Minutes of the Committee of the Whole



       
Monday, September 28, 2009





          
5:00 p.m.

The Committee of the Whole met on Monday September 28, 2009, 2009 at 5:00 p.m. in the City Council Chambers of City Hall at 232 East Jackson Street, Macomb, IL.

Mayor Pro Tem Tim Lobdell called the meeting to order with a moment of silence for a member of our Business Community and wife of one of our Councilman who passed away this past week, Mrs. Clay Hinderliter. 
Members present: Ryan Hansen, Ed Lavin, Louis Gilbert, Mike Inman, Dave Dorsett, Clay Hinderliter, Donald Wynn, Dennis Moon and Tim Lobdell. 
Others Present: City Administrator Dean Torreson, and Legal Counsel Liz Wilhelm, Deputy City Clerk Corrina Wells and Mayor Wisslead being absent. 
First item for discussion was on the lease with Macomb Travel Agency in the Macomb Depot.
City Administrator Dean Torreson reported currently the City leases the 1800 square foot Depot from Burlington Northern Railroad at a cost of $1800.00 per year. The City has a contract through 2010 with Partners N Grime of $320.00 per month for janitorial services. The City sub-leases a portion of the depot to Macomb Travel for $650.00 per month in which their contract expired in 2001 but currently still pay rent. John Vigezzi with Macomb Travel measured the square footage of their office space at 1169 square feet. The General Development Committee recommends to keep the Travel Agency’s rent as is, $650.00 per month in addition have the janitorial duties taken over by Macomb Travel. The City can look into exiting the contract with Partners in Grime, then including other janitorial services paid by the Travel Agency in the new contract.  
Alderman Dorsett moved, seconded by Alderman Moon to explore revoking the contract with Partners N Grime, all Aldermen voting “Aye” Mayor Pro Tem Lobdell declared the motion carried. 
Second item on the agenda was on the contracts with the Macomb Area Convention and Visitors Bureau and the Macomb Area Chamber of Commerce Downtown Development Corporation.

City Administrator Dean Torreson reported after meeting with MCVB and MACCDDC the Community Development Committee recommends that both organizations have a three year contract with payments spreading over a twelve month period. Figure amounts for each would increase by the amount of inflation in years two and three. In addition the City is to receive a 5% handling fee with all remaining revenues to remain in the City’s hotel/motel tax fund and may be used for “Special projects” approved by Council. The due date for late payments to change from the end of the month to the 15th of each month and late charges be amended to 1 ½% per month. 
Alderman Inman reported after meeting with Alderman Hinderliter in reviewing the hotel/motel tax they approached the Downtown Corporation & Visitors Bureau regarding the “Special projects” that would be funded through this process.  

City Administrator Torreson stated we need to have City Attorney Wilhelm place a clause in the contract if revenues fall under a certain number that the payment to these agencies would be reduced accordingly. 

Committee of the Whole

September 28, 2009

Page 2

Mayor Pro Tem Lobdell asked representatives Katherine Walker representing the Convention and Visitors Bureau along with Penny Lawyer representing the Chamber of Commerce if they had any comments or prefer to wait to hear back from the Committee. Both stated they would like to refer the above item back to Committee for further review.  

Third item for discussion was on the standard late payment fee and the hotel/motel tax late payment fees. 
City Administrator Torreson stated there has been a history of businesses not paying on time. The current late fee assessed is 1/6 of 1%. The recommendation from the Community Development Committee is to create an independent ordinance with a late fee of 1 ½% per month compounded monthly to apply throughout. 

Alderman Dorsett moved, seconded by Alderman Wynn to approve the standard late fee payment and place the above item on the agenda for October 5th Council meeting, all Alderman voting “Aye” Mayor Pro Tem Lobdell declared the motion carried. 

Fourth item for discussion was on increasing various Community Development fees.
Community Development Coordinator Ed Basch reported that after presentation to the General Government Committee, a recommendation was made to change selected current development fees from $50.00 to $75.00 effective immediately and then to $100.00 next fiscal year, May 1, 2010. These fees would apply to Special Use Permits, Text Amendments, Re-zoning and Variances. Additionally, double building permit fees would be charged for owners or contractors failing to obtain a permit prior to beginning work and a fee of $50.00 would be charged for requests and waivers of ordinance provisions submitted to Council. Community Development Coordinator Basch stated he would like waiver request applicants to also complete a standard application and a letter of explanation to be forwarded to Council.
Alderman Lavin asked what if a resident previously gutted a house without obtaining a permit. CDC Basch stated we have in the past brought the resident in after the fact and the fee would then be doubled. 

Alderman Dorsett moved, seconded by Alderman Hinderliter to approve the Community Development fees and place the above item on the agenda for October 5th Council meeting, all Aldermen voting “Aye” Mayor Pro Tem Lobdell declared the motion carried. 

Fifth item for discussion was on the Ameren CIPS franchise agreement.

