Minutes of the Committee of the Whole Meeting
Monday, July 25, 2011
5:00 p.m.

The Committee of the Whole met on Monday, July 25, 2011 at 5:00 p.m. in the City Council Chambers of City Hall at 232 East Jackson Street, Macomb, Illinois.

Mayor Inman called the meeting to order. 

Members present: Kay Hill, Louis Gilbert, Tom Koch, Dave Dorsett, Tim Lobdell, Clay Hinderliter, Donald Wynn and Dennis Moon. Eight Aldermen being present and Alderman Ryan Hansen being absent. 

Others Present: City Administrator Dean Torreson, Legal Counsel Kristen Petrie and Deputy City Clerk Corrina Wells. City Treasurer Ron Ward being absent.

There were no public comments. 
	
First item for discussion was on an ordinance to authorize the issuance of a special use permit to establish a residential use in a B-3 Downtown Business Zoning District at 135 South Lafayette Street. 

Alderman Hinderltier reported there was no recommendation from the Community Development Committee.

Alderman Koch expressed concerns there could be future problems if this was approved.

Alderman Lobdell spoke against the permit and had previously spoken against a similar issue on Jackson Street.

Alderman Hill reported no businesses or citizen expressed opposition that she was aware of.

Alderman Dorsett stated he had spoke to several downtown businesses and found no one in favor.

	Penny Lawyer, Macomb Downtown Chamber Commerce reported the Chamber Board had not  
made a decision since the Planning Commission met prior to their meeting. The Chamber Board of Directors did meet July 20 discussing the plans and recommended a motion to be consistent in supporting a commercial downtown area and allowing upper living space only.

Alderman Hinderltier stated historically there have never been residents at ground level in the business district by intent. If the ordinance was granted, an owner occupied building who changed hands would automatically revert back to the general intent as a business district only when sold.

Alderman Moon concurs with Alderman Hinderliter and questioned what architectural controls we have on the facade of the buildings. Alderman Dorsett replied there are no controls historical on the outward appearance of the buildings. The IHPA states anything over fifty years old counts as historic and if the owner changed the façade they would have to go through the historic preservation committee.

	Anthony Ashenhurst, 411 South Pearl Street, stated the outward appearance of the building is not my 
main concern, the upgrade and modernization of the building and bringing up to code is the intention and would have no objection filing an application out to be able to move forward. The address of the building is 135 South Lafayette and has never been used as a retail space and is not suitable for retail space due to the lack of space for inventory and would be better rented than sitting vacant. The comprehensive plan refers to buildings facing the courthouse and my building at 135 South Lafayette does not. In reviewing the ordinance and comprehensive plan both are lacking consistency. The planning commission approved 9-2 a special use permit and feels each property should be dealt with on an individual basis. It is my intention to enhance the downtown area of Macomb and believe converting the downstairs of the property into an upscale apartment would do so. 
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No further discussion on the above item.

Second item for discussion was on an ordinance to amend the Unified Development Code by amending Sections 17-42 of the Unified Development Code (Accessory Buildings).

David Miller, 903 West Piper stated he would like to build a garage at 830 West Piper since there is not adequate space for a garage at his current resident. The house which was located 830 West Piper burnt down in January and the owners have no intention to rebuild. The garage was not damaged and has agreed on a price to buy the garage only from the current owners. The planning commission voted down an ordinance change and recommended a special use permit and would be willing to follow their recommendation. 

Alderman Gilbert stated he does not have a problem with the purchase of the garage but has concerns that issues could arise if the property changes owners.

Aldermen Lobdell spoke in support asking if this was a buildable lot and what happens if the property was sold separate down the road. Community Development Coordinator Bash stated it was a buildable lot and if the house was to sell and not the garage then zoning codes automatically revert back and residents within a 100’ area would be eligible to purchase the lot. The planning commission’s concerns were if a blanket change to the ordinance occurred there would be a loss of control and they would like the opportunity to look at each individual size structure on an individual basis and stated by changing the definition there is no limit on accessory structure size.  

