Minutes of the Committee of the Whole



       
Monday, August 31, 2009





          
5:00 p.m.

The Committee of the Whole met on Monday August 31, 2009 at 5:00 p.m. in the City Council Chambers of City Hall at 232 East Jackson Street, Macomb, IL.

Mayor Mick Wisslead called the meeting to order. 

Members present: Ryan Hansen, Edward Lavin, Louis Gilbert, Mike Inman, Dave Dorsett, Tim Lobdell, Clay Hinderliter, Donald Wynn and Dennis Moon.
Others Present: City Administrator Dean Torreson, and Legal Counsel Liz Wilhelm, and Deputy City Clerk Corrina Wells.
Starting with item number five on the agenda.
Fifth item for discussion was on an ordinance to authorize the issuance of a special use permit to allow the expansion of a place of worship and related facilities in an R-1 One-Family Residential Zoning District located at 1300 Maple Avenue, Macomb, McDonough County, Illinois.
Community Development Coordinator Ed Basch reported on questions he received from last week’s Committee of the Whole meeting. Regarding the Planning Commission’s recommendation for a fence at 1260 Maple Avenue, the intent was to construct a privacy fence on two sides bordering the property of Mr. Hainline. Maple Avenue Church feels the fence abutting Mr. Hainline’s property could be of chain link variety and did not have to be constructed of wood.  
Eric Moe, McClure engineering, 714 East Jackson Street, Macomb stated the Church is willing to purchase a privacy fence, but would like to clarify height requirements. Community Development Coordinator Ed Basch stated the requirement for a privacy fence is six (6) feet. 
Todd Russell representing Maple Avenue Church asked if the fence could be six (6) feet and chain link, with slats aligning the side of Mr. Hainline’s property and chain link only along the back side.

Mr. Hainline, 1260 Maple Avenue, Macomb stated he has no objection to a 6’ security fence on the west side.
Alderman Lobdell stated the slats do not provide accurate privacy and is not what the ordinance is suggesting. 
Alderman Dorsett stated a standard privacy fence consists of wood and agrees with Alderman Lobdell that the ordinance is not intended to display the type of fence you are suggesting.
Alderman Inman stated we are looking forward to the addition in my ward Mr. Russell but would like to see if we could compromise so the south portion of the fence would be privacy and the west portion to be chain link.

It was a consensus the compromise would work and City Attorney Wilhelm will put together an ordinance for next weeks September 8th meeting.
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Item number six for discussion was amending the Unified Development Code, Sections 17-836 through 17-850, Section 17-895, Table 7.3.5 F, Appendix F, Appendix A “Use Matrix” and Appendix B “Bulk Matrix”, to establish and provide provisions for a new zoning district to be known as Adams Street Mixed Used District (ASMU).
Community Development Coordinator Basch reported on “track changes” for three applicable ordinances from the original version.  Changes are as follows:

 1.) Adding physicians and dentists; 2.) Maximum density was reduced from 22 dwelling units/acre to 20 dwelling units/acre and square footage/unit correspondingly increased from 1980 to 2178; 3.) Maximum dwelling units/acre permissible through a special use permit was reduced from 36 units/acre to 28 units/acre; 4.) Parking requirements for commercial uses were left the same as for other commercial use districts; 5.) Wording on building frontage in design guidelines changed from corner lot situations; and 6.) Stacked parking allowances in the AMSU District were deleted. In addition Council directed 1.25 spaces/bedroom in R-3, R-4 and ASMU that includes any newly converted rental unit. A clarification was added that parking calculations ending in .5 (1/2) or above will be rounded up to the next whole space. 

Alderman Lavin asked in the mixed district since a convenience store is currently established, can it be grandfathered in.  CDC Basch said yes.

Alderman Moon asked about the variance process to relocate. City Attorney Wilhelm stated there is an act for text amendment to the code and there is a way to approach if the problem ever arose.
Alderman Lobdell stated in the special district design lines, it states 50% of a building to be constructed of stone and or brick. When reading, it looks like a guideline. CDC Basch stated primary building materials should be stone and or brick, but we will reword to better clarify what is required.
Alderman Moon stated on bulk regulations being a minimum of six (6) foot and a maximum of fifteen (15), feet why is there a need for a maximum setback? CDC Basch stated the intention is to keep everything close to the street in a pedestrian area and keep parking to the back. 

