Minutes of the Committee of the Whole



       
Monday, November 23, 2009





          
5:00 p.m.

The Committee of the Whole met on Monday November 23, 2009 at 5:00 p.m. in the City Council Chambers of City Hall at 232 East Jackson Street, Macomb, IL.

Mayor Mick Wisslead called the meeting to order. 

Members present: Ryan Hansen, Ed Lavin, Louis Gilbert, Dave Dorsett, Tim Lobdell, Clay Hinderliter, Donald Wynn, and Dennis Moon. Alderman Mike Inman being absent.
Others Present: City Administrator Dean Torreson, and Legal Counsel Liz Wilhelm, Deputy City Clerk Corrina Wells. 
First item for discussion was on an ordinance to enter into an agreement for interim financing for the McDonough County Public Transportation Facility.
There was no discussion on the above item.

Second item for discussion was on an ordinance to authorize the issuance of a special use permit to allow the conversion of a vacant residential structure into a commercial business in the Adams Street Mixed Use Zoning District located at 339 North Clay Street, Macomb, McDonough County, Illinois. 
Alderman Lobdell stated there are seven parking spaces plus one handicap on the plan. Where would the accounting staff and other professional staff who work there park?
 Julie Gundy, 707 W Adams, Macomb stated that she is the accounting person and that the other staff work offsite. 

Alderman Dorsett stated the plans show that the actual book store will be located on the second floor and wondered if an engineering load limit has been looked into to see what load it will hold. Ms. Gundy stated they have been in contact with Eric Moe from McClure Engineering and he is aware of what beams are required to support the second floor.

Alderman Gilbert stated that the building is not in my ward but what ever you do to the current building is an improvement.

Alderman Moon stated he has not seen much change from a year ago when the petition was denied except for the Adams Street overlay has come into play. The grade on the far east parking lot is narrow and steep and wanted to know if the driveway would be wide enough to hold two cars? Ms. Gundy replied yes. 
Alderman Moon stated  the intersection at Adams and Clay is a very congested and any business would not be appropriate unless you would acquire additional land for parking. The Go West buses do not have adequate space to navigate and they stop in the middle of Adams Street. Ms. Gundy stated that their business is strictly text books only and the only time they utilize parking is about four weeks out of the year.
Alderman Moon stated a front door in the overlay plan states your required to have an entrance off of Adams Street so what is the purpose of an entrance off of Clay Street.
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Community Developer Ed Basch stated the purpose of the overlay states you need an entrance on Adams Street but the building is on a corner lot so you are not required to have the main entrance on Adams, but does require some kind of an entrance there. This is an existing building that is  grandfathered in and legally non-conforming.  


Eric Moe, McClure Engineering stated it is possible to put a wrap around a 



walkway and a set of steps leading up to the front of building on Adams Street if 



the Council wishes to do this. 

Alderman Moon states the driveway goes past the west edge of the house before you get to a flat area resulting in sloped parking. Mr. Moe stated the slope is manageable and does meet the code requirements.  
Alderman Moon asked do we require the driveway to be paved at this time and if so is it included in the 50% costs? CDC Bash stated yes the driveway will be paved but is not included in the 50%. The value of the property is based on the appraised value of the structure at the beginning of the project and would increase when the structure is completed. 

Alderman Lobdell stated paving the driveway does increase the value of the property but we cannot move forward with the petition until all of the ordinances are being met.
Julie Gundy stated they have a bid from a contractor but the issue seems to be where the engineer wants the beams placed to support the load and the contractors will make sure to follow the plans from the Engineer when they receive them. 

Alderman Lobdell stated that he is in favor of the project but there are safety concerns and feels the Engineer should sign off on the structure before the petition is approved.
Alderman Lavin stated the City has a zoning department with a building inspector and the inspector has in the past shut down job sites and required a structural engineer permit to proceed. The Council should not try to micro manage. 
Alderman Lobdell moved, seconded by Alderman Moon to proceed with the Engineer signing off on the structural load, Mayor Wisslead declared a voice vote and the motion was defeated. 

Item number three on the agenda was on an ordinance to amend Section 17-854 of the Unified Development Code, Location of Required Parking by the addition of a new Subsection (E), front/Side Yard Parking in R-1, R-2, R-3 and R-4 Residential Zoning Districts.

Alderman Hinderliter asked how we came to this point not wanting parking in front of houses and on the grass. 

