		
Minutes of the Committee of the Whole Meeting
Monday, January 31, 2011
5:00 p.m.

The Committee of the Whole met on Monday, January 31, 2011 at 5:00 p.m. in the City Council Chambers of City Hall at 232 East Jackson Street, Macomb, IL.

Mayor Mick Wisslead called the meeting to order. 

Members present: Ryan Hansen, Ed Lavin, Mike Inman, Dave Dorsett, Tim Lobdell, Clay Hinderliter and Donald Wynn. Aldermen Louis Gilbert and Dennis Moon being absent.

Others Present: City Administrator Dean Torreson, Legal Counsel Liz Duvall and Deputy City Clerk Corrina Wells. 

First item for discussion on establishing a yearly or monthly fee for businesses going door to door in residential neighborhoods.

Alderman Dorsett reported the General Government Committee recommends making no change to the current policy.
 
Alderman Inman moved, seconded by Alderman Lavin to accept the recommendation of the General Government Committee, all Aldermen voting “Aye” by voice vote and Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried.

Second item for discussion was on penalties for late rental registration payments.

City Administrator Dean Torreson reported in accordance with the City code all owners are required to re-register their properties prior to December 31each year. In 2010 Council changed the rental registration fees as follows; if a property is not registered by December 31 during the month of January the penalty would increase to one and half times the normal fee of $18 totaling $27; if the property was not registered by February 1 late fees would double to $36 with a minimum of $75.00 per unit. In September of 2010 City Council revised registration fees due to several rental owners not paying on time each year. Late fees for the month of January changed from $27 to $75 per unit and if not paid by the end of January went to $150 per unit during the month of February. City Administrator Torreson stated approximately seventy property owners were late this year and did not pay by the December 31 deadline but were probably unaware of the changes. 

Community Development Coordinator Ed Basch reported the memo suggested a compromise for those individuals that had not yet paid be given a onetime break this year with time frames. If the landlords paid between February 7 and 21, they would pay the old 1 ½ times per unit penalty and if they paid between February 21 and March 7, they would pay the old 2 times per unit penalty. If this compromise was approved, we would reimburse those landlords who have paid the late fee in full under the current ordinance. The notification system has not changed in the last three years and this year there were more landlords claiming not to have received the notice. There was an increase of issues with postal delivery in general.

Alderman Dorsett reported the General Government Committee recommends concurring with staff recommendation.

Alderman Lobdell stated he thinks the $75.00 was quite effective getting people motivated to pay their registration and does not feel any sympathy towards landlords who have not attempted to contact the City and feel they should pay the penalty.
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	Jim VonKannon, 1406 Maple Avenue asked for an explanation of the compromise being offered.

City Administrator Torreson explained landlords would be allowed to pay $27 per unit until February 21 and if it is not paid by then, the fee goes up to $36 per unit until March 7 and after that date the fee would be $150 per unit.

Mr. Von Kannon reported he received notification from the City stating this would be the 
	only notice sent out to landlords regarding late rental registration fees. Mr. Von Kannon stated he has 
	two rental properties he paid late fees of $75 each to reregister and stated one property was 
	empty at the time he paid. Landlords do not make a lot of money and feels that $75 is too high and $150 
	is very steep.  

Katie Greuel representing Corridor Management, Campus Pointe and Campus Manor stated there was a change in management effective October 31, 2010 and reported they never received notification resulting in late fees of $26,000 for the 357 rental units they manage. When the office received the memo on the late fees they immediately contacted the corporate office and had the registration fees over nighted paying the minimum late fee per unit. We are asking the City to grant a onetime leniency waiving additional late fees and ask in the future to consider sending certified letters in the event of any changes to City codes.

Alderman Inman stated sending certificated letters to all property owners would be a significant cost to the City.

	Sue Tex, 2001-C West Jackson stated a letter is not mailed and everyone knows the rental fees 
	are due each year at the same time. 

Alderman Hinderliter stated he could not use any of the arguments heard tonight if he was dealing with the State of Illinois and stated that maybe some landlords are in the wrong business. 

Mayor Wisslead stated it might be helpful in the future to add email notification when sending out notices.

Alderman Dorsett moved, seconded by Alderman Hinderliter to deny the Committee’s recommendation 
for a one time waiver for late fees on rental registration, all Aldermen voting “Aye” on voice vote, Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried.

Third item for discussion was on scheduling committee meeting for budget sessions.

City Administrator Dean Torreson stated the City has Committees that meet six times a year to go over the budget and would like to schedule this year’s meetings as follows:

Public Works – February 4 at 9:00 a.m.
	Public Safety Committee – February 11at 8 a.m.
	General Government Committee – February 9 at 8:00 a.m.
Community Development Committee – February 16 at 8:00 a.m.
Personnel Committee – February 17 at 3:00 p.m.
Transportation and Pool Committee – February 23 at 8:00 a.m.
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Public Works Director Walter Burnett reported the City has issued a snow emergency effective at 6:00 p.m. this evening. Public Works will be working 24/7 starting at 11:30 p.m. with all personnel working split shifts to clear City streets with the assistance of the Macomb Police Department and would like the cooperation of the public. Clearing streets is the number one priority at this time with the downtown square and area parking lots being cleared last. 

There being no further business, Alderman Lobdell moved, seconded by Alderman Dorsett to adjourn, all Aldermen  voted “Aye” and Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried and they adjourned at 5:38 p.m.


_____________________
Deputy City Clerk





