Minutes of the Committee of the Whole




       

Monday, June 14, 2010





          

5:00 p.m.

The Committee of the Whole met on Monday, June 14, 2010 at 5:07 p.m. in the City Council Chambers of City Hall at 232 East Jackson Street, Macomb, IL.

Mayor Mick Wisslead called the meeting to order. 

Members present: Ryan Hansen, Ed Lavin, Louis Gilbert, Mike Inman, Dave Dorsett, Tim Lobdell, Clay Hinderliter, Donald Wynn, and Dennis Moon. 

Others Present: City Administrator Dean Torreson, Legal Counsel Liz Wilhelm and Deputy City Clerk 

Corrina Wells. 
First item on the agenda was discussion on an ordinance to amend Section 13-75 of the Rental Housing Code regarding late fees and failure to register.  
Community Development Coordinator Ed Basch reported a complaint was received regarding rental registration and late fees resulting at looking into amending the current language in the applicable rental housing code. City Attorney Liz Wilhelm and my-self recommend the following changes: 1) to make it absolutely clear that failure to register any rental unit for any calendar year will result in the forfeiture of all legally non-conformities relating to the rental use; and 2) the nature of late penalties be made clear to mean that the penalty is 1.5 or 2.0 times the fee/unit, but in no case shall the total amount paid less than $75.00 or $150.00. 
Discussion was held on the amount to be charged if paying late or not registering on time, rentals which are grandfathered in, keeping penalties consistent and if the owner refuses to pay. 
Jim VonKannon, 1406 Maple Avenue expressed his concerns on late fees and spoke in favor of changing the ordinance.
City Attorney Wilhelm stated modifications could be made before first reading. 

It was consensus of the Council to make late fees the same for all regardless of the number of units and add a section clarifying that failure to register will result in the forfeiture of all legally non-conformities and place on the agenda for Monday, June 21 Council meeting. 

Second item for discussion was on selection of Historic Preservation consultant for the downtown survey.
Community Development Coordinator Ed Basch reported the Historic Preservation Commission interviewed the top two ranked consultants Granacki and Spark Consulting who both came in close to the original budget of $15,400.00. The Historic Preservation Commission recommends Council move forward with Granacki Consultant’s proposal.
Alderman Dorsett moved, seconded by Alderman Moon to accept the proposal from Granacki Consulting and place the above item on the consent agenda for Monday, June 21 Council meeting, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried.

Third item for discussion was on repairs to Western Avenue. 

There was no further discussion on the above item.
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Fourth item for discussion was on retail electricity contract with Ameren Energy Marketing.

City Administrator Dean Torrenson reported the City of Macomb entered into a retail agreement for twelve months with Ameren Energy Marketing in September 2009 purchasing electricity at 4.582 cents per KWH saving the City $54,000 per year. With the help of Dacott Energy Services at no cost, the City put together a bid document to provide incentive for negotiating an extension with Ameren Energy in the future. 

Discussion was held on negotiating a contract for twelve or twenty four months.

It was consensus of the Council to move forward on negotiating fees and place on the agenda for Monday, June 21 Council meeting.  

Fifth item for discussion was on increasing the Municipal Retailers and Service Occupation Tax for public infrastructure. 

Alderman Ryan Hansen left at 5:46 p.m.

Alderman Lavin suggests placing a half-cent sales tax referendum on the November 2010 ballot.
Discussion was held on white topping verse cement when repairing streets, bonding and to have a plan in place verifying where a half-cent sales tax would be spent before placing on the November ballot.  

Alderman Lobdell asked what kind of time frame there is for bonding. Alderman Inman responded a fifteen year bond runs 4 1/2 %. 
Alderman Hinderliter and Lobdell spoke in support of a tax increase. 

It was consensus of the Council to place on the ballot at the November 2010 election and bring back to the Committee for further discussion at the next Committee of the Whole meeting on Monday, June 28.  

Sixth item for discussion was on being a home rule community.

Aldermen Dorsett and Lobdell reported on municipality responsibilities, uses of home rule and the limitation of power on home rule. All three give power to voters allowing their opinions to be heard and the ability to make changes with greater flexibility throughout the community. Home-rule is a long term issue citizens need to be educated on and Alderman Lobdell and my-self feel the sales tax referendum is more prevalent at this time and suggest home rule be brought back at a later date. 
Discussion was held on trade licensing for contractors, neighborhood issues, operations of the City currently verse becoming a home rule municipality and whether to place on the ballot for the November 2010 election.

There was no further discussion on the above item.

Mayor Wisslead asked for the public’s help regarding signs vandalized over the weekend on Highway 67 North and the cemetery retaining wall at the north entrance of town. Please contact the Macomb Police Department with any information. 
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Mayor Wisslead reported Ameren will be trimming trees on the railroad right away and East Street in the near future.

Mayor Wisslead reported the City was instructed by IDOT to postpone the bidding process for the maintenance facility until after they decide how they want DBE’s notified in the process.  

There being no further business, Alderman Lobdell moved, seconded by Alderman Wynn to adjourn, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried and they adjourned at 6:08 p.m.

____________________________

Deputy City Clerk

