Minutes of the Committee of the Whole Meeting
Monday, February 28, 2011
5:00 p.m.

The Committee of the Whole met on Monday, February 28, 2011 at 5:00 p.m. in the City Council Chambers of City Hall at 232 East Jackson Street, Macomb, IL.

Mayor Wisslead called the meeting to order. 

Members present: Ryan Hansen, Ed Lavin, Louis Gilbert, Mike Inman, Dave Dorsett, Tim Lobdell, Clay Hinderliter, Donald Wynn and Dennis Moon. 

Others Present: City Administrator Dean Torreson, Legal Counsel Liz Duvall and Deputy City Clerk Corrina Wells. 

There was no public comment at this time.

First item for discussion was on moving the Saturday Farmers Market to Carroll Street between Lafayette and Randolph Streets.

Dan Livermore representing the Downtown Area Chamber of Commerce reported after revisiting the owners of Sports Corner it was unanimous all businesses on Carroll Street support moving Saturdays Farmers Market to the Chandler Park area allowing Carroll Street to be closed off. There was one business who opposed blocking off Carroll Street, Jim Buick owner of Aurelio’s spoke against disrupting traffic during business hours. 

Mayor Wisslead reported there is parking signs posted with a two hour minimum on Carroll Street.

Alderman Wynn asked if vendors could back into the parking spaces towards the park to sale items. Mr. Livermore replied yes.

Alderman Dorsett suggested utilizing parking spaces on all three sides of Chandler Park allowing vendors to sale items so traffic would not be disrupted.

Alderman Inman spoke in support of Alderman Dorsett’s suggestion.

Alderman Lavin asked how many vendors participate on Saturdays. Mr. Livermore replied roughly eighteen to twenty depending on the season.

Alderman Hansen expressed concerns on safety issues if traffic was not stopped. 

Alderman Inman moved, seconded by Alderman Lavin to allow Saturday’s Farmers Market be moved to Chandler Park allowing vendors to park on all three sides and not closing off Carroll Street, all Aldermen voting “Aye” and Alderman Hansen voting “Nay”, Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried.

Second item for discussion was on an ordinance to amend Chapter 15, Article X, and Impoundment of Motor Vehicles Used in Certain Offences.

Police Chief Curt Barker suggests amending the ordinance allowing officers the right to impound vehicles of offenders who do not follow the law and charge an impoundment fee of $500.00. Currently there are twenty municipalities using this program and fifteen charging a fee of $500.00. There is no cost associated to the City if the amendment was passed only to whom commits the crime.  
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Alderman Lobdell asked how the education aspect could be implemented and made available for new residents relocating to the area. Chief Barker replied during orientation week at Western we promote the hand tag program and would address this issue at that time.

Alderman Inman spoke in support of incorporating this into the hand tag program.

Alderman Hinderliter asked if there was a downside to the program. Chief Barker replied there would be costs upfront to expand the impoundment lot but eventually the costs would be recouped through fines and phased in overtime to cover the expansion.

Alderman Inman moved, seconded by Alderman Gilbert to amend Chapter 15, Article X, Impoundment of Motor Vehicles Used in Certain Offenses, all Aldermen voting “Aye” and no “Nay” votes, Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried.

Third item for discussion was on an ordinance for not disconnecting water when businesses have not paid their water bill.

City Administrator Dean Torreson reported business owners expressed concerns if their water is shut off it will make it harder to pay their bill in the future.  The current code states in section (d) “Any business whose account remains unpaid on the day of turn-off will be assessed a fee in the city fee schedule” allowing water not to be disconnected. 

Mayor Wisslead questioned why should businesses be held to different standards?

Alderman Lobdell stated as a previous business owner it does make a difference on which bill you pay if your utilities are going to be shut off and recommends eliminating Section D of the City Code to solve the problem. 

Alderman Inman moved, seconded by Alderman Gilbert to eliminate Section 23-83. (d) in the ordinance, all Aldermen voting “Aye” and no “Nay” votes, Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried.

