Minutes of the Committee of the Whole




       
Monday, April 12, 2010





          
5:00 p.m.

The Committee of the Whole met on Monday, April 12, 2010 at 5:00 p.m. in the City Council Chambers of City Hall at 232 East Jackson Street, Macomb, IL.

Mayor Mick Wisslead called the meeting to order. 

Members present: Ryan Hansen, Ed Lavin, Louis Gilbert, Mike Inman, Dave Dorsett, Tim Lobdell, Clay Hinderliter, Donald Wynn, and Dennis Moon. 

Others Present: City Administrator Dean Torreson, Legal Counsel Liz Wilhelm and Deputy City Clerk Corrina Wells. 

First item on the agenda for discussion is a public hearing and discussion on the City of Macomb’s Fiscal Year 2010-2011 budget.
Alderman Lobdell expressed his concerns that revenues are not being estimated correctly and does not agree with financing long term debt. He also does not agree with transferring money from one fund to another fund since the money is set aside for streets generated by a user fee but is not clearly defined as to how to use the funds. Alderman Lobdell asked if the City could make a principal payment on the Pella (MAEDCO) loan without a penalty. Mayor Wisslead replied yes, a payment could be made anytime during the year since the loan becomes due and payable this year. MAEDCO is scheduled to meet next Monday to try and secure financing.
Alderman Inman suggested postponing any contributions from the General Fund to Cable Fund for at least six months. 

Alderman Dorsett agreed that looking at funds again in six months is a good idea, but would be more supportive if the City would consider looking into all agencies along these lines. 
Jim Von Kannon, 1406 Maple Avenue, Macomb expresses his concerns that the City is not using all its funds set aside from the infrastructure sales tax to fix City streets.  

City Administrator Torreson reported the City has used most of its infrastructure sales tax this year to repair streets and a new finalized draft of the budget will be posted online after it has been approved by Council.
There was no further discussion on this item.

Second item for discussion was a presentation from the Student Tenant Union regarding a recycling program for apartment complexes.


Ian Conner, 524 West McDonough



Christopher Zimmerman, 235 West Carroll Street
Walter Malecki, 902 North Charles Street Apt. 146

Christopher Zimmerman stated the current ordinance does not enforce landlords to provide one and two unit duplexes with recyclable totes and by changing this 

policy it would allow all two-unit rentals or smaller the option of recycling and would reduce landfill accumulation to make the City of Macomb more environmentally safe. 
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Aldermen Inman applauded Mr. Zimmerman for bringing this issue to Council and stated currently the City is one year into a seven year contract with Waste Management.
Discussion was held on expenses which could occur by changing the ordinance.    

Alderman Moon moved, seconded by Alderman Inman to refer this to the General Government Committee, all Aldermen voting “Aye”, Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried.

Third item for discussion was on the request from the Macomb Park District for a resolution on the ownership of properties in the intergovernmental agreements.
City Administrator Torreson stated a letter was received from Lois Nickson, President of the Macomb Park District requesting a resolution on ownership of properties. In order to consider renewal of existing agreements, the ownership issues must be resolved and the most immediate property in question being Glenwood Pool. Our agreement with the Park District runs through 2011 and the Park District is responsible for the pool as long as it is in use.
Jim Von Kannon expressed his concerns that there are too many boards trying to make these decisions and feels the issue could be solved by citizens voting. 
City Attorney Wilhelm stated the City of Macomb is a non-home rule municipality and does not have statutory authority to levy taxes for the Park District and if the City would have to pay for the park it would be out of the General Fund. 
Discussion was held on who was responsible for pool maintenance, upkeep and what would happen to the land once the pool was closed permanently.   
Alderman Inman moved, seconded by Alderman Lobdell to refer this back to the General Government Committee, all Aldermen voting “Aye”, Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried.

Fourth item for discussion was on the “Request for Proposals” for tourism services for the City of Macomb.
Alderman Lobdell moved, seconded by Alderman Moon to remove this item from the table, on question being put, Aldermen Hansen, Lavin, Gilbert, Inman, Dorsett, Lobdell, Hinderliter, Wynn and Moon 

being all Aldermen voting “Aye” on roll call and no “Nay” votes, Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried. 

Alderman Hinderliter stated a meeting was held with the CVB who asked for another meeting in June. If an RFP is still needed we could submit another in June since their contract comes due in September.  
Legal Counsel Wilhelm suggested instead of tabling this item again, place this item on the agenda at a Committee of the Whole meeting in June.  

There was no further discussion held on this item.
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Fifth item for discussion was on the ordinance annexing certain territory located in Scotland Township, McDonough County, Illinois and commonly known as 12190 N. 1050th Road to the city of Macomb, McDonough County, Illinois (Leo and Truth Manning Property).
There was no further discussion on this item.

Sixth item was on the ordinance approving an amendment to the Macomb/McDonough County Enterprise Zone within the City of Macomb and County McDonough and abating ad valoreum property taxes imposed therein.
There was no further discussion on this item.
Alderman Lobdell moved, seconded by Alderman Moon to adjourn into executive session for the purpose of a) Appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance or dismissal of an employee of the public body or legal counsel for the public body, pursuant to Sec. 2(c) (1) of the Open Meetings Act and b) Collective bargaining matters between the public body and it’s employees or representatives, or deliberations concerning salary schedules for one or more classes of employees, pursuant to Sec.2 (c) (2) of the Open Meetings Act, on question being put, Aldermen Lavin, Gilbert, Inman, Dorsett, Lobdell, Hinderliter, Wynn, Moon and Hansen, being all Aldermen voting “Aye” on roll call and no “Nay” votes, Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried and they adjourned into executive session at 5:56 p.m.
Alderman Dorsett moved, seconded by Alderman Lobdell to adjourn back into open session, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried and they adjourned back into open session at 6:20 p.m.
There being no further business, Alderman Wynn moved, seconded by Alderman Inman to adjourn, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried and they adjourned at 6:20 p.m.
______________________

Deputy City Clerk