Mr. Bruce Biagini acting as City’s legal Council stated negotiating the agreement over the past couple of year’s results in an additional fee for the gas franchise in addition to the electrical on a sliding scale at $23,500 to $36,600 which are broken into two different ordinances. The agreement was reduced to a ten year period allowing the flexibility to change as technology changes.
Alderman Inman moved, seconded by Alderman Dorsett to place the above item on the agenda for the October 5th Council meeting, all Aldermen voting “Aye” Mayor Pro Tem Lobdell declared the motion carried
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Sixth item for discussion was on a petition to allow overnight parking on East Carroll Street from Dudley Street to Prairie Avenue and with Carroll Street still being designated as a snow emergency route. 
Alderman Moon moved, seconded by Alderman Lavin to remove the petition from the table, all Aldermen voting “Aye” Mayor Pro Tem declared the motion carried.
Public Works Director Walter Burnett stated the snow emergency routes and parking ordinances have been broken down per Councils request. Using the current ordinances there are only three streets allowing parking on snow routes, Harmony Lane, Jefferson Street and McArthur Street due to having adequate width. 
Alderman Inman stated on the matrix handout there are areas clearly not marked. What do these areas mean? PWD Burnett stated some rural areas like Deer Road and Tower Road come to mind and do allow overnight parking. Alderman Inman stated he does not know if there is a serious lack of enforcement or lack of information but all unmarked areas need to be addressed. PWD Burnett stated yes there are some discrepancies that need to be clarified in this regard.
City Attorney Wilhelm stated for the record the last ordinance passed was on Parking only, not parking from 2:00 a.m. to 6:00 a.m. 


Steve Welch East Carroll, Macomb stated when he previously submitted a petition the 
intention was to allow parking between 2:00 a.m. and 6:00 a.m. Mr. Welch explained there is not adequate yard space to allow alley parking in the rear of his fifty foot lot. 
Mr. Welch stated his house was built before these ordinances were put in place and   stated times have changed. Mr. Welch stressed on his wife, daughter and his self all have vehicles and if family or friends are visiting overnight they have to move vehicles verse getting a $20.00 parking ticket. Mr. Welch stated he would like Council to consider parking from 2:00 a.m. to 6:00 a.m. allowing residents the opportunity not to have to move vehicles in the middle of the night. 

Steve Horrell 420 E. Carroll, Macomb stated he would like to thank the Council for 

allowing this opportunity to speak again. Mr. Horrell stated two things that bother  
him as a citizen. One is no parking brought up previously and the other is no 
parking from 2:00 a.m. to 6:00 a.m. Residents are only asking for four hours of overnight parking. Mr. Horrell would like the Councils support in moving forward with the petition.


Terry Sparrow 506 E. Carroll, Macomb stated his house was built in 1860 and is not 

constructed for current times. Mr. Sparrow’s concern is if you would eliminate parking on East Carroll Street then would you jump over to Madison Street and eliminate parking 

there also? It seems like it will keep escalading and Mr. Sparrow would like the Council 

to keep this in mind when making their decision. Mr. Sparrow stated it would be a 

mistake not to allow parking on City Streets.

Alderman Dorsett stated this is not something to be recognized as isolation. It was 

stressed towards rental properties to help residential homeowners have adequate 

parking and to make streets safer. It was also looked at when forming the bike route

through out the City. Alderman Dorset s stated he is not in support.
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Alderman Hinderliter stated the only reason we are here is because you brought this 

petition to us. The petition is talking about one street here. Alderman Hinderliter stated 

he is not in favor.
Alderman Moon stated that Streets were constructed for moving traffic not parking.

Alderman Lobdell stated a car would not be moved at 6:00 a.m. because things do come up. These are three primary residential streets not only used for snow emergency routes but also for bus routes. There needs to be a policy that is consistent throughout the City.  

Alderman Dorsett moved, seconded by Alderman Inman to recommend to Council the petition be granted, on question being put, Aldermen Hansen, Lavin, Dorsett, Hinderliter, Wynn, Moon and Lobdell all voting “Nay” on roll call and Aldermen Gilbert and Inman voting “Aye” on roll call Mayor Pro Tem Lobdell declared the motion carried. 
City Attorney Wilhelm stated for the record the petition goes to Council for officially denying the petition.

Other Business.
Alderman Dorsett stated he would like to suggest discussing a schedule on street closings for events at the next Committee of the Whole the meeting.

Alderman Inman stated item three on the agenda regarding the hotel/motel tax, can we implement this as an ordinance. Mayor Pro Tem Lobdell stated this can be taken care of and amended when adopting the ordinance. 

Alderman Dorsett moved, seconded by Alderman Inman to adjourn into executive session for the purpose of a) Appointment, employment, compensation discipline, performance or dismissal of an employee of the public body or legal council for the public body, pursuant to Sec. 2(c) (1) of the Open Meetings Act b) Collective Bargaining matters between the public body and it’s employees to representatives, or deliberations concerning salary schedules for one or more classes of employees, pursuant to Sc. 2© (11) of the Open Meetings Act, on question being put, Aldermen Lavin, Gilbert, Inman, Dorsett, Hinderliter, Wynn, Moon, Hansen, Lobdell being all Aldermen voting “Aye” on roll call and no “Nay” votes, Mayor Pro Tem Lobdell declared the motion carried and they adjourned into executive session at 6:16 p.m.
Alderman Dorsett moved, seconded by Alderman Hinderliter to adjourn back into Open Session, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and Mayor Pro Tem Lobdell declared the motion carried and they adjourned back into Open Session at 6:21 p.m.
There being no further business, Alderman Lavin moved, seconded by Alderman Lobdell to adjourn, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and Mayor Pro Tem Lobdell declared the motion carried and they adjourned at 6:21 p.m.
______________________

Deputy City Clerk

