Minutes of the Committee of the Whole




       
Monday, March 8, 2010





          
5:00 p.m.

The Committee of the Whole met on Monday, March 8, 2010 at 5:00 p.m. in the City Council Chambers of City Hall at 232 East Jackson Street, Macomb, IL.

Mayor Mick Wisslead called the meeting to order. 

Members present: Ryan Hansen, Ed Lavin, Louis Gilbert, Mike Inman, Dave Dorsett, Tim Lobdell, Clay Hinderliter, Donald Wynn, and Dennis Moon. 

Others Present: City Administrator Dean Torreson, Legal Counsel Liz Wilhelm and Deputy City Clerk Corrina Wells. 

First item for discussion was on the request from the Macomb Post Office to relocate the two mail boxes from the 100 block of East Washington to the 200 block of East Washington.  

City Administrator reported on the importance and convenience of parking for customers, the Public Safety Committee recommends denying changing on-street no parking zones to accommodate the Post Office’s request.  
Aldermen Lavin, Hansen, Lobdell and Hinderliter expressed their concerns not to relocate the mailboxes.  
Kim Fargusson, Post Officer in Charge, 10521 North 1700th Rd, Macomb stated moving the mailboxes is not a labor issue it is a budget issue costing $9,000 per year to keep the mailboxes at their current location. If the mailboxes are not relocated, there is a strong possibility they will have to be removed due to our current budget. 
Alderman Dorsett moved, seconded by Alderman Lobdell to deny the Macomb Post Office request to relocate the two mailboxes from 100 block of East Washington to the 200 block of East Washington, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried.

Second item for discussion was on an ordinance to authorize a special use permit at a property located at 606 North McArthur Street to allow front/side yard parking.
There was no further discussion on the above item.

Third item for discussion was on an ordinance to authorize a special use permit at a property located at 612 North McArthur Street to allow front/side yard parking. 
There was no further discussion on the above item.

Fourth item for discussion was on an ordinance to change the family definition in an R-1 and R-2 Single Family Residential Districts.

Community Development Coordinator Ed Basch stated the initial petition submitted regarding   certain types of living situations made living arrangements technically illegal under the current ordinance. 
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The Planning Commission recommends incorporating three more definitions into single family R-1 and R-2 districts: Foreign Exchange Students, Health Care Giver and Child Care Provider.
Alderman Lavin asked if there needs to be another public hearing for part of this. CDC Basch replied only if we were to add a registration process to these changes. 

Aldermen Lobdell and Hinderliter agreed there does need to be some type of registration to keep track of who is staying where.
Aldermen Lavin and Gilbert expressed their concerns this will invade peoples privacy and personal issues should be kept private by choice.



Terry Rodenberg, Director of International Center at WIU, Stacy Lane, Macomb 

stated there are different types of programs for exchange students; Exchange Student, International Exchange Students and International Students. 
Exchange students are usually high school students staying with a host family; International exchange students stay on-campus at WIU the first two years; International Students may stay with a host family or live on or off campus. There are minimal International Students living with host families and this is a good opportunity for our community to be involved. 


Mary Warnock, 804 West Carroll, Macomb spoke in favor of students being 



registered.
Gordana Rezab, 1345 Parkview Drive, Macomb spoke and is not in favor of changing the ordinance.



Dr. Cronkhite, 805 Compton Park, Macomb representing Quality of Life 



Committee stated the Committee is in favor of the changes recommended



and suggests incorporating a bonafide International Student phrase into the 


ordinance.


Todd Icenogle, 514 North McArthur, Macomb stated he is not in favor of 


changing the ordinance. 

Alderman Dorsett stated this is not about students or the age of students, it is about the number of individuals living at one residence. The Council is not asking for permission, just notification and unless there is some kind of notification we have no idea who is living where. The 90 day period is permissible by the special use permit and currently is not working. 
Alderman Hansen stated he has received several calls and currently the way the ordinance is written there is not a good way to implement it overall.
Alderman Inman asked if there was a special use exemption for international students living with host families in the future. City Attorney Wilhelm replied no, currently in place is a special use permit which takes 90 days. City Attorney Wilhelm stated that Council could change item number one without going back to the Planning Commission and recommends allowing
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students by right to live with a host family and notify zoning by a phone call.

Richard Passmore, Bacon Woods Drive, stated a 90 day waiting period would hurt these programs.
Alderman Moon expressed his concerns on the number of exchange students placed in one house at a time. 


Alan DeRoos, 812 North Madison, Macomb stated for very short periods there 



may be one or more exchange students living at one resident.
It was the consensus of the Council to place this item on the agenda for Monday, March 15 Council meeting.
Fifth item for discussion was on an ordinance to increase the minimum lot sizes in an M-2 Manufacturing District.

There was no further discussion on the above item.
Sixth item for discussion was on acceptance of the Certified Local Government grant form Illinois State Historic Preservation Agency for the City of Macomb.

