Minutes of the Committee of the Whole




       
Monday, January 11, 2010





          
5:00 p.m.

The Committee of the Whole met on Monday January 11, 2010 at 5:00 p.m. in the City Council Chambers of City Hall at 232 East Jackson Street, Macomb, IL.

Mayor Mick Wisslead called the meeting to order. 

Members present: Ed Lavin, Louis Gilbert, Mike Inman, Dave Dorsett, Tim Lobdell, Clay Hinderliter, Donald Wynn, and Dennis Moon. Alderman Ryan Hansen being absent.
Others Present: City Administrator Dean Torreson, Legal Counsel Liz Wilhelm and Deputy City Clerk Corrina Wells. 

First item for discussion was a presentation by Camp Dresser and McKee on the design development phase of the maintenance area of the McDonough County Public Transportation vehicle maintenance center.

Gary Ziegler, Macomb City and McDonough County Transportation Director, stated  Camp Dresser and McKee has almost completed the design phase for the Transportation vehicle maintenance center and in order for this project to move forward there must be a resolution regarding funding approved by Council. 
Eddie McCall, representing Camp Dresser and McKee reported design Phase I for the bus maintenance facility is 80% complete. The project is pending 100% completion and approval from IDOT.  Mr. McCall stated the City could become certified since the project incorporates green aspects. Overall the cost of construction is $4.04 millions dollars and advertising for bids is projected for February with construction beginning in March or April. 
Jim Von Kannon, 1406 Maple Avenue, asked why the City would buy a building if they were not sure the money was available to complete the job and stressed his concerns on the lifts proposed. Mayor Wisslead stated the City does have money for the first phase of the vehicle maintenance facility and must go through IDOT to meet federal regulations for this project to proceed. 

Public Transportation Director Gary Ziegler stated there will be four bays to accommodate large buses and three bays to accommodate smaller buses in the new facility.  

Alderman Hinderliter stated he would appreciate if Mr. Von Kannon would address his issues before and not at the Committee of the Whole Meetings. 

Mayor Wisslead stated Mr. Von Kannon has been supplied with all the information he requested at no charge and if Mr. Von Kannon would like additional information from the engineers, it will need to be approved by the City first.   
Jim Von Kannon questioned Rachel Harris, Project Manager for Camp Dresser about the 
asbestos removal.

Alderman Gilbert stated the asbestos was removed when the building changed hands.  
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Alderman Lobdell moved, seconded by Alderman Hinderliter to close discussion and move forward to item number two on the agenda, all Aldermen voting “Aye”, Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried. 

Second item for discussion was a presentation from the Kiwanis on the playground equipment. 

Tim Moss, 414 S Lafayette, Secretary and Treasurer for the Kiwanis Club 


reported the Kiwanis have raised $4,000 but still need $10,000 to purchase the 
playground equipment. The Kiwanis are asking for permission to hold a fund raiser selling engraved bricks to create a patio area to complete the project.  

Alderman Inman asked if the bricks would be similar to the bricks currently in Chandler Park. Mr. Moss replied the bricks have not been selected at this time but they are working with a monument company to select a specific type to match the current bricks.
Alderman Dorsett asked if the new bricks would be full depth pavers. Mr. Moss replied yes their size is approximately 8 ½” by 4”, the size of a regular brick.

Alderman Moon applauded the Kiwanis for their efforts on this project but it seems the project expands each time it is brought back to Council and would like a comprehensive plan in place before the Council moves forward.
Public Works Director Walter Burnett stated a true comprehensive plan would take over a hundred days and he does not think it is necessary at this time.

Alderman Lobdell expressed his concerns on the current electrical in the park and Mayor Wisslead stated the electrical isn’t in the way of the proposed project.
Alderman Inman moved, seconded by Alderman Hinderliter to approve a fundraiser to be held by the Kiwanis, all Aldermen voting “Aye”, Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried.

Third item for discussion was on the City of Macomb’s health insurance renewal.

