Minutes of the Committee of the Whole




       
Monday, March 22, 2010





          
5:00 p.m.

The Committee of the Whole met on Monday, March 22, 2010 at 5:00 p.m. in the City Council Chambers of City Hall at 232 East Jackson Street, Macomb, IL.

Mayor Mick Wisslead called the meeting to order. 

Members present: Ryan Hansen, Ed Lavin, Mike Inman, Dave Dorsett, Tim Lobdell, Clay Hinderliter and Donald Wynn. Aldermen Louis Gilbert and Dennis Moon being absent.
Others Present: City Administrator Dean Torreson, Legal Counsel Liz Wilhelm and Deputy City Clerk Corrina Wells. 

First item for discussion was on implementing a fire response billing system for the Macomb Fire Department.  

Fire Chief Andy Taylor stated there are several Fire Departments throughout the State looking into a Cost Recovery Emergency Response Service allowing Fire Departments to generate revenue by collecting a twenty percent fee at the time of a response. The cost recovery is a service provided by Fire Departments allowing them to bill insurance agencies or people at no cost to the City. Fire Chief Taylor is asking permission from Council to pursue the above issue further.
Alderman Hinderliter asked where does the money generated go and what if there is no insurance coverage? Fire Chief Taylor replied the money goes back to the City and an un-insured person would not be billed.
Aldermen Dorsett, Lobdell and Wynn stated they would like more feedback from other cities who have implemented this program and if there has been any trouble in collecting fees from Insurance Companies.

Alderman Inman expressed his concerns on who would be billed at the time of the accident, the responsible person or the person at fault. 

It was consensus of the Council to have Fire Chief Taylor do further research and report back.
Second item for discussion was on extending Partners N Grime cleaning contract for City 

Hall, Police and Public Work Facilities.

City Administrator Dean Torreson reported Partners in Grime’s cleaning contract will expire May 31, 2010. It has been recommended by the General Government Committee and City staff to extended the current contract for another twelve months at the same rate of $2,285.00 per month including cleaning restrooms at City Hall during regular business hours, shampooing high traffic area carpets at no charge in all three buildings and checking regularly on the Community room for its condition. 
Alderman Lobdell expressed his concerns with the quality of service provided at such a low rate. 
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Alderman Dorsett moved, seconded by Alderman Lobdell to accept the contract as a probation period and place the above item on the consent agenda for Monday, April 5 Council meeting, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried.
Third item for discussion was on seeking “Request for Proposals” for tourism services for the city of Macomb.

Alderman Hinderliter reported the City currently is under contract with the Convention and Visitors Bureau using “bed-tax dollars” to promote tourism which will end September of 2010. The Community Development Committee recommends issuing a RFP for this program prior to awarding the next contract. 
Alderman Inman concurs with Alderman Hinderliter to see what other competitive processes are out there.  
Alderman Dorsett asked if there would be any problem preventing the current operators of the CVB to recommend a program. Alderman Inman stated they would encourage this.
Alderman Hinderliter moved, seconded by Alderman Lobdell to place the above item on the consent agenda for Monday, April 5 Council meeting, all Alderman voting “Aye” and Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried.

Fourth item for discussion was on the Grant, Maple, and Randolph Streets intersections. 

Alderman Hinderliter stated the original petition submitted asked for two stop signs at the intersection of Grant Street and Maple Avenue and after looking into costs for sidewalks, it was determined it would be too costly. If the City would install two stop signs, the overall cost would be significantly lower costing the City a total of $136.96. Alderman Hinderliter expressed his concerns that something needs to be done for the safety of the community and recommends making the intersection at Grant and Maple a four way stop.

Marcia Brown, 909 South Lafayette, Macomb, stated as an educator and a citizen who 


walks this route several times a week expressed her concerns with safety issues at this 

intersection. There have been more near hit and miss incidents that are not reported than 

reported and stated cars commuting from the East do not take the time to look back to the 

east when pulling away from the stop sign currently on Maple Avenue, especially on 

their early morning commute. Ms. Brown spoke in favor of stop signs being placed at the 

intersection on Maple and Grant Street and suggested buying them herself to make the 

community a safer place.  


Jamie Lane, 506 South Campbell, Macomb, expressed her concerns of bicyclists crossing 


during school hours at the intersection.
Alderman Inman stated he is not in favor of placing stop signs at this intersection and is disappointed to find out Police Chief Barker reported it would not be safe to place a Police Officer at this intersection as a crossing guard and suggests sending the above item back to the Public Safety Committee for further review. 
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Alderman Dorsett stated there are the same traffic issues at Lincoln and Edison Schools in the morning and afternoons that do have traffic guards and wondered why we couldn’t implement traffic guards. 

Susan Courter, 814 South Lafayette, Macomb, expressed her concerns with traffic issues 

and spoke in favor of installing stop signs at the intersection of Maple Avenue and Grant 

Street.

Jim Von Kannon, 1406 Maple Avenue, Macomb stated he would like a study to be 


conducted using IDOT rules to see the outcome of what can be done at this intersection 


before something happens.  
Alderman Lavin stated traffic counts were conducted using the State of Illinois’s rules and the outcome concluded there were not enough vehicles or pedestrians to move forward. Alderman Lavin stated that stop signs would not be the answer and suggested having a Police Officer patrol the 20 mph zone on Maple Avenue for speeders while school is in session. 
Jamie Lane, 506 South Campbell, expressed patrolling would not be the answer and 
feels stop signs would be much more effective. 

City Administrator Dean Torreson stated the City does not have to meet IDOT warrants to place stop signs at this intersection.  
There was no further discussion on the above item. 

Fifth item for discussion was on an ordinance to amend Sections 19-115, 20-112, 20-113, 20-115, 2-116 and create Section 20-117 of the Municipal Code to clarify and edit the excavation ordinance.

There was no further discussion on the above item.

Sixth item for discussion was on an ordinance to amend the city fees schedule to set the excavation and right-of-way access permit fees by creating Section 24-7.

There was no further discussion on the above item.

Mayor Wisslead stated Alderman Inman would like further discussion on Grant, Maple and Randolph Streets.
Alderman Inman moved, seconded by Alderman Hinderliter, to refer Grant, Maple and Randolph Street back to the Public Safety Committee for further review, on question being put, Aldermen Inman and Hinderliter being all Aldermen voting “Aye” on roll call and Aldermen Hansen, Lavin, Dorsett, Lobdell, and Wynn being all Aldermen voting “Nay” on roll call, Mayor Wisslead declared the motion denied.
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There being no further business, Alderman Lobdell moved, seconded by Alderman Hinderliter to adjourn, all Aldermen voting “Aye” and Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried and they adjourned at 5:56 p.m.
_________________________

Deputy City Clerk