We do not need a maximum at all if you meet the parking and rear yard setback requirements. If we do not specify, they could go back as far as they wish.
City Administrator Torreson stated in special district design guidelines it stated no parking in front yards permitted. Does this apply to the front yard setback or nothing between building and street? CDC Basch stated nothing in front/face of the building. CA Torreson stated we need to clarify this better.
Alderman Moon stressed another concern in section 17-837 regarding additions for student oriented uses. Does this limit the district to college businesses only? CDC Basch states there is a complete listing in the appendix. The area is not a general commercial district and is limited to certain types. 
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Alderman Moon asked about why signs are not permitted in ASMU district. CDC Basch stated signs are permitted in the downtown district in the sign code. The downtown area has wide sidewalks and in the ASMU they are very narrow. In the future if Adam Street is widened, then 
signs would be permitted. City Attorney Wilhelm will revise the wording in the language so it will state sidewalks are not to be blocked.
Alderman Moon stated his disagreements on no parking in front yards. I totally disagree with CDC Basch that parking is to be allowed in front yards, back yards & alleys. CDC Basch stated that it was never intended to apply to the Adams District. 

Alderman Inman asked if 1.25 spaces per bedroom apply to R3 & R4 on Adams Street only. CDC Basch said yes. Alderman Inman asked what the purpose is by changing to 1.25. CDC Basch said a single residential currently is regulated by type of structure not by bedrooms. This would allow us to round up if a residential structure is converted to a rental.
Alderman Moon asked about the development codes on parking requirements for boarding & rooming houses. We are proposing to change to 1.25 per occupant. CDC Basch stated we are talking special use multiple dwellings that are not affect by this. For example if it passes, a single family three bedroom house outside ASMU sold and converted to a multiple dwelling, the resident would go from 2 parking spaces up to three times 1.25 to equal 4 parking spaces. 

There was no more discussion on items 5, 6, 7, 8 on the agenda, it was a consensus to bring back to council September 8th.

Item number one on the agenda is discussion on amending the Professional Services Master Agreement with Benton and Associates for Work Authorization “C” for chemical feed enhancements at the Water Treatment Plant, and; 
Item number four on the agenda was discussion to authorize sole source purchase for the lime slackers at the Macomb Water Treatment Plant.

John Calise, Benton & Associates stated as a follow up to the Public Works meeting, we are proposing three changes. 1.) Proposed Work Authorization “C”; 2.) Water Treatment Plant Improvements; 3.) Chemical Feed Enhancements.   These Chemical feed enhancements would assist the City in addressing Illinois EPA violation CCA# W-2008-00102. Lime feed modifications were identified as an item that needs corrected in the CCA. If these changes would be approved we would be ahead of the game. 

Alderman Dorsett asked what the sole source online purchase of line slackers was. Mr. Calise stated it is compatibility and saving money. A original study was done on item#4 estimating a  cost of $500,000 to $600.00. We have since come up with a solution totaling costs between $75,000 to $100,000. 

Ed McCall with Camp Dresser & McKee stated the upgrade with automation is better for the water quality. We evaluated slate lime verse liquid lime and the cost to upgrade to liquid was not worth the money. Public Works Director Walter Burnett stated staying with same manufacture we are able to install the system ourselves. This will allow us to keep one filtration system 
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operating when switching out the other. In the long run the City is avoiding extensive engineering and contractor costs. 

Alderman Lobdell moved, seconded by Alderman Lavin to place the above item on the consent agenda for September 8 City Council Meeting, on question being put, Alderman  Lavin, Gilbert, Inman, Dorsett, Lobdell, Hinderliter, Wynn, Moon and Hansen all Aldermen voting “Aye” on roll call and no “Nay” votes Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried. 

Discussions on items number two and three are as follows. 
Item number two on the agenda is to update & discussion on the Water Treatment Plant membrane project and Item number three on the agenda is discussion on a  change order to Pall, Inc. proposal for design modifications to the membrane filtration at the Macomb Water Treatment Plant. 