City Administrator Dean Torreson reported the City’s heath insurance policy currently provided by Perico Life Insurance will expire February 1, 2010. The City has a third party administrator, Consociate-Dansig, to handle the paying of claims, and also retains Dave Thompson as the agent of record and consultant. 

Dave Thompson solicited quotes from eleven insurance companies, with Perico Life Insurance Company providing the best quote. There will be an increase of $26,000 or 6.6% figured into the reinsurance premium rate to pay for a “no laser option” in next year’s policy, this will insure that Perico Insurance cannot isolate out one or more individuals in our group for a higher deductible at renewal time the following year. Mr. Thompson, along with City staff recommends renewing the City’s reinsurance policy with Perico and continues it’s consulting with Mr. Thompson and retaining Consociate-Dansig as the third party administrator.
Alderman Inman stated the trust fund balance is $646,000 but we anticipate with claims paid, losses and premiums it could exceed the projected income this year by $120,000.    
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Alderman Dorsett moved, seconded by Alderman Hinderliter to renew the reinsurance policy with Perico Life Insurance for the year 2010 along with a 6.6% raise in premiums, all Aldermen voting “Aye”, Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried.
Fourth item on the agenda for discussion was on the petition requesting that the intersection of Grant Street and Randolph Street be changed to a 4-way stop intersection due to traffic being very heavy before and after school making it nearly impossible and dangerous to walk or bicycle to school.

Alderman Lavin stated the Public Safety Committee met regarding this petition. The Committee reviewed several options from stops signs, traffic signals, manual traffic conducting, right turn only, rerouting buses, better signage and a circulation route for buses and cars. Superintendent of Schools, Dr. Alene Reuschel agreed to conduct a survey of students who use the cross street along with a letter sent out to every fifth person who signed the petition asking their opinions on the seriousness of this intersection. 
The Committee decided it was a consensus that either a four-way stop or traffic signals at the intersection is not warranted and this is their recommendation to the Council. The committee will continue to look into other measures that could alleviate congestion and help pedestrians and bicyclists safely cross Grant Street during school days. 


Jamie Lane, 506 S Campbell, Macomb stated some citizens who signed the 

petition were from out of town and do have grandchildren who attend Macomb 

Jr/Sr High. There are only a handful of students who walk to school and it should not be 

our goal to have zero accidents because we have convinced kids not to cross Grant Street 

for safety purposes. An alternative would be to install a sidewalk on the north side of 

Grant Street between 
Randolph and Lafayette and move the current cross walk closer to 

Lafayette away from the four way stop. Also, flashing crosswalk signs might cost the 

City less money. 

Alderman Lavin stated because of the budget we have to say no at this time but if the City applied for a grant, the “Safe Routes to School Sidewalk Program” would be something to consider in the future and we appreciate your time you have put forth on this matter.
Alderman Inman stated “Safe Routes to School” is what the City would like to encourage for a healthier life style and we appreciate Ms. Lane’s efforts. The University has illuminated their signs with lights at very little cost and this is something the City could look into. 
Alderman Hinderliter stated this seems like a very cost effective program and he would be willing to work with Ms. Lane along with the City or volunteers to produce at least one block of sidewalk to make this area safer for citizens. 
Jim Von Kannon, 1406 Maple Ave, Macomb expressed his concerns with the study which was conducted at this intersection.
Alderman Dorsett moved, seconded by Alderman Lobdell to deny the petition requesting that the intersection of Grant Street and Randolph Street be changed to a 4-way stop intersection, all Aldermen voting “Aye”, Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried. 
Fifth item for discussion was on accepting the 1st Farm Credit road as a City of Macomb Street.
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Alderman Wynn asked if the crack in the road had been repaired. Public Works Director Walter Burnett stated it does need to be redone and must meet the City’s specifications when completed.  

There was no further discussion on this item. 

Sixth item for discussion was on the proposed street closure policy for special events in the City of Macomb.

