MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
MONDAY, AUGUST 22, 2011
5:00 P.M.

The Committee of the Whole of the Macomb City Council met on Monday, August 22, 2011 at 5:00 p.m. in the City Council Chambers of City Hall at 232 East Jackson Street, Macomb, IL.

Mayor Inman called the meeting to order.

A moment of silence was held in honor of Macomb Park District President Lois Nickson who passed away.

Roll call was taken and the following were present: Ryan Hansen, Kay Hill, Louis Gilbert, Tom Koch, Dave Dorsett, Tim Lobdell, Clay Hinderliter, Donald Wynn, Dennis Moon,

Others present: City Clerk Melanie Falk, City Administrator Dean Torreson.

First item was discussion on the crack sealing bids opened on August 19, 2011.

City Administrator Torreson stated two bids were received and opened. The lowest bid was $1.72 from Scodeller Construction out of Wixom, Michigan. Scodeller Construction is a very larger company and they only do crack sealing . CA Torreson did talk to them today asked them to provide a certificate of insurance and performance bond.

This will be placed on the agenda for the September 6 City Council meeting.

Second item was discussion on an ordinance adopting the cross connection control ordinance of the City of Macomb, Illinois.

There was no additional discussion.

Third item was on an ordinance authorizing the sale of certain personal property (vehicles and equipment) owned by the City of Macomb.

There was no additional discussion.

Fourth item was on an ordinance to amend the Comprehensive Plan to include an addendum entitled the “Macomb Downtown Historic District”.

There was no additional discussion.

Fifth item was on an ordinance to amend the Unified Development Code by adding Section 17-906 (i), and Special Uses to the R-1 and R-2 Section of the Use Matrix.

Alderman Moon asked if the council would consider eliminating the 100’ foot requirement so the individual would not have to live within 100’ of the proposed property. The concerns of the neighborhood could be addressed the same way as in the special use, such as controlling the size of the building ratio to the size of the lot, one structure on the property, require some landscaping and the special use permit be non-transferable. If someone did want to purchase the property, they would have to go through the special use process. Also, it could not be used for rental income.

Alderman Moon went on to state there were some concerns about some small business owners that can’t afford the Business Park and would like to have the ability to place an accessory building or purchase a property with an existing garage on it.
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Alderman Moon did state for the record that he does have a lot this applies to but does not feel this will hurt the value of it since it is in a rental area.

Alderman Lobdell stated that there are properties that are not buildable for anything other than an accessory building. He also has a lot that has an accessory building on it and there is no room to building a residence and no room for expansion of the current building. Plus there are other properties that might have accessory buildings on them and are owned by individuals who don’t live within 100’ of the property.
He does have a concern about small business owners which the city already has provisions for. He does like the idea of opening it up with some restrictions rental income and landscaping.

Alderman Dorsett asked for CDC Ed Basch’s thoughts.

CDC Basch stated his concern that if you eliminate the 100’ requirement, you might see more applications for special use permits and an increase in accessory buildings in residential neighborhoods. This would allow individuals to purchase vacant lots and build an accessory building on it. He has heard concerns from residents that this would detract from the value and character of the residential neighborhood. There are also concerns about individuals from outside of Macomb doing this and possibly using them as warehouses. He does agree with Alderman Moon on not allowing it to be used for rental income.

Mr. David Miller, 903 West Piper, asked if he had to start his whole process over again.

Mr. Miller was advised that his application would not be affect at all.

Sixth item was discussion on an ordinance to authorize the issuance of a special use permit to establish an off-site accessory structure in an R-2 Single Family Zoning District at 830 West Piper.

There was no additional discussion.

Alderman Lobdell moved, seconded by Alderman Dorsett to adjourn into executive for a)The setting of a price for sale or lease of property owned by the public body, pursuant to Sec. 2(c)(6) of the Open Meetings Act, b)Appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance or dismissal of an employee of the public body or legal counsel for the public body, pursuant to Sec. 2(c)(1) of the Open Meetings Act, c)Collective bargaining matters between the public  body and it’s employees or representatives, or deliberations concerning salary schedules for one or more classes of employees, pursuant to Sec. 2(c)(2) of the Open Meetings Act, on question being put, Aldermen Hansen, Hill, Gilbert, Koch, Dorsett, Lobdell, Hinderliter, Wynn, Moon being all Aldermen voting “Aye” on roll call and no “Nay” votes, Mayor Inman declared the motion carried and they adjourned into executive session 5:14 p.m.

Alderman Dorsett moved, seconded by Alderman Hinderliter to adjourn back into open session, all Aldermen voting “Aye” and Mayor Inman declared the motion carried and they adjourned back into open session at 5:50 p.m.

There being no further business, Alderman Hinderliter moved, seconded by Alderman Dorsett to adjourn, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and Mayor Inman declared the motion carried and they adjourned at 5:51 p.m.
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