Minutes of the Committee of the Whole Meeting
Monday, August 8, 2011
5:00 p.m.

The Committee of the Whole met on Monday, August 8, 2011 at 5:00 p.m. in the City Council Chambers of City Hall at 232 East Jackson Street, Macomb, Illinois.

Mayor Inman called the meeting to order. 

Members present: Kay Hill, Louis Gilbert, Tom Koch, Dave Dorsett, Tim Lobdell, Clay Hinderliter and Donald Wynn. Seven Aldermen being present and Aldermen Ryan Hansen and Dennis Moon being absent. 

Others Present: City Administrator Dean Torreson, Legal Counsel Kristen Petrie and Deputy City Clerk Corrina Wells. City Treasurer Ron Ward being absent.

Alderman Ryan Hansen arrived at 5:03 p.m.

There were no public comments. 
	
First item for discussion was a presentation from Macomb Rotary Club on a proposed green space on West Jackson Street. 

City Administrator Dean Torreson stated he had informed the Council, the grant money that was left over from the project could be spend on the site either as a long-term maintenance fund or for enhancements to the property. This was incorrect. The money that was left over must be used in the next few months for capital improvements only. 

Bruce Biagini, representing both Macomb Rotary Clubs, presented a proposal to improve the area on West Jackson Street converting into green space. Highway 336 is the new front door to the City and suggests Rotary work with the City to enhance the appearance of the area making it a passive green space. In the future, we would like to work with WIU to incorporate art sculptures throughout the property. 

Alderman Lobdell expressed concerns on long term costs the City may endeavor on the upkeep and maintenance, but does encourage the City to spend the money before we lose it.

Alderman Dorsett asked about the “Attic” regarding an easement if necessary.

Community Coordinator Ed Basch stated the Attic has been approached and we are currently working with the owner to come up with something that works for both parties. 	

Alderman Hinderliter stated he felt the fencing should be completed and suggested referring the fence portion to the Public Safety Committee.

Alderman Dorsett moved, seconded by Alderman Lobdell to place the above item on the agenda for Monday, August 15, City Council meeting.

Second item for discussion was on an amendment to the Infringing Use agreement with S & W Real Estate Management, LLC.

Terry Sparrow, 506 East Carroll Street, stated in the original agreement an oversight on lights in the parking lot was made and would like to ask permission to place lights along Collins Avenue to enhance lighting on the street. The lights would be on a 3’ floating base located on the inside of the curb.
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Alderman Dorsett stated there are guidelines for spill over on illumination lighting regarding motor vehicles and asked if this had been considered.

Alderman Koch asked if the lighting met IDOT’s standards. CDC Bash replied IDOT had not been contacted but will look into their guidelines before moving forward with the amendment.

Alderman Lobdell moved, seconded by Alderman Hiderliter to approve the infringing use agreement amendment upon IDOT approval and place on the agenda for Monday, August 15 City Council meeting.

Third item for discussion was on quotes received to purchase a F250 pickup truck for the Water Department.

City Administrator Dean Torreson stated on August 1, the City Council approved purchasing a one ton truck from Woodrum Automotive for $28,088.10, which came in $1,000 under State bid price. Woodrum’s has since claimed they had misquoted the price and are requesting an additional $4,000 to complete the sale on the truck chassis. The State bid price through Badger Truck Center was $29,548 and if put together with a dump body and snow plow from Knapheide, the total cost would be $48,238.00.  If this acceptable by the City Council, this item would be placed on the August 15 City Council agenda for final approval.

Mayor Inman stated he was still in negotiations with Mr. Woodrum.

There was no further discussion on the above item.

Fourth item for discussion was on the proposed infrastructure projects for 2012 for the City of Macomb.

