Minutes of the Committee of the Whole



       
Monday, September 14, 2009





          
5:00 p.m.

The Committee of the Whole met on Monday September 14, 2009, 2009 at 5:00 p.m. in the City Council Chambers of City Hall at 232 East Jackson Street, Macomb, IL.

Mayor Mick Wisslead called the meeting to order. 

Members present: Ryan Hansen, Louis Gilbert, Mike Inman, Dave Dorsett, Tim Lobdell, Clay Hinderliter, Donald Wynn and Dennis Moon. With Alderman Edward Lavin being absent.
Others Present: City Administrator Dean Torreson, and Legal Counsel Liz Wilhelm, and Deputy City Clerk Corrina Wells.
First item for discussion was on the solid waste customer survey report.
Dr. David Rohall representing Western Research Survey Center reported after completing a random sample survey in Macomb, the consensus was most residents were satisfied with the City’s waste disposal services and were least satisfied with the costs.  The City converted from a solid waste collection to a semi-automated cart system in 2008.
Public Works Director Walter Burnett stated the survey was funded with assistance from Waste Management.  The complete report is available in the City Clerks office for review. We will use the survey to target troubled areas for improvement. 
Second item on the agenda was on a petition to allow overnight parking on East Carroll Street from Dudley Street to Prairie Avenue and with Carroll Street still being designated as a snow emergency route.

Alderman Hansen reported after meeting with the Public Safety Committee and Chief Barker the recommendation is to deny the petition.
Alderman Inman stated there is overnight parking allowed on South Lafayette and this area is a snow emergency route. City Administrator Dean Torreson stated regarding the decision of the Public Safety Committee they do not want to make an exception to any snow emergency routes.

Alderman Lobdell moved, seconded by Alderman Dorsett to deny the petition to allow parking on East Carroll Street from Dudley Street to Prairie Avenue with Carroll Street still being designated as a snow emergency route, all Aldermen voting “Aye”, Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried.

Third item for discussion was on a request from Wesley Village/Wesley Estates to waive the requirement for a fenced-in detention basin.

Shelly Ward representing Wesley Village stated the next phase at Wesley Village is to construct a pond. The purpose of the pond is water retention for a drainage system. They are asking the Council to consider waiving a fence around the pond area for mechanical and recreational purposes.
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Eric Moe with McClure Engineering stated there are two types of detention basins allowed in the Unified Code. One is a wet pond acting as a retention facility as the water level goes up, with the outlet controlling when the water is released. As the water rises more head builds up then lets out more flow. When subsided, it drops and will reach the normal pool level & then stops. This is similar to a man made pond like at Patton Park. Secondly, dry basins in which the pond must be 80% dry within 72 hours. They would like to construct the wet basin. This will allow them the ability to remove soil. Without a wet basin they would have to import fill offsite. A wet pond is best for esthetic purposes and would be detracted from if a fence was constructed around the perimeter. The development would extend 500’ North of Grant Street and 500-700’ from Candy Lane with a five foot path around the pond for walking. The depth will be controlled by the embankment when we balance the sight. 

Community Development Coordinator Ed Basch stated a wet basin would be quicker if the Council would waive the code. Ordinarily there are more basins without fences than with. CDC Basch would recommend a wet basin as the best option. 

Alderman Lobdell moved, seconded by Alderman Dorsett to approve the request from Wesley Village/Wesley Estates to waive the requirement for a fenced-in detention basin and have City Attorney Liz Wilhelm draw up the paperwork, all Aldermen voting “Aye”, Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried. 

Fourth item for discussion was on sole source purchasing of a radio meter read equipment for the City of Macomb.

Public Works Director Walter Burnett reported to date they have twenty percent of the City trucks converted with new equipment. The difference between a truck mount verses a hand held device is the range it will reach and is a much quicker process using truck mounts. The installation is simple and can be moved from one truck to another like a radio. PWD Burnett stated that when completed, the City might want to re-arrange the cycles through the Business Office reducing from three cycles to one per week. The durability of the new devices is very reliable. Public Works is requesting to make this purchase and to complete all installation by next year.
Alderman Dorsett asked if this is currently in the budget. Public Works Director Burnett stated $130,000.00 is budgeted and we have yet to use the entire amount.  
Mayor Wisslead stated the total price of the project is $25,800.00.

Alderman Dorsett moved, seconded by Alderman Lobdell to place the above item on the consent agenda for September 21st Council meeting, all Aldermen voting “Aye”, Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried. 

Fifth item for discussion was on establishing a late fee ordinance.
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City Administrator Dean Torreson stated that the late fee for hotel/motel tax payments is 1/6 of 1%, as contained in the hotel/motel tax ordinance. The Community Development Committee has recommended that the Council adopt a late fee of 1 ½% per month, to apply to any payments due to the City for which there is no specified late fee schedule atatached.  
Alderman Lobdell stated late fees for water bills are calculated by a percentage. There should be a standard percent set across the board for all late fees. 

City Attorney Wilhelm stated this needs to be changed through an ordinance. Mayor Wisslead stated the due date should be changed when implementing these changes.

It was a consensus to gather more information and have City Attorney Wilhelm draw up an ordinance to bring back to Council. 

Sixth item for discussion was on an ordinance to create a Class R plus SS plus EH plus OL liquor license for Robert and Pamela Shanty dba The Shanty Shack.
Mayor Wisslead stated the only concern was a minor violation in 2001 for Robert Shanty. Otherwise they meet all requirements. 

Seventh item for discussion was on an ordinance annexing certain territory located in McDonough County, Illinois in the Northwest Quarter of Section Fifteen in Emmet Township, McDonough County, Illinois (Mary Jensen).

There was no further discussion on this ordinance.

Eighth item on the agenda was discussion on an ordinance to amend the Go West bus stops in the City of Macomb pursuant to section 15-222 of the Municipal Code.

There was no further discussion on this ordinance.

Ninth item for discussion was on an ordinance to amend Sections 17-606, 17-836-17-837-17-838, 17-839, 17-895, Table 7.3.5, Appendix A Use Matrix, Appendix B, Bulk Matrix and creating a new Section 17-841 of the United Development Code to edit the Adams Street Mixed Use District. 
There was no further discussion on this ordinance.

Tenth item for discussion was on an ordinance to rezone a total of 88 parcels from R-4 Multiple Family Residential to (ASMU) Adams Street Mixed Use District. 

There was no further discussion on this ordinance.

Eleventh item on the agenda was on an ordinance to amend Section 17-851 and 17-854 and Table 7.1.1 of the United Development Code to edit the off-street parking code.

Mayor Wisslead stated there were modifications to be made and City Attorney Wilhelm will have the changes ready for next week’s Council meeting.
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There being no further business, Alderman Dorsett moved, seconded by Alderman Moon to adjourn, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried and they adjourned at 5:53 p.m.
______________________

Deputy City Clerk