Alderman Hinderliter spoke in favor of the planning commission’s recommendation but not in favor of an ordinance change.

City Attorney Petrie stated concerns over a blanket change in the ordinance would create a gap in which wasn’t  provided in other areas of the ordinances and to allow a special use would still accommodate requests and address concerns the planning commission had brought forth.

No further discussion on the above item.

Third item for discussion was on an ordinance to authorize the rezoning of 20 parcels in the 300 Block of McArthur Street, 100 through 400 Blocks of West Calhoun Street, 400 through 500 Blocks of West Carroll Street and 400 Block of West Jackson street from current zoning to proposed zoning.

Alderman Dorsett stated the intent is to update land use to more modern times. 

No further discussion on the above item.

Fourth item for discussion was on a right-of-way infringing use agreement with the Sibbings on Old Burlington Road for placement of garbage totes.

Alderman Dorsett asked if all parties concerns had been taken care of. 

Community Coordinator Ed Basch stated yes and reported Public Works Operations Manager Jason Bainter requested no utilities be built atop of either line and is in on the right-of-way of the City.
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Alderman Moon asked if there were any other utilities in the area and suggests including into the agreement that the City is not responsible for any damages. CDC Basch recommends Sibbings to do a JULIE since it is on our right-of-way. 

Alderman Dorsett moved, seconded by Alderman Lobdell to place the above item on the consent agenda for Monday, August 1 Council meeting, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and no “Nay” votes, Mayor Inman declared the motion carried. 

Fifth item for discussion was on a part-time secretarial position for City Hall.

City Administrator Torreson stated a joint proposal from the Mayor, City Attorney and himself was submitted recommending hiring a part time secretary due to offices being closed at different times during the day. They are proposing a permanent part time position, 20 hours per week year around. This position would be a Grade 12 Step 1, no health insurance but would provide social security, pension, and Medicare, unemployment and workers compensation. Salary would be $15,700 with the original budget being larger than the amended budget by $50,000, the costs could easily be split among these offices.

Alderman Koch asked if an assessment had been done over the years when people are gone. City Administrator Torreson replied no. 

Alderman Lobdell stated he was one who complained when people did not answer phones at City Hall and suggests posting office hours especially over the lunch hour and stated if the City restructured the employees there would be no need to hire additional help. 

Aldermen Hill and Hinderltier spoke in support of a hiring a part time employee.

City Administrator Torreson stated this position has more to do with covering when an employee is off not just the lunch hour. 

City Attorney Petrie stated their office is closed on Tuesday mornings due to going to court and spoke in favor of hiring a part time secretary.

Alderman Dorsett spoke against the position.

Discussion was held on how the City managed in the past with the number of employees on staff and questioned why the City needs additional help at this time. 

Alderman Hinderliter moved, seconded by Alderman Wynn to place the above item on the agenda for Monday, August 1 Council meeting, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and no “Nay” votes, Mayor Inman declared the motion carried. 

Sixth item for discussion was on the bids for North Charles Street Improvements.

City Administrator Torreson reported on Friday bids were opened to replace four blocks of water main on North Charles Street and reconstruct two blocks of pavement. Three bids were received on the water main portion with the engineers estimate at $171,000. The low bid was from Weimelt Construction for $18,659, 9% over the engineer’s estimate. Recommendation from the Engineers and Public Works is to accept the low bid and complete the project this fall.
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 The street reconstruction part received one bid from Laverdiere Construction coming in 19% what was the amount over the estimate. Recommendation from the Committee was to rebid this portion of the project this winter and complete this phase in summer of 2012 when school is out.

No further discussion on the above item.

Seventh item for discussion as on construction services agreement with McClure Engineering for North Charles Street Improvements.

City Administrator Torreson reported Eric Moe from McClure Engineering estimated bids for the total construction services on both water and street at $53,200 with the water main portion being 35% of the cost.
Construction inspection services would be around $18,600 for the water main portion only. 

