Minutes of the Committee of the Whole
Monday, August 23, 2010
	5:06 p.m.

The Committee of the Whole met on Monday August 23, 2010 at 5:06 p.m. in the City Council Chambers of City Hall at 232 East Jackson Street, Macomb, IL.

Mayor Mick Wisslead called the meeting to order. 

Members present: Ed Lavin, Louis Gilbert, Mike Inman, Dave Dorsett, Tim Lobdell, Clay Hinderliter, Donald Wynn, and Dennis Moon. Alderman Ryan Hansen being absent.

Others Present: City Administrator Dean Torreson, Legal Counsel Liz Wilhelm and Deputy City Clerk Corrina Wells. 

First item for discussion was on an ordinance to create a special events liquor license for the McDonough District Hospital Annual Festival of Trees Illumination Gala.

	Lisa Patterson, 1207 East Thomas and Vicky Wallen, 525 E. Grant Street both representing McDonough 
	District Hospital stated they are requesting a liquor license for their 5th annual Festival of Trees 
	fundraiser allowing alcohol to be served from 6:30-8:30 p.m. on December 3rd at the West Central 
	Illinois Art Center.  This is a ticketed event and horsdoeuvres will be provided.  

	Vicky Wallen stated this is the hospital’s major fund raiser with the money being raised going towards a 
	Spiral CT Unit in the Radiology Department.

This will be placed on the September 7 agenda.

Second item for discussion was on an ordinance to authorize the rezoning of the property located at 420 East Carroll Street from R-3 Two Family Dwelling Residential Zoning District to R-2 One Family Residential District. 

There was no discussion and this will be placed on the September 7 agenda.

Third item for discussion was on an ordinance to authorize the rezoning of the property located at 425 East Carroll Street from R-3 Two family Dwelling Residential Zoning District to R-2 One Family Residential Zoning District.

There was no discussion and this will be placed on the September 7 agenda.

Fourth item for discussion was on an ordinance to authorize the rezoning of the property located at 425 East Carroll Street from R-3 Two family Dwelling Residential Zoning District to R-2 One Family Residential Zoning District.

Alderman Dorsett stated this is the best use for this area and has been factored into the long term plan.

There was no further discussion and this will be placed on the September 7 agenda.

Fifth item was consideration of an ordinance repealing the property tax abatement incentive eligibility within the Macomb/McDonough County Enterprise Zone, City of Macomb, Westside Tax Increment Financing District.
POWER TO ACT.
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Legal Council Wilhelm presented the following for 2nd reading:

		An ordinance repealing the property tax abatement incentive eligibility within the 
		Macomb/McDonough County Enterprise Zone, City of Macomb, Westside Tax Increment 
		Financing District.

Alderman Dorsett moved, seconded by Alderman Lavin to approve the ordinance, on question being put, Aldermen Lavin, Gilbert, Inman, Dorsett, Lobdell, Hinderliter, Wynn and Moon being all Aldermen voting “Aye” on roll call and no “Nay” votes, Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried and the ordinance was approved and became Ordinance No. 10-30.

Sixth item was consideration of an intergovernmental agreement repealing the property tax abatement incentive eligibility within the Macomb/McDonough County Enterprise Zone, City of Macomb, and Westside Tax Increment Financing District. POWER TO ACT.

Alderman Moon moved, seconded by Alderman Inman to approve the intergovernmental agreement repealing the property tax abatement incentive eligibility within the Macomb/McDonough County Enterprise Zone, City of Macomb, Westside Tax Increment Financing, on question being put, Aldermen Gilbert, Inman, Dorsett, Lobdell, Hinderliter, Wynn, Moon and Lavin being all Aldermen voting “Aye” on roll call and no “Nay” votes, Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried. 

Seventh item was consideration for an ordinance adding two new units of government and adding territory to the Macomb/McDonough County Enterprise Zone.
POWER TO ACT. 

Legal Council Wilhelm presented the following for 2nd reading:

		An ordinance adding two new units of government and adding territory to the 
		Macomb/McDonough County Enterprise Zone.

Alderman Inman moved, seconded by Alderman Hiderliter to approve the ordinance, on question being put, Aldermen Inman, Dorsett, Lobdell, Hinderliter, Wynn, Moon, Lavin and Gilbert being all Aldermen voting “Aye” on roll call and no “Nay” votes, Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried and the ordinance was approved and became Ordinance No. 10-31.

Eighth item was consideration of an intergovernmental agreement adding two new units of government and adding territory to the Macomb/McDonough County Enterprise Zone. POWER TO ACT.

Alderman Dorsett moved, seconded by Alderman Lobdell to approve an intergovernmental agreement adding two new units of government and adding territory to the Macomb/McDonough County Enterprise Zone, on question being put, Aldermen Dorsett, Lobdell, Hinderliter, Wynn, Moon, Lavin, Gilbert and Inman being all Aldermen voting “Aye” on roll call and no “Nay” votes, Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried

Ninth item for discussion was on local businesses compliance policy with the City of Macomb.

City Attorney Liz Wilhelm asked which ordinances Council wants to see changed.

Alderman Lobdell replied all ordinances should be enforced and by incorporating stipulations into the ordinances all businesses will know what to expect if they violate a code. 
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City Attorney Wilhelm conducted research in other areas and suggests any vendor or construction company the City does business with and have violations would be reported to the City Administrators office and then disbursed to all department heads to comply with.

Alderman Inman suggested incorporating fees into the ordinance for businesses that are behind on payments or has fines. 

City Attorney Wilhelm will draft a policy and bring it back to Committee on August 30.

Tenth item for discussion was on the cross-thru road from Farm King to Walton Avenue.

Alderman Moon stated the figures the City received from the developer on the original proposal were not feasible but with alterations that have been made to the plan currently feels it would be worth the City looking into again. 