Community Development Coordinator Ed Basch stated there is no special use permit at this time requesting off street parking. When there are older structures being fixed up, there is a not always adequate parking spaces. Pad parking would allow off street parking and utilize the space accordingly. The recommendation is to meet eight requirements before applying for a special use permit. The intent is to utilize the improvements of a structure per lot for the better of the community overall and if done on a case by case basis, its worth doing a special use permit.  
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Alderman Hinderliter asked if there was any negativity at previous meetings. CDC Basch stated yes there were concerns on pad parking which is limited to one per dwelling.  

Alderman Lobdell asked how this would affect alley parking. CDC Basch stated this may reduce parking off rear alleys, but not prohibit it. 
Dan Murphy, 406 N McArthur, Macomb asked what and who this permit would apply to.

City Attorney Liz Wilhelm replied the intent of the special use permit is for new constructions but may apply to older structures also when renovating.


Dave Becker, 320 N Johnson, Macomb asked what type of surface is required 


when building? 
CDC Basch replied the surface must be of concrete or asphalt. 

Fourth item for discussion was on establishing a procedure for downtown street closures.

City Administrator Dean Torreson stated there was an issue with Gus Macker this past summer. Some of the streets were closed off earlier than needed and not re-opened in a timely manner.  There needs to be a procedure when an event is scheduled so all businesses are notified in advance. 


Dan Murphy, 406 N McArthur, Macomb stated that Gus Macker is a basketball 



tournament and could be moved to another area so it would not interrupt 

the flow of traffic on the square.
Alderman Dorsett stated that its not every business owner who does not want events on the square. It is that they do not always generate business. 
Alderman Hinderliter stated as a business owner when an event is approved, the media should be notified immediately and ads ran for at least a week.  

Alderman Moon stated that the City closes the streets off entirely too often. 

Alderman Gilbert stated the original idea was to establish events downtown generating business for the merchants. You cannot have it both ways you either eliminate events all together or abide by a policy and move on.


Jim Von Kannon, 1406 Maple Ave, Macomb stated that Gus Macker does not 



have to be located in the downtown area.

No further discussion on the above item.

Fifth item on the agenda was discussion on the 2010 schedule for the City Council and the Committee of the Whole meeting.
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Mayor Wisslead stated there are five Mondays in May with May 31 being a holiday. The concern is whether or not to go ahead with the Committee of the Whole meeting on Tuesday June1st? 

Alderman Lobdell moved, seconded by Alderman Moon to eliminate the June 1 meeting in 2010 and place on the above item on the consent agenda for December 7 Council meeting, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and no “Nay” votes, Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried.

Alderman Hansen asked if anyone had considered changing Council times from 7 p.m. to 5 p.m. during the summer.

Alderman Lobdell stated the times are altered so citizens are able to attend one or the other times scheduled.
Sixth item for discussion was on canceling the Committee of the Whole meeting scheduled for Monday, December 28, 2009.

Alderman Lobdell moved, seconded by Alderman Dorset to place the above item on the consent agenda for December 7 Council meeting, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and no “Nay” votes Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried.

Seventh item was Budget discussions.

City Administrator Dean Torreson stated the fiscal year for the City is May 1 to April 30. Mayor Wisslead, all Committees, Departments heads and myself met to review the current budget submitted. The mid year was prompted by an economic and financial crisis by the State of Illinois. The general fund will exceed the revenue by $700,000.00 this year which we have already cut by $250,000. The current figure budgeted $699,454.00.
Alderman Lobdell moved, seconded by Alderman Hinderliter to adjourn into executive session for the purpose of a) Purchase or lease of real property for use of the public body, pursuant to Sec. 2©(5) of the Open Meetings Act and b) Pending probable litigation, pursuant to Sec. 2(c) (11) of the Open Meetings Act , on question being put, Aldermen Lavin, Gilbert, Dorsett, Lobdell, Hinderliter, Wynn, Moon, Hansen being all Aldermen voting “Aye” on roll call and no “Nay” votes, Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried and they adjourned into executive session at 6:17 p.m.
Alderman Lobdell moved, seconded by Alderman Moon to adjourn back into Open Session, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried and they adjourned back into Open Session at 7:03 p.m.
There being no further business, Alderman Lavin moved, seconded by Alderman Dorsett to adjourn, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried and they adjourned at 7:03 p.m.
______________________

Deputy City Clerk

