Minutes of the Committee of the Whole
Monday, January 24, 2011
5:00 P.M.

The Committee of the Whole of the Macomb City Council met on Monday, January 24, 2011 at 5:00 p.m. in the City Council Chamber of City Hall, 232 East Jackson Street, Macomb, IL.

Mayor Pro Tem Lobdell called the meeting to order.

Members present: Ryan Hansen, Ed Lavin, Louis Gilbert, Mike Inman, Dave Dorsett, Tim Lobdell, Clay Hinderliter, Donald Wynn, Dennis Moon.

Others present: City Clerk Melanie Falk, City Administrator Dean Torreson and Legal Counsel Liz Duvall.

First item was Robin Myers addressing the Council regarding some money issues with the City of Macomb.

Ms. Myers submitted a letter to each Alderman stating that she would like to be taken off the agenda.

Second item was discussion on purchasing a Global Connect Emergency Notification System.

Fire Chief Andy Taylor reported that the City is not able to use the school district’s system since it is only for schools. After some research, this is the least expensive system he was able to find. Chief Taylor also stated that if you have a land-line, you do not have to register and there is no fee. If you have a cell phone and you want to be included in this system, you would have to register your phone. Chief Taylor is very much in favor of this program and benefits all three departments and the City of Macomb.

Alderman Inman stated although he thinks is would be a great benefit for the City, he feels with the current budgetary issues they are facing it is more of a luxury instead of a necessity at this time.

Aldermen Lavin stated he was in support of this program. Three years ago when we were having all the boil orders and with the difficulty in notifying the residents, the department heads were asked to come up with something to help better inform our citizens. These are the types of situations that will be most beneficial.

Alderman Hinderliter stated that he would agree it would help cover a lot of situations and wanted to know if he would have to opt in and pay an additional fee.

Chief Taylor stated there would be no additional charges.

City Administrator Torreson stated that citizens with landlines are automatically included in the notification roster. Citizens with cell phones do have to call in and register.

Alderman Dorsett stated he would prefer to have further discussion on this matter with the General Government committee.

It was the consensus of the council to refer the emergency notification system back to the Public Safety committee for further discussion.

Jim Von Kannon, 1406 Maple Avenue, stated he would thinks telephone costs should be looked into.

Third item of discussion was on the proposed Family or Medical Leave policy.

City Administrator Torreson stated this policy specifically address the intermittent use of family or medical leave which is allowed under the Family or Medical Leave Act. Currently there is an employee who is using time this way and it has raised some issues discussed on staff level and then went to the Personnel committee.

This policy clarifies the following issues:

	*One hour advance notification to supervisor
	*Time shall not be counted as time worked, for purpose of determining overtime
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*If an employee uses any such time during his/her regular shift, and that employee is later called to work on another shift during the same 24 hour period in which the regular shift occurred, that employee will not be eligible for overtime until he/she first works the same number of unpaid family medical leave hours taken earlier in the 24 hour period.
	*Accumulation of holidays, personal days and clothing and cleaning allowance will not be affected 
	by any employee’s intermittent use of family medical leave.
	*Earning of sick leave and vacation shall be prorated to reflect the use of family medical leave.

Mayor Pro Tem Lobdell question the cleaning and clothing allowance being prorated and City Administrator Torreson stated he would check with the Business Office.

Fourth was discussion on an ordinance to amend Section 15-214 of the Municipal Code to designate no parking zones on Madison Street.

City Administrator Torreson stated a petition had been received from Kelly Jameson asking for the 800 and 900 block of North Madison be parking on one side only.

Sheryl Hansen, 813 North Madison, stated she was opposed to the petition because it would limit their parking.

It was the consensus to place this on the February 7 agenda for first reading.

Fifth item of discussion was establishing a yearly fee for businesses going door to door in residential neighborhoods.

Currently our ordinance requires a minimum fee of $300.00 for the first four days and $75.00 for each additional day after that.  There have been several businesses inquire about yearly permits to go door to door. The City does allow businesses that have an established office space in Macomb to go door to door without a permit.

After a brief discussion, Alderman Inman moved, seconded by Alderman Hansen to refer this to the General Government committee for further discussion, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and the motion carried.

Alderman Moon moved, seconded by Alderman Dorsett to adjourn into executive session for appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance or dismissal of an employee of the pubic body or legal counsel for the public body, pursuant to Sec. 2(c)(1) of the Open Meetings Act, on question being put, Aldermen Hansen, Lavin, Gilbert, Inman, Dorsett, Lobdell, Hinderliter, Wynn, Moon being all Aldermen voting “Aye” on roll call and no “Nay” votes, Mayor Pro Tem Lobdell declared the motion carried and they adjourned into executive session at 5:32 p.m.

Alderman Dorsett moved, seconded by Alderman Wynn they adjourned back into open session, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and Mayor Pro Tem Lobdell declare the motion carried and they adjourned back into open session at 5:38 p.m.

There being no further business, Alderman Moon moved, seconded by Alderman Inman to adjourn, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and Mayor Pro Tem Lobdell declared the motion carried and they adjourned at 5:38 p.m.
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		City Clerk


