Minutes of the Committee of the Whole




       
Monday, May 10, 2010





          
5:00 p.m.

The Committee of the Whole met on Monday, May 10, 2010 at 5:00 p.m. in the City Council Chambers of City Hall at 232 East Jackson Street, Macomb, IL.

Mayor Mick Wisslead called the meeting to order. 

Members present: Ryan Hansen, Ed Lavin, Louis Gilbert, Mike Inman, Dave Dorsett, Tim Lobdell, Donald Wynn, and Dennis Moon. Clay Hinderliter being absent.

Others Present: City Administrator Dean Torreson, Legal Counsel Liz Wilhelm and Deputy City Clerk Corrina Wells. 

First item on the agenda was discussion on increasing the Municipal Retailers and Service Occupation Tax for public infrastructure.
Alderman Lavin stated a recommendation on a sales tax increase of ½ percent has been suggested and if approved an ordinance would need adopted  by August 30, 2010 for this item to be placed on the ballot at the General Election held on November 2.  The current tax proposed would go from 7.25% to 7.75% allowing certain projects to be implemented throughout the City and with out this additional revenue the City will not be able to keep up on repairs. 
Alderman Lobdell recommended a Home Rule tax option focusing more on street improvements which have no dedicated income revenue at this time. 
Discussion was held on street repairs, becoming a home rule community, infrastructure, calls from concerned citizens on decaying streets and calls from citizens not in favor of a ½  tax increase. 

Christopher Pynes, 439 North McArthur Street spoke in favor of a ½ cent sales tax increase but would like some kind of enforcement on large service vehicles and trucks using our alleyways and public streets. The alley behind my house no longer has speed bumps due to service trucks cutting through resulting in a broken down road with large potholes. 
Mayor Wisslead suggested posting signs to discourage large trucks from using side alleys in certain areas of the City.
Jim Von Kannon, 1406 Maple Avenue expressed his concerns if a tax increase is 

approved how it could affect middle class people. 
There was no further discussion on this item.

Second item for discussion was on the ordinance annexing certain territory located in the Northwest and Southwest Quarters of Section 7, Scotland Township, McDonough County, Illinois and commonly known as 12144 N. 1050th Road to the City of Macomb, McDonough County, Illinois (Helen L. Caldwell Koester Property).

There was no further discussion on this item. 
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Third item for discussion was on the executive session minutes that need to remain closed.

Alderman  Dorsett moved, seconded by Alderman Gilbert to place the above item on the consent agenda for Monday, May 17 Council meeting, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried.
Mayor Wisslead reported at this years APWA Conference in Springfield the City of Macomb was recognized with a plaque for their service and completion on the Compton Park Culvert Project and we would like to thank Public Works Director Walter Burnett and his crew for their excellent work.

Alderman  Moon moved, seconded by Alderman Lobdell to adjourn into executive session for the purpose of a) Collective bargaining matters between the public body and it’s employees or representatives, or deliberations concerning salary schedules for one or more classes of employees, pursuant to Sec.2 (c) (2) of the Open Meetings Act b) Appointment, employment, compensation discipline, performance or dismissal of an employee of the public body or legal counsel for the public body, pursuant to Sec. 2 © (1) of the Open Meetings Act, on question being put, Aldermen Hansen, Lavin, Gilbert, Inman, Dorsett, Lobdell, Wynn and Moon, being all Aldermen voting “Aye” on roll call and no “Nay” votes, Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried and they adjourned into executive session at 5:26 p.m.
Alderman Moon moved, seconded by Alderman Lavin to adjourn back into open session, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried and they adjourned back into open session at 6:43 p.m.

There being no further business, Alderman Lobdell moved, seconded by Alderman Wynn to adjourn, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried and they adjourned at 6:43 p.m.
______________________

Deputy City Clerk

