Minutes of the Committee of the Whole



       
Monday, December 14, 2009





          
5:00 p.m.

The Committee of the Whole met on Monday December 14, 2009 at 5:00 p.m. in the City Council Chambers of City Hall at 232 East Jackson Street, Macomb, IL.

Mayor Mick Wisslead called the meeting to order. 

Members present: Ryan Hansen, Ed Lavin, Louis Gilbert, Mike Inman, Dave Dorsett, Tim Lobdell, Clay Hinderliter, Donald Wynn, and Dennis Moon. 
Others Present: City Administrator Dean Torreson, and Legal Counsel Liz Wilhelm, Deputy City Clerk Corrina Wells. 
First item for discussion was on the proposed recommendations from the Personnel Committee.
Alderman Lobdell reported after meeting with Alderman Moon, they decided there are still several legal questions unanswered in addition to reviewing personnel salaries. It was brought to our attention the City has legal services capable of doing this research and would recommend having Legal Council review these issues to meet our deadlines.

Alderman Dorsett stated the Committee passed this issue along to the General Government Committee for review and, at this time, the General Government Committee has no recommendations. 
Alderman Hansen stated he is not in favor of taking away the voting rights from the citizens regarding the City Clerk and City Treasurer positions and does not feel it would be necessary to place the burden on the City Attorney to review these issues. 

Alderman Lavin concurs with Alderman Hansen that the Council should not take up more of the City Attorney’s time and according to the City Code the Public Works position can not be changed from salary to an appointed position.

Alderman Inman asked what would be accomplished by moving forward with this research. Alderman Lobdell replied, in the future, the City would have a better picture of how to budget by looking into council members and city employees’ job requirements, including their salaries, to see what other alternatives there are to save money. 
Alderman Gilbert stated the City Clerk has done a fine job and feels the citizens of Macomb should be able to elect their Mayor, City Council and City Clerk. 
Alderman Dorsett stated the purpose of the recommendation is to enhance and improve City jobs among salaried and council positions, not any one in particular.
Alderman Lobdell moved, seconded by Alderman Dorsett to forward the recommendation to the Personnel Committee to research with Legal Council, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and Mayor Wisslead declared the motion passed.

 Second item for discussion was on the proposed street cut repair specifications and standards. 

Alderman Dorsett asked what the City’s rights were if a contractor does not follow through with the repairs. Public Works Director Walter Burnett stated the current code has an option to secure 
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a deposit and after forty five days, the City can proceed legally if a contractor does not fulfill their obligations.

Alderman Lobdell expressed his concerns on new streets and overlays and asked PWD Burnett if any thought has been given on a higher fee for necessary cuts. Public Works Director Burnett stated this is an option and currently the City has the authority to deny any unnecessary cuts and has exercised this right in the past.

No further discussion on the above item.
Third item for discussion was on the proposed street projects for fiscal year 2009-2010.

City Administrator Torreson reported on recommendations from the Public Works Committee on street projects for the fiscal year 2009/2010. Currently the City is committed to Phase I & II on Ward Street and has factored in 1.6 million dollars which is a locally funded infrastructure along with a ½ cent local sales tax the city imposed generating $850,000 per year for construction.
The 2009/2010 fiscal year began with a balance of one million dollars in the Infrastructure Sales Tax Fund and currently the City is projecting to spend close to 1.3 million dollars on street construction. Motor Fuel tax is listed to support Public Works Street Division and purchase materials for street repairs.

The 2010/2011 fiscal year Infrastructure Sales Tax Fund include Ward Street Phase II costing $198,000, Northeast Water Main Project costing $160,000 paid through the sales tax funds due to the condition of the water fund at this time and street materials costing $200,000 for a total cost estimated at $558,000. The City is to receive a grant for $350,000 from the State of Illinois also.  
The 2010 sales tax projects projected include depot parking and the bus transfer station which have an enhancement matches costing the City $200,000 and University Drive reconstruction at $1.5 million with the City being bonded and matching 10% of a Tiger Grant. This spending would only occur if the grants are awarded.
Alderman Lobdell expressed his concerns about the City using money out of water funds for street projects and repairs.