Community Development Coordinator Ed Basch stated the City of Macomb has been awarded a Certified Local Government (CLG) grant for an intensive historic survey of the downtown historic district. The grant request was $14, 850 and the State is awarding $12,000 with an out of cash estimated at $3,840, which would be matched out of the TIF fund. 

Alderman Lobdell moved, seconded by Alderman Inman to place this on the agenda for Monday, March 15 Council meeting. 

Alderman Moon asked what kind of information is gathered from a survey and could we make the district smaller to allow it back into the original budget. CDC Basch replied the survey consists of extensive research under a consultant we hire along with volunteers. The State requires a certified consultant who looks at all boundaries and does prefer a more compact district. The State bases their costs on the number of structures they research so the numbers could change in the future.
Alderman Dorsett stated he cannot support the grant at this time.

Alderman Lobdell withdrew the motion.

Alderman Inman moved, seconded by Alderman Hinderliter to refer the above item back to the Community Development Committee for further review, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried.

Seventh item for discussion was on changing the 1100, 1200 and 1300 blocks on East Carroll to a one-way street and eliminate parking on the East side of the 30 block of North Bonham Street.
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City Administrator Dean Torrseson reported on traffic issues during mornings and afternoons when parents are dropping off and picking up their children at Lincoln School along with pedestrian safety issues. City Administrator Torreson stated Chief Barker suggested extending the one-way on East Carroll Street another three blocks to Prairie and the Public Safety Committee recommends eliminating parking on the East side of the 300 block of North Bonham Street. 
Alderman Dorsett asked if there was a crossing guard at this intersection and Mayor Wisslead relied yes.

Alderman Lavin stated he was in favor of the Public Safety Committee and Chief Barker’s recommendations.

Alderman Lobdell stated with the width on Bonham Street, he was in favor of eliminating parking in the 300 block of North Bonham Street and would like a traffic count on East Carroll Street conducted to determine the amount of vehicles traveling on Carroll Street. Alderman Inman concurred. 
It was consensuses of the Council to refer the above item back to the Public Safety Committee to review the traffic flow on the 300 block of North Bonham Street before eliminating parking.

Eighth item for discussion was implementing a fire response billing system for the Macomb Fire Department.

The above item was tabled until Fire Chief Andy Taylor is available for discussion.

Ninth item for discussion was on increasing the right-of-way use and street excavation permit fees.

Public Works Director Walter Burnett stated they are recommending the following fees:
Street Excavation Fee $100 – Bond/Security $5,000

Curb/Gutter/Sidewalk/Driveway Excavation Fee $50 – Bond/Security $1,000

Heavy Haul Fee $25 - Bond/Security 0

Temporary Street Closure Fee $25 – Bond/Security 0

Other R.O.W Use Fee $25 - Bond/Security 0

Driveway/Sidewalk Repair Fee $25 - Bond/Security 0

It was consensus of the Council to place the above item on the agenda for Monday, March 15 Council meeting.
Tenth item for discussion was on Budget Work Session.

City Administrator Torreson reported on an overview of the preliminary budget for FY2010-2011 based on the following:

State revenues are down by 11%, employee benefit costs are up considerably, no wage increase for employees, budget shifts and transfers in the General Fund, eliminate vacant positions but do not fill, reduce certified Police officers on staff by three, purchases for Public Works equipment 
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through a debt service levy, Infrastructure ½ Sales Tax Fund remaining steady, and Five-Year CIP unaffordable through the General Fund.

Alderman Lobdell expressed concerns committing long term on Infrastructure Sales Tax.
No further discussion on the above item.

Mayor Wisslead reported that Kelsey Reed a junior at WIU from Quincy, Illinois is the new Miss Macomb 2010 replacing Jennifer Witkowski when Erin O’Conner became Miss Illinois.
Alderman Moon moved, seconded by Alderman Wynn to adjourn into executive session for the purpose of a) Collective bargaining matters between the public body and it’s employees or representatives, or deliberations concerning salary schedules for one or more classes of employees, pursuant to Sec. 2(c )(2) of the open Meetings Act b) Appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance or dismissal of an employee of the public body or legal counsel for the public body, pursuant to Sec. 2(c) (1) of the Open Meetings Act, on question being put Aldermen Lavin, Gilbert, Inman, Dorsett, Lobdell, Hinderliter, Wynn, Moon, Hansen being all Aldermen voting “Aye” on roll call and no “Nay” votes, Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried and they adjourned into executive session at 6:55 p.m.
Alderman Inman moved, seconded by Alderman Lavin to adjourn back into Open Session, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried and they adjourned back into Open Session at 7:07 p.m.

There being no further business, Alderman Hinderliter moved, seconded by Alderman Gilbert to adjourn, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried and they adjourned at 7:07 p.m.
______________________

Deputy City Clerk

