this time, but in the future these items may arise.
Alderman Lobdell stated he would like to look at other parks in the area to see what the interior structure of other business parks are like. In the next few weeks Alderman Lobdell stated he would look into this.
Other business Mayor Wisslead stated that Murray Street is set to reopen Friday August 14 if final construction is concluded. Public hearings will be held on August 11, 12, 13 regarding the future of Route 336. 


Alderman Lobdell moved, seconded by Alderman Wynn to adjourn into executive session for the purpose of a) Appointment, employment, compensation discipline, performance or dismissal of an employee of the public body or legal council for the public body, pursuant to Sec. 2(c) (1) of the Open Meetings Act b) Collective Bargaining matters between the public body and it’s employees to representatives, or deliberations concerning salary schedules for one or more classes of employees, pursuant to Sc. 2© (11) of the Open Meetings Act, on question being put, Aldermen Lavin, Gilbert, Inman, Dorsett, Lobdell, Hinderliter, Wynn and Hansen being all Aldermen voting “Aye” on roll call and no “Nay” votes, Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried and they adjourned into executive session at 5:37 p.m.
Alderman Dorsett moved, seconded by Alderman Hinderliter to adjourn back into Open Session, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried and they adjourned back into Open Session at 6:30 p.m.
There being no further business, Alderman Lavin moved, seconded by Alderman Lobdell to adjourn, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried and they adjourned at 6:30 p.m.
______________________

Deputy City Clerk

