Minutes of the Committee of the Whole Meeting
Monday, September 27, 2010
5:00 p.m.


The Committee of the Whole met on Monday, September 27, 2010 at 5:00 p.m. in the City Council Chambers of City Hall at 232 East Jackson Street, Macomb, IL.

Deputy City Clerk Corrina Wells called the meeting to order and asked Council to elect a Mayor Pro Tem. 

Alderman Dorsett moved, seconded by Alderman Lavin to appoint Alderman Dennis Moon as Mayor Pro Tem, all Aldermen voting “Aye” and Deputy City Clerk Wells declared the motion carried. 

Members present: Ryan Hansen, Ed Lavin, Louis Gilbert, Mike Inman, Dave Dorsett, Clay Hinderliter, Donald Wynn, and Dennis Moon. Eight Aldermen present and Alderman Tim Lobdell being absent.

Others Present: City Administrator Dean Torreson, Legal Counsel Liz Wilhelm and Deputy City Clerk Corrina Wells. Mayor Wisslead being absent.

First item on the agenda was discussion on request from Public Works to eliminate parking on the North side of 200-300 blocks of Walker Street, East side of 400 block of North Campbell Street and North side of 100-200 blocks of West McDonough Street to aid in snow removal operations.

Public Works Director Walter Burnet reported on a request from Public Works that parking be eliminated on the North side of 200-300 blocks of Walker Street, East side of 400 block of North Campbell Street and changing to the South side of 100-200 blocks of West McDonough Street. It is difficult for City plows to effectively remove snow off streets if vehicles are in the way and by enforcing no parking year round would make Public Works operations run more smoothly during the winter season.  

Alderman Hinderliter expressed concerns on the width of the street on North Campbell and suggested eliminating parking only on snow days to allow plows to navigate without interference.

Public Works Director Burnett replied North Campbell is not on the snow route and it would be difficult to post signs designating days to park or not to park.

Alderman Dorsett spoke in favor of eliminating parking on one side of the street on North Walker year round.
	 
There was no further discussion on this item and will be placed on the October 4 agenda.

Second item was on an ordinance amending the Municipal Code of the City of Macomb by amending Chapter 20 Establishing Standards for the Construction of Facilities on the Rights-of-Way.

Alderman Dorsett expressed concerns on overhead utilities and suggested coming up with a plan to have existing utilities placed underground.

Alderman Lavin reported on complaints of low utility lines and asked what guidelines are available to refer to.

City Administrator Torreson replied State law requires utility lines to be 13 ½ feet above a travel portion and is subject to Council if they wish to incorporate the law by referencing this into the ordinance. 

There was no further discussion on this item.
	 
Third item for discussion was on an ordinance to adopt the Cable/Video Service Provider Fee and PEG Access Support Fee by amending Chapter 14 Licenses and Business Regulations. 
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Alderman Hansen asked what the provider fee is used for, to maintain costs or maintain the equipment. City Administrator Torreson replied the money is used only to replace or maintain equipment for producing and broadcasting. 

There was no further discussion on this item.

Fourth item for discussion was on an ordinance to adopt the Cable & Video Customer Protection Law by amending Chapter 14 Licenses and Business Regulation.

City Attorney Liz Wilhelm asked if Council would like to incorporate the penalty portion into the ordinance.

Alderman Dorsett moved, seconded by Alderman Hansen to recommend the inclusion of the penalty phase into the ordinance, all Aldermen voting “Aye” and Mayor Pro Tem Moon declared the motion carried.

Fifth item for discussion was on the infrastructure projects relating to the increase to the Municipal Retailers and Service Occupation Tax referendum that will be on the November 2, 2010 ballot.

Public Works Director Walter Burnett presented a ten year street improvement plan proposing an additional ½ cent sales tax be placed on the November ballot. The current  ½% cent sales tax went towards reconstructing Stacy Lane and South Ward Street, resurfacing West Jackson, West Jefferson and South Johnson and reconstructing Franklin Street and Compton Park Bridges. Currently the local ½% sales tax generates $900,000 per year and by adding an additional ½% would generate $1,800,000 per year going towards maintaining and repairing streets. By keeping the current sales tax at ½% the City would still be able to maintain West University Drive, Western Avenue, West Adams Street, East Carroll Street and Wigwam Hollow Bridge. By adding an additional ½% sales tax the City’s goal expand to a 20 Year Street Improvement Plan consisting of reconditioning, resurfacing or reconstructing roads and in addition adding drainage throughout the City and taking on any new major projects if they would arise. It is recommended that Council accept the 1/2% cent sales tax plan and make information available to the public before election time. 

Discussion was held in favor of the ½% local sales tax increase, stating it is the fairest tax available, having informational packets available for the public through the City Clerk’s office and placing the site plan map in the lobby at city hall for viewing. 

	Jim Von Kannon, 1406 Maple Avenue expressed concerns with the current bike route markings behind 
	the Police Station and asked why the safe route street program has been put on hold. Public Works Director 
	Walter 	Burnett replied the State has currently denied the City’s application for the program but we plan to 
	resubmit and move forward with our original plan in the near future.  

Alderman Inman reported that Illinois law requires that all vehicles must maintain an appropriate distance from a bicyclist or pedestrian regardless if there are markings or not.

Public Works Director Burnett stated the City is aware of the paint markings behind the Macomb Police station which were done in error and has worked to try to reverse it. 

There was no further discussion on this item.

There being no further business, Alderman Inman moved, seconded by Alderman Dorsett to adjourn, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and Mayor Pro Tem Moon declared the motion carried and they adjourned at 5:47 p.m.

______________________
Deputy City Clerk










						