Item number three on the agenda is discussion on a change order to Pall, Inc. proposal for design modifications to the membrane filtration at the Macomb Water Treatment Plant. 

Ed McCall with Camp Dresser and McKee briefed on updates for the water treatment projects. Currently were in the 4th quarter of testing in which IEPA mandated a one year pilot. We have submitted first & second quarter pilots to the Illinois EPA and had no comments returned.  We are currently one month behind in schedule, but the results are good to date. There are 2 outstanding change orders in from Pall: 1) Upsize tanks, feed tanks and heating elements costing $37,293.00; 2.) Downsizing from four tanks to two doing our own backwashing costing $60,949.00. For a total if both change orders equaling $98,262.00.

Alderman Inman moved, seconded by Alderman Lavin to place the above two items on the consent agenda for September 8 City Council Meeting, on question being put, Alderman Gilbert, Inman, Dorsett, Lobdell, Hinderliter, Wynn, Moon, Hansen and Lavin all voting “Aye” on roll call and no “Nay” votes Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried. 
Item number nine on the agenda is discussion on seeking bids for electrical power for the City of Macomb.

City Administrator Dean Torreson stated Illinois law allows electric customers to purchase electric power from one of several power supply chains that are registered to sell power in Illinois. Ameren is now primarily an electric delivery company as opposed to a supplier. Requests for bids that the Council would approve on September 8, with bids due and opened at 4:00 p.m. on September 21, the day of the next regular Council meeting. The plan is for Council to make a decision that evening so Mayor Wisslead can sign the contract the following morning. 

Alderman Dorsett moved, seconded by Alderman Inman to place the above item on consent agenda for September 8 City Council meeting, on question being put, Alderman Inman, Dorsett, Lobdell, Hinderliter, Wynn, Moon, Hansen, Lavin and Gilbert voting “Aye” on roll call and no “Nay” votes, Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried.  

Item number ten on the agenda is discussion on the enforcement of parking violations. 
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Alderman Lobdell stated issues related to overnight parking are limited especially in the northwest quadrant. I suggest looking more at curb painting to identify designated parking spots.
Public Works Director Walter Burnett stated the difference in curb painting verses installing signs. Roughly curb painting including labor is roughly .10 to .15 cents per foot and down the road there will be maintenance issues. Signage costs more for materials and labor. To replace an entire sign is $150.00 to $200.00 roughly. To replace just the sign is $10.00 to $15.00 dollars. 

Alderman Dorsett stated the parking issues are not just in the NW quadrant. Alderman Inman agrees, in the 4th ward there is a loop hole in the ordinance regarding parking. We have incidents when there are block parties that the ordinance does not specify parking requirements. 
Chief Barker stated he agrees with Alderman Inman but usually we deal with parties on an individual basis and try to work with the owners to ease traffic flow. The real issue is not signage or painting, it is parking. Until we address parking there will always be problems.
Mayor Wisslead stated he would like each Aldermen to compile feedback from their wards and bring back to Council so we can come to a conclusion on this issue. Alderman Lobdell stated the City needs to do an assessment from surrounding University cities seeing if we are in compliance with towing fees and ticket costs. 
Item number eleven on the agenda was discussion on the sidewalk requirement for the Macomb Business Park.

Alderman Lobdell stated he did research on like parks, some with curbed gutters and some without. Parking in the Milan business parks that had curb painting made the project look nicer to.

Item number twelve on the agenda is discussion on a new payroll system for the City of Macomb.

Alderman Lobdell stated this has been a long standing issue and we need to look into a newer payroll software. Mayor Wisslead agrees we need to integrate all business office software and update. Priority here is to get an update from the business office.
Other business Mayor Wisslead stated Labor Day is Monday. The Chamber of Commerce and  Lion’s Club will be in charge of putting up and taking down the Flags in Chandler Park. Start time is 7:00 a.m. and take down is 5:00 p.m. The regular City Council meeting will be on Tuesday September 8 due to the holiday.

There being no further business, Alderman Lobdell moved, seconded by Alderman Moon to adjourn, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried and they adjourned at 6:30 p.m.
______________________

Deputy City Clerk