No further discussion on the above item.

Eighth item for discussion was on quotes received to purchase a Tandem truck and One Ton truck for the Public Works Department.

City Administrator Torreson provided a memo to quotes on purchase Public Works Truck. Public Works has budgeted $115,000 to replace a 1988 Ford Louisville tandem truck to be auctioned off. The truck chassis and body/snowplow is to be purchased from separate vendors. Prairie Archway bid a State bid price of $71,996 on the truck chassis. The Dump Body and Snow Plow received three bids, Koenig bid $39,218, Knapheide bid $40,250 and Monroe bid $37,010. Recommendation is to purchase the chassis from Prairie Archway and the body from Monroe for a total of $109,006.

Alderman Lobdell moved, seconded by Alderman Moon to place the above item on the consent agenda for Monday, August 1 Council meeting, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and no “Nay” votes, Mayor Inman declared the motion carried. 

Ninth item for discussion was on reducing certain water fees for the City of Macomb.

Alderman Lobdell questioned the difference in cost for Special Assessment Connection Fee B and C. Water Treatment Plant Manager Kent Cox stated both are defined geographical areas located throughout the City and depending on which area you live clarification accessing the correct fee needs to be determined by building and zoning since water fees vary. The Business office has requested water fees be brought back in line rather than being included in the rate increase. 

Alderman Lobdell moved, seconded by Alderman Dorsett to place the above item on the agenda for Monday, August 1 Council meeting, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and no “Nay” votes, Mayor Inman declared the motion carried. 

Tenth item for discussion was on creating an ordinance for Cross Connection Control Program for drinking water for the City of Macomb.

Water Treatment Plant Supervisor Kent Cox stated a cross connection control ordinance to protect the public water supply system from contamination or pollution was in place when revisions were dropped leaving a gap in the ordinance. To fill these gap a recommendation to repeal the previous ordinance and replace with a revised version meeting State guidelines. 
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City Attorney Petrie stated the State mandates policies and in 1988 a version of the cross connection was passed 
and adopted by the City and placed into the code. At some point the revision left the code leaving a gap in sec. 25 and 46. In 2005, the State revised a full version creating a water Section which became Chapter 23. We are 
looking at repealing the previous ordinance to reflect the states changes since we do not know what happened to the original ordinance.  

Alderman Moon asked if drafted, who is responsible for the inspection and if this is a mandated program would it require more man power? City Attorney Petrie replied the City Water Superintendent is who the state requires to complete the inspections.

Water Treatment Plant Supervisor Cox stated there are companies who are certified to do these inspections. The Fire Department and the Water Treatment plant do have a certified cross connection person but the City is not required to do the inspection ourselves only to oversee that the inspection has been completed. 

Alderman Lobdell asked which businesses would be affected. Water Treatment Plant Supervisor Cox answered businesses needing a building permit and submitting plans would have to meet these requirements which falls under the plumbing code and is a part of the current ordinance. 

Discussion was held on the gap in the current code and costs to businesses owners.

No further discussion on the above item.

Alderman Moon moved, seconded by Alderman Lobdell to adjourn into executive session for the purpose of a) Collective bargaining matters between the public body and its employees or representatives, or deliberations concerning salary schedules for one or more classes of employees, pursuant to Sec. 2© (2) of the Open Meetings Act, on question being put, Aldermen Hill, Gilbert, Koch, Dorsett, Lobdell, Hinderliter, Wynn and Moon being all Aldermen voting “Aye” on roll call and no “Nay” votes, Mayor Inman declared the motion carried and they adjourned into executive session at 6:27 p.m.

Alderman Lobdell moved, seconded by Alderman Dorsett to adjourn back into Open Session, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and Mayor Inman declared the motion carried and they adjourned back into Open Session at 6:49 p.m.

There being no further business, Alderman Dorsett moved, seconded by Alderman Lobdell to adjourn, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and Mayor Inman declared the motion carried and they adjourned at 6:49 p.m.

____________________
Deputy City Clerk