Fourth item for discussion was on the City of Macomb mowing properties in violation of the city code.

Community Development Coordinator Ed Basch reported currently the city contracts out to Sully’s Lawn Care for mowing services at a rate of $45.00 per hour. Mr. Bell, owner of Sully’s has agreed to continue this service  the next two years at $45.00 per hour with a minimum of one hour being billable in increments of thirty minutes after the first hour. Property owners who are in violation of the city code are required to receive a onetime letter per season and if the property owner does not respond, services are contracted out and the owner is billed $75.00 in fees for the first mowing and $100.00 an hour for each successful mowing per season after. The Public Works Committee recommends renewing Sully’s mowing contract. 

Mayor Wisslead stated the fee was raised two years ago and recommends raising the fee by $10.00 each time the property is mowed per season. 

Alderman Lobdell spoke in favor of renewing Sully’s contract but would like more discussion regarding additional $10.00 fees and feels it should be handled separately.

Alderman Lobdell moved, seconded by Alderman Wynn to renew Sully’s Lawn Care service for one year and place on the consent agenda for Monday, March 7 Council meeting, all Aldermen voting “Aye” and no “Nay” votes, Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried.
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Fifth item for discussion was on a request from Rod Gordon, Grant Street Apartments, to waive the penalty fees for their late rental registration.

Community Development Coordinator Ed Basch reported Rod Gordon, owner of Grant Street Apartments paid regular registration fees on January 27 and asked what could be done to waive any late penalty fees being charged due to their delayed payment. I encouraged Mr. Gordon write a letter addressing his thoughts in which he did. 

Alderman Dorsett asked if Mr. Gordon was present to address the Council. CDC Basch replied no he is out of town at this time.

Alderman Dorsett moved, seconded by Alderman Hinderliter to deny the request to waive the late penalty fees for Grant Street Apartments, all Aldermen voting “Aye” and no “Nay” votes, Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried. 

Sixth item for discussion was on proposals received for the University Drive Improvement Project.

Public Works Director Walter Burnett reported on February 15 bids were open for the University Drive Project and Improvements budgeted at $750,000. Two bids were received, Laverdiere Construction for $955,588.48 and R.A. Cullinan & Sons for $975,377.60 with both proposals exceeding the project budget. The proposal and proposal specifications were reviewed by Public Works and Hanson Engineering determining a need for an alternate design change to reduce project costs. Hanson Engineering recommended four alternatives: 1) Using a non-polymerized surface verses the polymerized surface; 2) Reducing depth of HMA surface course from 2” to 1.2”; 3) eliminating less severe patching on streets; 4) eliminating installation of a new storm sewer. Hanson Engineering does not recommend item 1 and 2 and reported Laverdiere construction is aware of the recommended changes and is fully responsive. 

Alderman Inman asked if two lanes are repaired instead of all four how would you determine which side is done first. Public Works Director Burnett stated further investigation on the decay of all four lanes would need to be conducted before determining which side would be completed first.  

Alderman Dorsett recommends stopping at Western Avenue and moving forward with what was originally budgeted.

Alderman Lavin spoke in favor of doing University Drive now and in a year complete all four lanes which has been planned for several years.

Alderman Hansen stated citizens of Macomb just passed a ½ cent sales tax showing they do want streets fixed in Macomb and spoke in favor of the compromise.

Alderman Lobdell spoke in favor of stopping at Western Avenue and suggested waiting a year to complete other streets throughout the City for example Carroll Street. PWD Burnett stated it would be better to wait until the water main project is approved before we start on Carroll.

Alderman Moon stated he has been against this project from the beginning and expressed doing nothing until the state contributes to repairs of the roads due to the use of public transit and recommends using money previously set aside for other streets throughout the City in need of repair.
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City Administrator Dean Torreson stated the City set aside and budgeted $750,000 a year ago estimated by Hansen Engineering to repair University Drive and Western Avenue from the intersection to where University  goes west again and to install an inch an half overlay with little white topping.