City Administrator Torreson stated business owners and citizens have voiced their concerns regarding street closings due to special events being held in the community. A proposal was drafted with street closings being approved by the City Administrator along with a fee to obtain a special use permit. The closing would be posted on the City’s website, notification given to newspapers and radio stations. The special events sponsor would need to make the effort to notify every business affected by the street closures. If the event coordinator fails to comply with these rules their application would be denied the following year. A special event application would need to be filed 14 days prior to the event and notifications at least 3 days prior to the event.  
Alderman Inman asked what the City’s current policy is when removing barricades after the event and wouldn’t it be in the City’s best interest to state in the proposal that the event coordinator “shall notify each business” otherwise the City is limited on what they can do if the event coordinator fails to meet the guidelines. Currently is it left up to the event organizer to remove the barricades for Public Works to pick up.
Alderman Lobdell stated he concurs with Alderman Inman and would like to add “physically notifying in person each business affected with a letter” and would like research how other communities address similar issues.
Alderman Hinderliter concurs with Alderman Inman and Lobdell, that there needs to be stricter guidelines and businesses being notified five days prior to the event. 

CA Torreson stated this may eliminate or discourage some events from happening if the terms are altered. Alderman Lobdell stated the first year the city may see some decline in events, but after once everyone is aware of the new guidelines, they might pick up.
Alderman Moon stated no parking cones have been placed earlier than needed and he feels the cones should be placed just prior to an event. There are also some events booked a year in advance and if an application is submitted at the last minute it could cause parking problems and feels this issue needs to be addressed.
There as no further discussion on this item.
Seventh item for discussion was on the proposals received for the SCADA system at the Macomb Waste Water Treatment Plant.

Public Works Director Burnett stated five proposals were received and after reviewing them, Public Works is recommending the City Council accept the lowest proposal from Metropolitan Industries in the amount of $92,867.00. 
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Alderman Dorsett stated from the large discrepancies between the first two proposals, is Metropolitan Industries the most qualified. PWD Burnett replied yes they are a well established firm with a proven record in SCADA installations. 
Alderman Dorsett moved, seconded by Alderman Lavin to accept the proposal from Metropolitan Industries in the amount of $92,867.00 and place on the consent agenda for 
the January 19 Council meeting, all Aldermen voting “Aye”, Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried.
Eighth item for discussion was a report/discussion by the Public Works Committee on sump pumps discharging onto city streets.

City Administrator Torreson reported the Public Works Committee met to discuss complaints received on sump pump draining into public streets. It is not illegal for sump pumps to discharge into the streets, but is illegal to discharge into sanitary sewers. The Public Works Committee is recommending City regulations be amended enforcing sump pump discharge into streets be the last resort for new developments. 
Alderman Inman questioned potential mosquito problems in summer months due to the  discharge. PWD Burnett stated Public Works will conduct a community survey regarding these issues.
Eric Moe, Engineer at McClure Engineering stated citizens need to be aware it is illegal to have their sump pump discharge into sanitary sewers.   

There was no further discussion on the above item.
Alderman Lobdell moved, seconded by Alderman Dorsett to adjourn into executive session for the purpose of a) Employment, compensation, discipline, performance or dismissal of an employee of the public body or legal counsel for the public body, pursuant to Sec. 2(c) (1) of the Open Meetings Act and b) Collective bargaining matters between the public body and it’s employees or representatives, or deliberations concerning salary schedules for one or more classes of employees, pursuant to Sec. 2©(2) of the Open Meetings Act, on question being put, Aldermen Lavin, Gilbert, Inman, Dorsett, Lobdell, Hinderliter, Wynn, Moon, being all Aldermen 
voting “Aye” on roll call and no “Nay” votes, Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried and they adjourned into executive session at 6:30 p.m.
Alderman Moon moved, seconded by Alderman Lavin to adjourn back into Open Session, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried and they adjourned back into Open Session at 6:51 p.m.
There being no further business, Alderman Lobdell moved, seconded by Alderman Wynn to adjourn, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried and they adjourned at 6:51 p.m.
______________________

Deputy City Clerk

