Minutes of the Committee of the Whole



       
Monday, November 30, 2009





          
5:00 p.m.

The Committee of the Whole met on Monday November 30, 2009 at 5:00 p.m. in the City Council Chambers of City Hall at 232 East Jackson Street, Macomb, IL.

Mayor Mick Wisslead called the meeting to order. 

Members present: Ryan Hansen, Ed Lavin, Louis Gilbert, Mike Inman, Dave Dorsett, Tim Lobdell, Clay Hinderliter, Donald Wynn, and Dennis Moon. 
Others Present: City Administrator Dean Torreson, and Legal Counsel Liz Wilhelm, Deputy City Clerk Corrina Wells. 
First item for discussion was on a petition from the Community of Life Advisory Committee to consider changing Ordinance No. 07-27 to amend Section 17-42 definition to redefine the definition of family under the Unified Development Code, dated July 2007.
Clyde Cronkhite, 805 Compton Park, Macomb representing Quality of Life reported of concerns restricting students or caretakers staying in our homes. The Community of Life Committee would like to recommend redefining the definition of a family clarifying who is eligible to reside within residential R-1 and R-2 zones.
Community Developer Ed Basch reported in July of 2007 the code was restricted reducing from four to two unrelated persons per family unit in R-1 and R-2 residential areas. If there was a healthcare giver, foreign exchange, high school or college student living in an R-1 or R-2 home in addition to two family members it would be a violation of the current code but does allow special use permits for functional families.

Alderman Dorsett reported after meeting with Community Development Coordinator Ed Basch the recommendation is to permit childcare givers, healthcare givers, high school or college students, who take part in a recognized exchange program, to reside in an R-1 or R-2 residential areas and everything else would be handled through a special use permit.
Alderman Hinderliter asked Mr. Cronkhite if he would like this to be enforced throughout the City or just in the University area. Mr. Cronkhite replied he would like it to be City wide. 



Lorraine Epperson, 807 E Franklin, Macomb stated the concerns at the Quality of 



Life Committee meeting resulted in trying to interpret the language of the 


ordinance.
Alderman Inman stated by not changing the definition and permitting these specific changes, it would be a good compromise without having to go through a variance request.


Sally Egler, 320 N Johnson, Macomb stated eight years ago when the ordinance 



was changed the intention was to create restrictions in residential neighborhoods 



and she feels if the ordinance is changed it would create more conflicts in the 


future.  
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Dave Egler, 320 N Johnson, Macomb stated in 2007 a survey was conducted within the Community resulting in fifty percent of residence in Macomb being rentals. Mr. Egler stated there needs to be a balance and recommends leaving the ordinance as is. 



Mary Warnock, 804 W Carroll, Macomb stated if the Council changes this piece 


of legislation it would decrease the quality of life in this Community and is not in 



favor. 



Kathy Balderson. 106 Oakland Lane, Macomb stated the original ordinance  


had tremendous Community support back in 2007 and asked Community 


Development Coordinator Ed Basch how difficult is it to obtain a 


special use permit. CDC Basch replied it takes about sixty to ninety days after the 


application is filed. 

Alderman Hansen stated he has received several complaints from residents in his ward regarding multiple students causing problems and asks if international students pay rent. Mr. Cronkhite replied not in his program.

Alderman Dorsett moved, seconded by Alderman Lavin to forward the petition to the Planning Committee permitting childcare givers, healthcare givers, high school or college students to reside in residential R-1 and R-2 areas, all Aldermen voting “Aye”, Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried.
Second item for discussion was on the 2009 Property Tax Levy. 


Legal Counsel John McMillan reported the 2009 Tax Levy changes being filed 


this year in the amount of $1,654,039.00. Due to new property and a special 


exemption of $28,000 in the Fireman’s pension fund for widows and parents there 


will be two different statues filed. One is a PTELL tax cap and second is a Truth 


and Taxation exemption that we can go over PTELL on.  
Alderman Inman asked what funds are not subject to PTELL. Legal Counsel McMillan replied bonds passed by referendum are not covered by PETLL and no pension fund or tort liability is subject to rate caps but do still having PTELL. 
Legal Counsel John McMillan recommends levying the full amount up to five percent which will go over this year due to a $28,000 special exemption. The City will receive an increase from last year, plus new property, plus the $28,000 and recommends levying all we can incase the accessed values go up.
There was no further discussion.
There being no further business, Alderman Hinderliter moved, seconded by Alderman Wynn to adjourn, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried and they adjourned at 5:49 p.m.
______________________

Deputy City Clerk