Russ Welch, 121 North East Jefferson, Peoria, Illinois, developer of the land west of Wal-Mart between Walton Drive and Farm King reported currently a sale is under contract with First Bankers Trust to develop a bank which was not in the original plan. The City originally suggested building back further 
creating a detention pond to be located on the south side of the building. Since then an ordinance has been created stating there must be access between commercial properties creating a hardship between the adjoining property owner Farm King and the developer. Mayor Wisslead approached Farm King who stated they would only accept south side parking on their lot, costing the builder over $87,000.00 to meet this requirement. As the developer he is asking Council to waive the current ordinance so construction of the project can move forward. 

Alderman Moon asked if special funds from the Illinois Commerce Commission and the Railroad could be used if the City would contribute to the costs. Mayor Wisslead replied yes, if the requirement was waived a MFT resolution would have to be adopted.  

Discussion was held on waiving a portion of the ordinance, splitting costs to accommodate Farm Kings request and other options on how to access East Jackson Street. 

Community Coordinator Ed Bash stated the City does not want to set precedence in the future but in some instances since the property was in development before the ordinance went into effect a waiver should be granted. 

Art Green, President of First Bankers Trust in Quincy, Illinois, stated they are offering the City three options to choose from, installing a turn around, installing a drive to the north or splitting costs and asking the City to make a decision so we can move forward with the construction of our new bank branch.  

	Jim Von Kannon, 1406 Maple Avenue spoke in favor of the access road.

City Attorney Liz Wilhelm stated if the City does participate in the costs they will have to pay prevailing wages.

It was the consensus of the Council to have the Public Works Committee meet and decide which of the three proposals to move forward with. 

Eleventh item for discussion was on “Request for Proposals” for Downtown Development services.
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Alderman Lobdell spoke in favor of seeking bids for services.

Discussion was held on the Chambers contract extension, tourism and business offices being separated, and that there have been no negative reports on the work that the Chamber of Commerce has done. 

Penny Lawyer, 312 Meadow Drive, Chamber of Commerce President, reported on false statements that 
	has been reported that the Chamber is not upholding its commitment to the City. These are a tough 
	economic time and many avenues have been explored to persuade businesses to move to Macomb. 
	Many businesses owners have abandoned their buildings only to rent a portion out, leaving the 
	City with empty store fronts and decaying properties. It would be in the City’s best interest to look into 
	these situations and enforce business owners on the square to fill store front properties and to maintain 
	the exterior of their buildings. Macomb is a great place to live and she is very proud to be a part of this 
	community.

	Jim Von Kannon, 1406 Maple Avenue stated there needs to be more advertisement of what Macomb has 
	to offer to people.

There was no further discussion on this item.

Twelfth item for discussion was on North Pearl Street and Edwards/Washington Streets storm sewer projects.

City Administrator Dean Torreson reported on the North Pearl Street storm sewer, Public Works has pumped water out of this area and is waiting on the dirt to dry before moving any equipment onto the site. An assessment was estimated that the City incur 50% of the assessed cost with 75% being assessed to the property owners with the lowest of the low spot where the water has been drained and that the other 25% would be assessed to adjoining properties to the north, south and across to the west of the alley. The estimated costs for construction is $16,000.00 and the Public Works Committee suggests filling the hole with dirt and then grading before moving forward on a new storm sewer.

Aldermen Gilbert and Lavin spoke against special assessments and stated it is the City’s responsibility to fix the problem on Pearl Street.

Alderman Hinderliter asked how many loads of dirt it would take to fill the hole. Public Works Director Walter Burnett replied it would take thirty five tandem loads plus extensive grading and the City would have to obtain an easement from the property owners. 

Alderman Moon stated that the City does not need a construction easement to move dirt.  

Discussion was held on the City not being responsible for fixing a problem that was created on private property and where the water would go after the hole was filled in. 

City Administrator Dean Torrseson reported that the property owner on the south side of Edwards and Washington Street would not have the funds to reroute his sump pump into the new storm sewer when the City constructs it.   

Alderman Lobdell asked if there is a special assessment the City could offer stating the property owner would be liable to pay back all expenses incurred after fixing the problem over a period of time.  City Attorney Wilhelm stated yes there is a twenty year assessment.

No decision was made at this time.
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Mayor Wisslead asked for the Council’s approval to close Murray Street directly in front of the WIU Union from 8a.m. to 5 p.m. for two weeks starting Tuesday to construct a temporary ramp to accommodate pedestrians and handicap accessibility.  

Alderman Inman moved, seconded by Alderman Wynn to grant the closure of Murray Street in front of the Union for a two week period, all Aldermen voting “Aye” and no “Nay” votes, Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried.

Alderman  Lobdell moved, seconded by Alderman Moon to adjourn into executive session for the purpose of a) Appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance or dismissal of an employee of the public body or legal counsel for the public body, pursuant to Sec. 2(c) (1) of the Open Meetings Act, b) purchase or lease of real property for the use of public body, pursuant to Sec. 2 (c)(5) of the Open Meetings Act, c) pending probable litigation, pursuant to Sec. 2 (c) (11) of the Open Meetings Act, on question being put, Aldermen Lavin, Gilbert, Inman, Dorsett, Lobdell, Hinderliter, Wynn and Moon, being all Aldermen voting “Aye” on roll call and no “Nay” votes, Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried and they adjourned into executive session at 6:35 p.m.

Alderman Lobdell moved, seconded by Alderman Hinderliter to adjourn back into Open Session, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried and they adjourned back into Open Session at 7:04 p.m.

There being no further business, Alderman moved, seconded by Alderman to adjourn, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried and they adjourned at 7:04 p.m.



______________________
Deputy City Clerk




	