City Administrator Torreson stated the City could treat this as a loan from the water fund if they wish because it will deplete in two years.
No further discussion on the above item.

Fourth item on the agenda was discussion on an ordinance to provide for the levy and collection of taxes for the year 2009, payable 2010 for the City of Macomb, McDonough County, Illinois.

There was no further discussion on this ordinance.

Fifth item for discussion was on an ordinance to abate the direct annual tax levied for 2009 to pay the annual debt service on $650,000 in General Obligation Bonds (Waterworks Alternate Revenue Source), Series 2004A, $750,000 General Obligation Bonds (Sewerage Alternate Revenue Source), Series 2004B, $3,500,000 in General Obligation Bonds (Waterworks Alternate 
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Revenue Source), Series 2008A, $1,350,000 in General Obligation Bonds, (Early Retirement Incentive Pension Obligation) Series 2008B and also to abate one-half ($69,712) of the direct annual debt service of $1,500,000 in Public Building Revenue Bonds, Series 1996, of the 
Macomb Public Building Commission, In McDonough County, Illinois.
There was no further discussion on this ordinance.

Sixth item for discussion was on a resolution approving guidelines for the use of Tax      Increment Financing from removing blight or conditions that may lead to blight, and thereby advancing economic development and urban renewal objectives of the City.

City Administrator Torreson reported the money used in the Downtown TIF District is not for public infrastructure but for small businesses to fix older buildings and re-establish businesses. If the resolution is approved, there would need to be guidelines capping investments up to $100,000, excluding the purchase price of the property; capping Adams Street project at  $250,000 and West Side TIF District at $500,000 allowing local businesses the opportunity for future growth.
Alderman Hinderliter asked when property taxes are collected for 2008/2009 out of TIF Funds, what time limit is there to spend this money. City Administrator Torreson replied three years. 

There was no further discussion on this resolution.
Seventh item for discussion was on an ordinance adopting and approving the Tax Increment Finance, City of Macomb, West Side Redevelopment Project Area, Redevelopment Plan and Project, of the City of Macomb, Illinois, for the purpose West Side development Project Area.
There was no further discussion on this ordinance.

Eighth item for discussion was on an ordinance adopting and approving the Tax Increment Finance, City of Macomb, West Side Redevelopment Project Area, Redevelopment Plan and Project, of the City of Macomb, Illinois, for the purpose West Side development Project Area.
There was no further discussion on this ordinance.

Ninth item for discussion an ordinance adopting Tax Increment Financing for the City of Macomb, Illinois West Side Redevelopment Project Area.
There was no further discussion on this ordinance.

Tenth item for discussion was an ordinance of the City of Macomb, Illinois amending the further amended Redevelopment Plan and Project, September 2009, for the Downtown Area Tax 
Increment Finance Redevelopment Project Area.
There was no further discussion on this ordinance.

Eleventh item on the agenda was discussion on an ordinance adopting and approving the Tax 
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Increment Finance, City of Macomb, Downtown Area Development Project Area, further amended Redevelopment Plan and Project, of the City of Macomb, Illinois for the proposed Downtown Area Redevelopment Project Area.

There was no further discussion on this ordinance.

Twelfth item for discussion was on an ordinance designating the City of Macomb, Illinois Downtown Area Redevelopment Project Area.

There was no further discussion on this ordinance.

Thirteenth item on the agenda was on an ordinance confirming and extending adoption of Tax Increment Financing for the City of Macomb, Illinois Downtown Area Redevelopment Project Area.

There was no further discussion on this ordinance.

Community Coordinator Ed Basch stated there are three basic steps in adopting the above   ordinances. One is to adopt a Redevelopment Plan, second establish a district and set boundaries and third put a Tax Increment in place. The original redevelopment plan had discrepancies between the City and County parcels which was later corrected by the consultant. The recommendation is to adopt the revised redevelopment plan. 
There being no further business, Alderman Inman moved, seconded by Alderman Lobdell to adjourn, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried and they adjourned at 5:38 p.m.
______________________

Deputy City Clerk

