Minutes of the Committee of the Whole Meeting
Monday, February 14, 2011
5:00 p.m.

The Committee of the Whole met on Monday, February 1, 2011 at 5:00 p.m. in the City Council Chambers of City Hall at 232 East Jackson Street, Macomb, IL.

Mayor Pro Tem Tim Lobdell called the meeting to order. 

Deputy Clerk Corrina Wells called the roll call and the following were present, Ryan Hansen, Ed Lavin, Louis 
Gilbert, Mike Inman, Dave Dorsett, Tim Lobdell, Clay Hinderltier, Don Wynn and Dennis Moon. Nine Aldermen being present. Mayor Pro Tem Lobdell declared a quorum present for the transaction of business. In addition to the Mayor Pro Tem, Deputy Clerk, and Aldermen, City Administrator Dean Torreson and 
Legal Counsel Liz Duvall was present. Mayor Wisslead being absent.

First item for discussion was a proposed policy for the public comment section at the city meetings.

Mayor Pro Tem Lobdell moved, seconded by Alderman Moon to move all public comment sections forward on all of the agendas, all Aldermen voting “Aye” and no “Nay” votes, Mayor Pro Tem Lobdell declared the motion carried.

Mayor Pro Tem Lobdell read the Public Comment Policy as stated:

Public comments portion of the City Council and Committee of the Whole meetings will be conducted on the first and third Monday of each month and the second and fourth Monday of each month. 

Citizens wishing to address the city council will be limited to three minutes and must be brief and concise in making their remarks. Each citizen, before addressing the council, shall be required to sign a card designated by the city clerk, stating their name, address, phone number and the topic they are speaking about. Cards will be available at 6:30 p.m. the night of City Council meeting in council chambers and 4:30 p.m. the night of Committee of the Whole meetings in council chambers. Citizens addressing the council should restrict their remarks to the City of Macomb issues. 

City Clerk Melanie Falk stated new legislation pertaining to the open meetings act requires a public comment section for all public meetings within your government and be posted. There are several other municipalities which use the three minute rule. 

Alderman Inman asked if the policy is adopted will comments be addressed at the beginning of each meeting. Mayor Pro Tem Lobdell replied yes.

Alderman Hansen asked if the statue allows for these limitations being put forth. City Clerk Falk replied yes and copies will be available in the Clerk’s office.

	Jim Von Kannon. 1406 Maple Avenue asked if you will be allowed to speak more than one time.
	Mayor Pro Tem Lobdell replied yes on open public comments on agenda items but if 
	you are addressing council on your own item it will be limited to one. 

	Mr. Von Kannon asked what the time frame to turn cards in is. Mayor Pro Tem Lobdell 
	replied you can turn in cards before each meeting.

Alderman Lavin stated these cards are for items that do not pertain to the agenda. 
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Alderman Dorsett moved, seconded by Alderman Inman to place the above item on the consent agenda for Tuesday. February 22 Council meeting, all Aldermen voting “Aye” and no “Nay” votes, Mayor Pro Tem Lobdell declared the motion carried.

Second item for discussion was on entering into an intergovernmental agreement with Western Illinois University Television Services for televising City meetings on Channel 15.

City Administrator Dean Torreson reported the General Government Committee has recommended a proposed agreement between the City and University TV represented by Mike Taylor effective April 1, 2011 to advertise all City meetings at a cost of $1,000 per month. The contract has no fixed term and would automatically renew each year.  

Ryan Hansen asked how we would set limits on additional money being paid above the minimum $1,000 per month. 

City Administrator Torreson replied second quarter the City will receive PEG money from Comcast estimated at $10,000 a year for purchasing equipment only and to upgrade equipment. WIU requested replacing one piece of equipment to be purchased by the City making it necessary for WIU to broadcast City meetings.  

Alderman Dorsett stated as an overview the $1,000 per month is for contractual fees of services, the current system will be housed in house and updated using PEG funds going forward, any equipment WIU requires must be justified through the City and there were zero bids for services. 

