Minutes of the Committee of the Whole



       
Monday, November 9, 2009





          
5:00 p.m.

The Committee of the Whole met on Monday November 9, 2009 at 5:00 p.m. in the City Council Chambers of City Hall at 232 East Jackson Street, Macomb, IL.

Mayor Mick Wisslead called the meeting to order. 

Members present: Ryan Hansen, Ed Lavin, Louis Gilbert, Mike Inman, Dave Dorsett, Tim Lobdell, Clay Hinderliter, Donald Wynn, and Dennis Moon.
Others Present: City Administrator Dean Torreson, and Legal Counsel Liz Wilhelm, Deputy City Clerk Corrina Wells. 
First item for discussion was on the bids for the filtration/membrane building at the Macomb Water Treatment Plant.

Public Works Director Walter Burnett stated three bids were received on November 3 with a low bid of $1,169,000.00 to a high bid of $1,313,300.00 including a 10% bid bond. PW Director Burnett stated after reviewing the bids Benton and Associates is recommending the bid be awarded to Leander Construction for the amount of $1,169,000.00. 

Alderman Dorsett moved, seconded by Alderman Lavin to place the above item on the agenda for November 16 Council meeting, all Aldermen voted “Aye”, Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried. 

Second item for discussion was on proposing a referendum to change the City of Macomb’s election time to coincide with normal consolidated elections. 
Alderman Hansen reported the last three elections averaged a cost of $14,000.00 per election cycle and averaging $25.00 per vote. He would like to recommend changing the current election times to join that of the consolidated election. The time of the election would be changed from February 3 to April 1 with April 1 still being a non-partisan election date.  
City Attorney Liz Wilhelm stated City Clerk Melanie Falk and herself have been working with the State Board of Elections. The Board of Election is not familiar with our Special Charter which went into effect in 1882 by the State Legislature, which has been amended in the past. The question is to amend by referendum or should it go back to the General Assembly to be changed.  City Attorney Wilhelm stated this issue will take more time to resolve since we need to work along side the Board of Elections and see how they would like us to go about changing it.  
Alderman Hansen stated we need to file a referendum with the County Clerk by November 30
in order for changes to be effective for the 2011 election.
Alderman Gilbert stated there would be a better turn out if elections were held in April instead of February.

Alderman Dorsett asked if we have to change seats for April primary. City Attorney Wilhelm stated under the consolidated election if there are four or less candidates running there would be no primary, but if you have four or more candidates you would automatically have a 
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primary. City Attorney Wilhelm stated this does not mean the primary election is entirely eliminated but depends on the number of candidates running per election. The filing deadlines will likely stand in December.
It was the consensus of the Council to place the above item on the agenda for November 16 Council meeting. 
Item number three on the agenda was Public Works monthly report.
Alderman Lobdell asked what the City’s plan is for next year and two to five years out. Public Works Director Walter Burnett stated there is a five year capital plan. City Administrator Torreson has been working on future plans but nothing has been finalized yet since we are still working on revenue pictures. 

There was no further discussion on the above issue.
Other Business.

Mayor Wisslead stated that Flags of Love will be on display Veterans Day November 11. Anyone interested in helping put flags up can be there at 7 a.m. and they will be taken down at 5 p.m. In addition, two programs will be held this same day. One starting at 10:30 a.m. at the VFW and another being held on WIU Campus at Sherman Hall that afternoon honoring our Veterans.

Alderman Lobdell moved, seconded by Alderman Moon to adjourn into executive session for the purpose of a) Pending probable litigation, pursuant to Sec. 2(c) (11) of the Open Meetings Act Appointment and b) Employment, compensation, discipline, performance or dismissal of an employee of the public body or legal counsel for the public body, pursuant to Sec. 2(c) (1) of 
the Open Meetings Act, on question being put, Aldermen Lavin, Gilbert, Inman, Dorsett, Lobdell, Hinderliter, Wynn, Moon, Hansen being all Aldermen voting “Aye” on roll call and no “Nay” votes, Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried and they adjourned into executive session at 5:15 p.m.
Alderman Lobdell moved, seconded by Alderman Moon to adjourn back into Open Session, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried and they adjourned back into Open Session at 6:05 p.m.
There being no further business, Alderman Wynn moved, seconded by Alderman Lobdell to adjourn, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried and they adjourned at 6:05 p.m.
______________________

Deputy City Clerk