Alderman Inman asked what can be done to maintain the bus stop on western at university and asked if white topping would be an option. PWD Burnett replied at this time patching is the only option but it is still open for negotiations with contractors.

Discussion was held that bids were good for forty five days and these are Macomb’s streets and the City should be responsible to  maintain them.  

Alderman Inman moved, seconded by Alderman Dorsett to stop the project at Western Avenue, all Aldermen voting “Aye” and Alderman Moon voting “Nay”, Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried.

Seventh item for discussion was on increasing the water, sewer, and garbage rate and cemetery fees.

Public Works Director Walter Burnett reported rate projections this year are in line from last year for water, sewer and garbage and is recommending a 5% increase in water this year and a 3% increase in sewer next year.
Currently rates are as follows: Water rates inside City limit $4.78 and outside $25.78, sewer rates $3.12 per 100 cubic feet, garbage rates at $16.75 per month.

City Administrator Dean Torreson reported in the next few years both water towers will need painted inside and out estimated at $800,000 in addition replacement of mains on University Drive estimated at two million dollars will be needed and suggests it is in the City’s best interest to increase rates and look into bonding to defray costs for future maintenance and repairs. 

Jim Von Kannon, 1406 Maple Avenue asked if the 4.78% rate includes the increase this year. City Administrator Torreson replied 4.78% is the current rate. Mr. Von Kannon asked when the microfiltration plant will be available online and expressed concerns that the City will not be able to maintain wages at a rate of 4.78%.  Public Works Director Burnett replied mid April the microfiltration plant will be accessible online.

Alderman Lobdell moved, seconded by Alderman Hinderliter to approve an increase in water rates by 5% this year and 3% on sewer rates next year, all Aldermen voting “Aye” and no “Nay” votes, Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried.

Public Works Director Burnett reported currently sewer rates are $3.12 per 100 cubic feet and garbage rates are $16.75 per month and is recommending an increase to $17.00 per month on garbage. 

Alderman Inman moved, seconded by Alderman Lobdell to approve 1.49% increase on garbage and sewer rates, all Aldermen voting “Aye” and no “Nay” votes, Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried.

Public Works Director Burnett reported current rates on cemetery fees for plots, opening and closings are $500.00, cremations $250.00, mausoleum $350.00, columbarium $500.00, columbarium interment $250.00 and maintenance fees $50.00. The recommendation is to increase fees on cemetery plots, openings and closings to $550.00, cremations to $300.00 – weekends to $385.00, mausoleum to $400.00 – weekends to $540.00, columbarium to $555.00 – columbarium interment to $275.00, maintenance fees to $75.00 and add a new monument location fee of $25.00.
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Alderman Dorsett moved, seconded by Alderman Lobdell to approve a 10% increase on cemetery fees, all Aldermen voting “Aye” and no “Nay” votes, Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried.

Aldermen Moon suggests eventually moving the cemetery maintenance fee into the general fund.

Eighth item for discussion was on a resolution encouraging Macomb landlords and managers of rental properties larger than a duplex to offer on-site recycling services to their tenants.

Chris Zimmerman, 900 North Madison spoke in favor of landlords and manages representing rental properties larger than a duplex to offer renters an option of on-site recycling services and feels this will take a joint collaboration between Western and the City to make this happen.

Alderman Dorsett moved, seconded by Alderman Lobdell to place the above item on the consent agenda for Monday, March 7 Council meeting, all Aldermen voting “Aye” and no “Nay” votes, Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried.

Mayor Wisslead reported there have been complaints the City is not maintaining streets and parking lots in the Kmart parking area. The City does not own Kmart or Rialto Theater’s Parking lots and recently the City sent both businesses letters asking for their cooperation in maintaining their roadways. 

There being no further business, Alderman Lobdell moved, seconded by Alderman Dorsett to adjourn, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried and they adjourned at 6:08 p.m.


_____________________
Deputy City Clerk