Alderman Lavin stated the City was due for equipment updates in order to keep up with technology.

It was a consensus to place the above item on the agenda for Tuesday, February 22 Council meeting.

Third item for discussion was on moving the Saturday Farmers Market to Carroll Street between Lafayette and Randolph Streets.

Dan Livermore representing Macomb Area Chamber of Commerce and Downtown Development Corporation reported the Chamber has been working with the Farmers Market Board who eventually would like to form a committee under the chamber. It was suggested to move Saturday’s market by making it more visible and accessible for the community by utilizing Chandler Park which could be used for entertainment, promotions and parents could shop while their children play in the park. When speaking with businesses that would be affected in this area they expressed no concerns at this time.  

Alderman Inman asked Mr. Liverpool to explain how this could affect any previously scheduled events. 

Mr. Livermore stated he has contacted Al Sears and several other organizations that hold events on Randolph Street each year and they had no concerns. There is no market during homecoming and Jude Kiah representing Go West stated they would advertise one bus route stop to be interrupted but had no objection to the change. The block of Carroll Street would be closed from 7:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. May through October.    

Alderman Moon spoke against closing any streets in the downtown area and stated one business in particular has misunderstood the day in which the market would be held believing it was Thursdays not Saturdays. I understand the market has been moved in the past but do not think that a permanent move would be good. 
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Alderman Lavin asked Mr. Liverpool if he would be willing to revisit Sports Corner, the Dr.’s Office and DJ’s Steakhouse to get clarification from those businesses that this is acceptable.

Mr. Liverpool replied yes he would gladly check again to assure the days are correct in which the market will be held and stated DJ’S Steakhouse did come back and state they could use this to their advantage.

Alderman Hansen spoke in favor of moving the Saturday Market closer to Chandler Park unless the majority of businesses would object. 

Mayor Pro Tem Lobdell stated the Market has been relocated in the past to the parking lot behind Aurileos and Randolph Street due to work being done on the square.

Alderman Dorsett stated this is another event moving towards the Chandler Park area in which the City has never clarified an overall plan of what Chandler Park is to be used for and feel we need to look into this matter more closely. 

Alderman Hinderliter suggested using all three sides of Chandler Park east, west and south which would not block streets and traffic would not be interrupted. .

It was a consensus to have Mr. Liverpool revisit the businesses in the area which would be affected and bring back to Council in two weeks for further discussion.

Fourth item for discussion was on authorizing the elimination of the Cable TV Fund and establishing a PEG Fund. 

City Administrator Dean Torreson reported he has been working with Business Office Manager Vicky Williams and the General Government Committee to come up with a plan to eliminate the Cable TV Fund and establish a PEG fund. The recommendation is to transfer the balance out of the Cable TV Fund into the General Fund until a “PEG Fund” is established. PEG fund is restricted to purchasing TV equipment only and is the intention of the City to update their broadcasting equipment prior to the April 1 conversion. This allows a deficit to run and to be made up by May 1 of the new fiscal year when PEG money becomes available and feels this is the best way to keep the money separated.  

Alderman Inman moved, seconded by Alderman Dorsett to place the above item on the consent agenda for Tuesday, February 22 Council meeting, all “Aldermen voting “Aye” and no “Nay” votes, Mayor Pro Tem Lobdell declared the motion carried.

Fifth item for discussion was on an ordinance amendment for pole sign regulations within Adams Street Mixed Use Zoning District.

Community Coordinator Ed Basch reported the Planning Commission met on February 9 and recommends the Adams Street Mixed District to allow pole sign regulations to be amended. Business owners stated when Adams Street Mixed District was adopted the sign regulations were to be identical to the downtown district and that pole signs & LED signs of any kind were to be prohibited. The recommendation is to allow smaller pole signs on Adams Street at a 12’ height and 24’ sign face which would not dominate the street scope. Other Cities for example, Urbana allow 12’ signs by 20’-30’ wide which are located in a campus area. 
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Alderman Dorsett asked if the signs would be illuminated or not? Community Development Coordinator Basch replied yes they would be.