City Administrator Dean Torreson stated the following infrastructure projects for 2012 were recommended by Public Works Committee:

	College	-   	Calhoun to Adams
	Murray		-	Edwards to Pearl
	Adams		-	Madison to White
	Mechanic	-	Jackson to Adams
	Kelly		-	Lafayette to McArthur
	Yeiser		-	Randolph to Madison
	Chandler	-	Clay to Calhoun
	Orchard Dr.	-	Stadium to end

The first major street reconstruction project recommend is East Carroll Street from Edwards Street to White Street. Construction for this project could be done in 2013 or it could be divided over two construction seasons.  However, East Carroll Street from White Street to East Street, may not need total reconstruction but should be designed for it.

North Charles Street will have four blocks of water main replaced but no street reconstruction due to those bids coming in over the engineers estimate.

As for water project, the City is waiting to hear about the CDAP grant we applied for to replace water mains in the northeast section. This is the City’s third application for the section of the city.

A second CDAP grant application will be submitted for the replacement of old water mains in the northwest section. If this grant is approved, construction would be in 2013.
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Currently, the City is working with McClure Engineering for the re-painting of our two water towers.

The project planned for 2012 is to replace the Stacy Lane lift station.

Fifth item for discussion was on the proposed “Request for Statement of Qualifications” for engineering services for the 2012 infrastructure projects for the City of Macomb.

City Administrator Torreson stated the “Request for Qualifications” for engineering services will be to the following:

	McClure Engineering Associates, Inc.
	Benton & Associates, Inc.
	The Jones Corporation
	Hanson Professional Services, Inc.
	Maurer Stutz, Inc.
	Huchinson Engineering, Inc.
	Klinger & Associates, P.C.

For the street projects, we had talked about the use of full depth recycling and overlay. However, we currently, don’t know how much professional engineering, if any, is going to be required. Once the qualifications are received, we can sit down and discuss it with the firm, we will have a better understanding of what will be required.

On the water project, it has not been determined who will write the specifications for the CDAP grant for the Northwest section of town. This grant application is due in February so the firm chosen would do the design and work with WIRC to complete the grant application.

A firm would also be chosen for the Stacy Lane lift station replacement.

City Administrator Torreson also stated that one firm might not be awarded all these projects. Since the projects are divided into different categories (streets, water, sewer), different firms would be chosen for each of the categories. Once the firms or firm are chosen, the fee would be negotiated project by project in that category and then the proposed contracts would be brought to council.

Alderman Hansen stated he didn’t under why we would select a firm and then negotiate a fee with them instead of just letting them bid on the projects.

City Administrator Torreson stated that according to state statutes, municipalities cannot seek bids from engineering firms on how much they charge for a project. Municipalities can only select engineering firms based on their qualifications and then a price can be negotiated. If a prices in not able to be negotiated, another firm can be selected.

Alderman Dorsett stated this process worked well for the Transit facility project.

Alderman Lobdell stated that the engineering proposals are evaluated on past experience and the experience of their key people.

Sixth item for discussion was on an ordinance to amend the city fee schedule to decrease water rates by amending Section 24-3.
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There was no additional discussion on the above item.

Seventh item for discussion as on an ordinance to provide an effective means for protecting the public water supply system from contamination due to backflow of contaminants through the customer water service connection into the public water system.

Alderman Dorsett asked that staff look into what happened with the original ordinance not being codified.

Alderman Lobdell moved, seconded by Alderman Dorsett to adjourn into executive session for the purpose of a) Collective bargaining matters between the public body and its employees or representatives, or deliberations concerning salary schedules for one or more classes of employees, pursuant to Sec. 2(c) (2) of the Open Meetings Act, on question being put, Aldermen Hansen, Hill, Gilbert, Koch, Dorsett, Lobdell, Hinderliter, 
Wynn and Moon being all Aldermen voting “Aye” on roll call and no “Nay” votes, Mayor Inman declared the motion carried and they adjourned into executive session at 5:48 p.m.

Alderman Dorsett moved, seconded by Alderman Wynn to adjourn back into Open Session, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and Mayor Inman declared the motion carried and they adjourned back into Open Session at 5:59 p.m.

There being no further business, Alderman Hinderliter moved, seconded by Alderman Wynn to adjourn, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and Mayor Inman declared the motion carried and they adjourned at 5:59 p.m.








____________________
Deputy City Clerk