Alderman Moon spoke in favor of monument signs but spoke against poles signs of any height and asked if existing businesses brought this item forward. Community Coordinator Basch replied existing businesses did bring this to my attention.  

Alderman Lobdell concurs with Alderman Moon and feels we are looking for a certain overall look in this area.

Alderman Wynn asked what was decided when the Adams Street Mixed study was conducted. Community Development Coordinator Basch replied nothing in the study pertained to signs.

Alderman Lavin asked if there is a setback for new businesses on Adams Street. Community Development Coordinator Basch stated yes a minimum of six feet maximum fifteen feet from sidewalks and existing buildings a 20’ set back.

Alderman Dorsett moved, seconded by Alderman Moon to deny the request to amend the ordinance for pole sign regulations in the Adams Street Mixed Use Zoning District, all Aldermen voting “Aye” and no “Nay” votes, Mayor Pro Tem Lobdell declared the motion carried. 

Sixth item for discussion was on authorization to replace the dump bed on the 1998 International tandem truck in the amount of $11, 585.00.

Public Works Director Walter Burnett stated originally this request was set for the FY 2011/2012 budget but is recommending coming forward at this time due to the condition of the truck. The truck is used for plowing in winter and had recent repairs last year and if approved would extend the service life of the truck another five to seven years. The lowest bid was $11,585 for replacement and seeks council’s approval to move forward with the purchase.  

Alderman Gilbert asked what normal life expectancy of the truck is.  Public Works Director Burnett replied we are ten years past life expectancy already but the truck is still in good shape. 

City Administrator Dean Torreson asked if it would possible to transfer the new bed to another truck when we trade it in. Public Works Director Burnett replied yes it would be taken into consideration at that time.

There was no further discussion on the above item.

Alderman Inman moved, seconded by Alderman Lavin to place the above item on the consent agenda for Tuesday, February 22 Council meeting, all Aldermen voting “Aye” and no “Nay” votes, Mayor Pro Tem Lobdell declared the motion carried. 

Seventh item for discussion was on discussion/update on the snow removal during February 2 snow storms.

Public Works Director Walter Burnett reported the County and City are working to receive federal reimbursement from the state, with the County qualifying at $107,000 and the City including direct and indirect costs qualifying at $53,000. The State will need to meet a 16 million dollar threshold before funds would be distributed. If met the next step would be turning in the paperwork to FEMA for the Federal Government to determine refunds. The City can expect approximately $25,000 in reimbursements which covers costs of 
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contracts and in addition the City would be eligible for motor fuel tax this year. At this time the City is on target with this current year’s current budget.

Eighth item for discussion was on an ordinance to amend the Personnel Policy for the City of Macomb, McDonough County, Illinois.

City Administrator Dean Torreson reported Family Medical Leave previously discussed on intermittent use of FML has determined and set up guidelines and procedures for the business office to follow when someone is off on leave.

It was a consensus to have second reading next week.

Alderman Moon moved, seconded by Alderman Dorsett to adjourn into executive session for the purpose of a)Appointment, employment, compensation discipline, performance and dismissal of an employee of the public body or legal counsel for the public body, pursuant to Sec. 2 © (1) of the open Meetings Act, all Aldermen Hansen, Lavin, Gilbert, Inman, Dorsett, Lobdell, Hinderliter, Wynn and Moon voting “Aye” and no “Nay” votes, Mayor Pro Tem Lobdell declared the motion carried and they adjourned into executive session at 5:48 p.m.

Alderman Inman moved, seconded by Alderman Dorsett to adjourn back into Open Session, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and Mayor Pro Tem Lobdell declared the motion carried and they adjourned back into Open Session at 5:59 p.m.

There being no further business, Alderman Moon moved, seconded by Alderman Lavin to adjourn, all Aldermen  voted “Aye” and Mayor Pro Tem Lobdell declared the motion carried and they adjourned at 
5:59 p.m.

_____________________
Deputy City Clerk

